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IT 4 CANADA IS ONE OF THE FEW DEVELOP®} 
COUNTRIES THAT HAVE REFUSED TO COM: 
FORWARD WITH THEIR OWN POST-2012 TARGE’: 





COMMENTARY « CLIMATE CHANGE | 71 words 


In Poland, Ganada Is A Green Villain 





GUEST PUNDIT CHRISTEL HYSHKA 

A DISPATCH FROM THE 
CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 
IN POZNAN, WHERE CANADA 
WEARS A BLACK HAT 





It's seven o'clock in the morning, and 
I am racing through the streets of 
Poznan, Poland, desperately balanc- 
ing my desire for punctuality with 
the need to walk gingerly in order to 
minimize the discomfort and blister- 


induced wincing associated with put-- 


ting a grad student into “business at- 
tire” for two straight weeks. 

I’m in Poland as a member of the 
Canadian Youth Delegation (CYD) 
to the 14th Conference of the Parties 
to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(COP14). CYD is a nonpartisan proj- 
ect of the Canadian Youth Climate 
Coalition. 

That's the long way of saying I'ma 
23-year-old at a conference that aims 
to negotiate a new international cli- 
mate agreement to replace the Kyoto 
Protocol when it expires in 2012. 

This morning I am scheduled to 
meet with Canada’s climate change 
ambassador, Michael Martin, at 7:30 
a.m. Already I know this meeting is 
unlikely to directly impact Canadian 
negotiating position, but I still go 
because there's a chance I will learn 


something | can use later on. Such is 
the nature of this beast. 

In the universe of international 
climate change negotiations, influ- 
ence and impact are difficult to as- 
sess. A range of actors are involved 
in the decision-making processes 
and much of the discussion happens 
behind closed doors. 

Although youth delegates make 
up only a minority of environmen- 
tal non-governmental organization 
(ENGO) participants, we have a key 
advantage here: we are free from the 
organizational interests and expec- 
tations that constrain the actions 
of everyone else. We can still speak 
honestly and from the heart. 

We are also the people who will in- 
herit the outcome of these negotia- 
tions. This is especially true for the 
young people here from the south 
where the impacts of global warming 
are already being felt. 

Science overwhelmingly tells us 
that we need to stay as far below the 
two-degree warming mark as pos- 
sible if we want to avoid dangerous 
climate change. This means that de- 
veloped countries will need to reduce 
their emissions by 25 to 40 per cent 
below 1990 levels by 2020. 

Right now, there is no sign that we 
will have an agreement capable of 
doing that by the time the deadline 
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next December rolls around. 

In order to meet that deadline, the 
negotiators here in Poznan must 
agree to give the working group 
chairs the mandate to produce draft 
legal text for the new agreement and, 
ideally, also agree to a target for all 
developed countries 

So far, and thanks to countries 
like Canada, little progress has been 
made on these key issues. 

Canada is regarded at the confer- 
ence as one of the top climate vil- 
lains. Not only has Canada not met 
its own greenhouse gas emission 
targets under the Kyoto agreement, 
but our country is also now working 
tirelessly to block progress on a new 
agreement. 

Canadian 
ally do this by supporting posi- 
tions they know will be com- 
pletely unacceptable to most other 


negotiators usu- 


countries. 

For example, Canada is one of only 
a few developed countries that have 
refused to come forward with its own 
post-2012 emissions reduction target, 
and only a few days ago Environment 
Minister Jim Prentice was quoted in 
La Presse making the preposterous 
suggestion that Canada would en- 
courage the much-maligned practice 
of using intensity-based targets in- 
stead of actual emissions reduction 


targets in the final agreement. 

In the past, even as a relatively 
small country, Canada has consis- 
tently punched above its weight in 
the international arena. Canada’s 
decision to abandon this historical 
leadership role is a considerable blow 
to the urgent effort to mitigate global 
warming. 

Although influence at these con- 
ferences isn’t always direct or clear, 
one thing I have learned from my ex- 
periences here is obvious: if we want 
to move Canadian negotiators, their 
politician bosses need to move first. 
On Wednesday, Prentice will be ar- 
riving here in Poznan, and the Cana- 
dian Youth Delegation will be work- 
ing hard to push him to adopt a more 
proactive role. 

But it is clear that the real power 
needed for change comes from back 
home. It’s not too late for Canadians 
to let him know that we want our 
country to take action that we can 
actually be proud of on the interna- 
tional stage. 

For more on the climate change 
conference, check out the CYD 
blog at www.tigblog.org/group/cyd- 
poznan. 


This is the first of two columns 
Edmonton student Christel Hyshka 
will file from Poznan. 
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For years, Alberta conservationists an 
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| development. With no big-picture plan 


| between land users. 


| dian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS 


| will have its own regional plan. Under the 


| with the regional plans. 



























BY JEREMY KLASZUS 


ALBERTA LAND-USE PLAN WINS 
CAUTIOUS APPROVAL 


environmental watchdogs have denounce, 
the provincial government for its helte 
skelter approach to land use and indusijia 


place, the province has for the most part 
dealt with projects individually — a souy ga 
project here, a feedlot there. 

That's all set to change. Earlier this 
month, the province released the fina 
version of its land-use framework, a plan 
that aims to bring order to what happens 
on Alberta's landscape and reduce conflicts 


“We're hitting against limits,” says Cana- 


senior policy analyst Rick Schneider. “We 
really can't kind of magically hope they'll go 
away. There are real physical limits to hc 
many different people you can put on the 
land at any one place and time.” 
Regional planning is at the framework 
core. The government will divide Alberta 
into seven geographic zones each of which 





W 


framework, municipalities and other local 
entities will still make their own planning 
decisions, but they'll need to be consistent 


The province will also monitor and 
manage cumulative impacts of 
development instead of looking at every- 
thing individually. “While our current land 
management system served us well in the 
past, it now risks being overwhelmed by the 
scope and pace of activity,” says the frame 
work document. “What worked for us when 
our population was only one or two million 
will not get the job done with four, and soo 
five million.” 

Schneider says the framework is long 
overdue and shows a “sea change in man 
agement style” from former premier Ralph 
Klein's hands-off approach to planning. 
“There's some gaps in there still, but it's 4 
pretty darn good start,” he says. 

The plan is getting positive reviews from 
other environmental watchdogs as well." 
think there are a number of people within 
government that are extremely committed 
to ensuring this happens,” says Water Mat: 
ters executive director Danielle Droitsch. 

The government says the plan isn't 
intended to halt growth, but to manage 't 
"The Government of Alberta rejects the sit 
plistic view that to'save the environment. 
we must stop development,” says the plat 

Observers say the real test for the plan 
will be its implementation early next yea! 
“The rubber hits the road with the regional 
plans,” says Steve Kennett, a senior policy 
analyst for the Pembina Institute. “Right 
now, what we have are a number of positié 
policy statements.” 
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NOV. 4, 2008 | 19:23:07 PM | PHOTO BY JIMMY JEONG 


Rachel Notley speaks at a rally at Churchill Square in support of 
the Liberal /NDP coalition against the Harper government. 
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DMONTON - PUBLIC TRANSIT 
NNY WISE BUT POUND FOOLISH 


ALBERTA: PROTEST 
REFORMERS, UNITE! 





BY THE NUMBERS 





CANADA: LIBERAL LEADERSHIP 
ALREADY SICK OF IGGY 


MO’ MONEY, MO" INTEREST? 
BANK OF CANADA INTEREST RATE CHANGES 
SOURCE: BANK OF CANADA 










Edmonton's budget saga continued this. 
eek, with Ward 3 Coun. Tony Caterina 
objecting to extensive planning of the city's 
RT system. 
While we agree that an LRT line out to the 
airport is probably very far in the future, the 
lllwoods line is long overdue. That whole 
é/ea Was suppose to be designed around 
blic transit. But then, good plans but little 
ollow-up is a pretty typical in Edmonton. 
Ward 4 Coun, Jane Batty rightly pointed 
Out in the Edmonton Sun that if the city 
doesn't plan these lines, then it fails to 
urchase land at a good price (as we saw in 
He planning of the NAIT line). 
The other thing Caterina doesn't seem 
D realize is that Premier Ed Stelmach has 
announced $2 billion in funding for public 
“ansit. The city needs to present a solid 
fase to get that cash. A public transit vision 
8d well-planned routes that can be built 
Ouickly are great ways to do that. 













For a province with consistently low voter 
tumouts, Albertans got pretty stirred up 
last weekend over the federal coalition’s 
attempt to oust Prime Minister Stephen | 
Harper. Two rallies in Edmonton attracted 
about 500 people, while the anti-coalition 
rally in Harper's hometown of Calgary at- 
tracted about 1,000 people. 

While the show of interest was wonder- 
ful, we're a little worried about the kind of 
thetoric that’s coming out of this debate. 

Inaparliamentary democracy like ours, 
forming a coalition isn't a hostile takeover. 
Whether you are for the coalition or against 
it, itis allowed, Suspending Parliament is 
also allowed. While the politicians certainly 
aren't having a fruitful bipartisan discus- 
sions on the problems this crisis highlights, 
we hope that Albertans of all political 
stripes take advantage of this excellent 
opportunity to call for electoral reforms, and 
work together towards those goals. 
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The word “undemocratic” is being thrown 
around far too much lately, but it definitely 


| applies to the federal Liberal Party right 


now. 
Michael Ignatieff is set to become the 
next federal Liberal leader, without a leader- 


| ship contest. The globe-trotting academic 


is suddenly in a good place to become the 


| leader of this country, and he didn't even 


have to consult with the grassroots mem- 
bers of his party. The two men who could 
have challenged him — Bob Rae and Domi- 
nic LeBlanc — were under such pressure 
from the party's upper echelons that they've 
stepped aside. (Eventually, he'll get a nod of 
| acceptance at the convention in May.) 

| Noris this the first time Iggy has been 
parachuted into a position by working the 
backrooms, When he was nominated for his 
Ontario riding, the grassroots Liberals there 
complained that he was pushed in over tocal 
candidates. 








4.5 PER CENT 
0.25 PER CENT 
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PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS - LIBERAL LEADERSHIP - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT (1,058 words 


The Most Thankless Job In Alberta Politics 


NEVERTHELESS, THREE 
LIBERALS ARE 






j FIGHTING FOR THE 
A be, LEADERSHIP 
Se OF THE 
/ OPPOSITION 
ie ‘\ PARTY 
ES 
& There's a blan- 


ket ban on jour- 
nalists referring 
to Barack Obama 
and getting people 
excited about poli- 


the lack of excitement in the Alberta 
Liberal Party leadership race with 
a comparison, we'll simply start by 
saying that when the Liberals choose 
a new leader this weekend, many 
Albertans will likely take little 
notice. 

Even political junkies were get- 
ting their fix elsewhere these past 
couple months, The American 
election, the federal coalition, and 
the subsequent suspension of Par- 
liament kept both the media and 
the public busy. Contenders Dave 


attention to the provincial election in 
March, either, notes Jacquie Lycka, a 
Liberal youth group leader, and get- 
ting people to pay attention to inter- 
nal party politics is even harder, 

Indeed, just getting people inter- 
ested in politics was one of the early 
themes of the race. 

When the Progressive Conser- 
vatives won another sweeping 
mandate in the March provincial 
election, a very public debate be- 
gan about the future of the party. 
As outgoing leader Kevin Taft 


cussed the strength of Albe; 
democracy. A merger with the \\ 
was floated, but mostly rejected , 


name change was also debated 


Swann hosted town hall meeti;, 


on democracy in both Edm 


and Calgary, but those stopped wh, 
Swann himself entered the |ea¢,, 


ship race. 

During the race, all three « 
dates have talked about the ne 
grow the party, to reach out to 


people, and to better commun 


the party’s ideas to Albertans 


— 
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of trying to deftly illustrate 


Of course, not many people paid 


tics —oratleastthere Taylor, David Swann, and Mo _ said several times, “Everything is 
should be — so instead _Elsalhy didn’t have a chance. 


on the table.” 


say about why they are the per 


Progressives of all stripes dis- turn things around: 





Dave Taylor 
+55 years old 
+ Married, with two children 
+ Two-term MLA for Calgary- 
Currie 
+ Former radio talk show host 
The Pitch: “I'm the best guy for 
the job because one of the things 
the party needs to do in Alberta is 
get noticed. My 30-year career in 
media taught me how to do that.... I 
know how to give reporters the kinds of 


answers they are looking for. I know how to 
condense things down to a clear presenta- 
tion on the doorstep.” 

The Major Differences: “Business is a 
very important part of our society here in 
Alberta, and you have to take that into con- 
sideration. Business-friendly doesn’t just 
mean friendly to the oil and gas business or 
a particular corner of the private sector. You 
have to be friendly to big business and small 
business. 

“There is a difference in tactics between 


David Swann and me.... David is all about 
process, and I’m about results... I thinl 
Albertans are about problem-solving. Let's 
put our collective heads together, and 
get 'r done.” 


His Chances: “Taylor is the front-runner 
He brings communications skills. He's frorn 
Calgary, which seems to be the growtt 
area for the party,” says Harold Jansen 
political scientist at the University of 
Lethbridge. 








Mo Elsalhy 
+ 37 years old 
+ Married with three children 
+ One-term MLA for Edmonton- 
McClung 
- Works as a pharmacist in west 
Edmonton 
The Pitch: “I’m younger than 
the other two. If we are serious 
about attracting the youth vote, I’m 
closer to their age at 37... | know their 
issues and understand their language. | 


know how to market in that environment. 

“I’m a newcomer. I’m a first-generation 
Canadian. I can tell that story and say, ‘This 
is a party that made me leader. This is a par- 
ty that's inclusive, that respects hard work 
and integrity.” 


The Differences: “Agriculture [policy] — 
this is an area that we have always done 
poorly in. I believe that for us to make in- 
roads, we have to talk their talk. I don’t think 
the future is in biofuels, but in agriculture. 


I think Alberta should go back to growing 
food crops and raising poultry and cattle, to 
have an agri- and food-process business.” 


His Chances: “What fatally wounds him is 
the fact that he lost his seat last election,” 
Jansen says. “He's not going to get an easy 
chance to get back into the legislature... | 
don’t think we've seen the last of him, even 
if he loses. I think we will see him down the 
road. He’s young and dynamic, and I could 
see him being the leader down the road.” 









David Swann 
+ 59 years old 
+ Married, with three children and 
three grandchildren 
+ Two-term MLA for Calgary- 
Mountain View 
+ Former family doctor and public 
health consultant 
The Pitch: “My background is 
consistently working with commu- 
nities and individuals at getting to 
root causes in the public interest... It’s 
only reluctantly that 1 was pulled into 
this sphere by the clear lack of respect for 


democracy, the clear lack of understanding 
of the links between public policy and pub- 
lic health.” 

The Major Differences: “I’m not about, 
and I’m not thinking specifically about the 
next election. I’m thinking about re-engag- 
ing Albertans in their democracy. The best 
chance we have of restoring democracy to 
Alberta is this party. People are looking to 
us for leadership and we have not so far 
inspired them to see us as an alternative... 
That's the worst of politics to me, when it’s 
just about winning. This is a very important 
process that’s about building and learning 
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and creating a sense that our purpose is 
much bigger than winning.... The process 
is as important as the destination. If you 
don't have a good process, then it's all about 
winning, and that’s what people hate about 
politics.” 

His Chances: “Swann has ideas,” Jans- 
en says. “I think there ate concerns that 
he would be the Stéphane Dion of the Al 
berta Liberals. He’s someone who doesn't 
communicate very well, but is thought 
ful and compassionate. He thinks well, 
but he might not be cut out for the nasty 
partisanship.” 


Here’s what the candidates had) 
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PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS - LIBERAL LEADERSHIP - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT j28 wou 


And The Panel Says... 





yOUNG EDMONTON LIBERALS 
HAVE THEIR SAY ON THE 
LEADERSHIP CONTEST, AND 
THE DIRECTION OF THE PARTY 





‘All three candidates for the Alberta 
Liberal leadership said they want to 
get more young people involved in 
the party as part of their overall plan 
to attract more members. 

So, SEE Magazine sat down with 
six young Liberals, all post-second- 
ary students, who watched the lead- 
ership race closely. 

The panel ended up being surpris- 
ingly one-sided, at least when it came 
to the candidates. MacEwan students 
Tim Smith and Laura Young both 
volunteered for Dave Taylor. Van- 
ish Nanda was undecided for much 
of the race, but ended up supporting 
Taylor because of his communica- 
tions skills. 

But no one else in the group want- 
ed to support any one candidate 
publicly. Daniel Larson, one of the 
co-ordinators of the Young McClung 
Liberal youth group in the west end, 
would only go so far as to say that he 
didn’t support Taylor. 

It shouldn't be that surprising that 
Taylor enjoys strong support among 
the college set. He nabbed endorse- 





“THE PRESENCE AND FEELING [OF THE NEW LEADER] WILL ALSO GO A LONG WAY TO 
REBUILDING THE PARTY, WHICH WILL HOPEFULLY RESULT IN A WIN.” 





ments from the four presidents of 
the Young Liberal campus clubs, as 
well as the provincewide young Lib- 
erals group. 

There was, however, plenty of dis- 


cussion on the party's inclusion of . 


young people and its overall goals. 
Here's some of what they had to say 
about their expectations, what they 
think Albertans want, and the nuts 
and bolts of the party. 


SEE Magazine: Did the party clear 
up any of the questions about the 
name and direction of the party 
through the convention and the lead- 
ership race? ; 

Daniel Larson: | think more ques- 
tions were raised than anything else. 
Nothing was established. There were 
a lot of workshops, and it was a 
good time for people to express their 
views, but nothing came out. There 
was a lot of bickering. Because it was 
happening at the time of the leader- 
ship race, it adds so much more par- 
tisanship to the discussion... All of 
this internal bickering, it’s not good. 

SEE: Has the party changed sig- 
nificantly? 

Jacquie Lycka: Not yet, because 
there isn't a leader yet. Once there is, 
we'll have to see how that leader redi- 
rects the party and presents it to the 
public. I really don’t think there will 
be a lot of policy changes. They've 
only talked about how to present the 


package 

Avnish Nanda: One thing that's 
going to be a big factor in the Liberal 
Party's chances next time around 
and it's not in their hands, is the 
global financial crisis. If the price 
of oil drops way under the budgeted 
amount, there's no savings, no con- 
tingency plan. If Dave Taylor posi- 
tions himself as a fiscal conservative 
who can manage money... If shit 
goes bad, I can definitely see things 
changing. But that's a lot of ifs. 

SEE: Do you expect the organiza- 
tion to change after the new leader 
is declared? 

JL: Yeah, there has to be change 
from within the party... Daniel and 
I run a youth group, and there is no 
funding for youth whatsoever from 
the province. It's shocking because 
they want us to be involved, but they 
are not giving us the tools to be in- 
volved. 

AN: I don’t know. I think histori- 
cally, the party has done a good job 
of involving youth. In the last cam- 
paign, we did a lot online. Granted, 
it was all volunteer, but I thought it 
showed that the party was willing to 
listen to us.... The Dave Taylor cam- 
paign had a lot of youth in it. The 
campaign manager [Corey Hogen] is 


under 30. 

Tim Smith: I'm supporting Dave 
Taylor and one of the reasons | am 
supporting him is because he doesn’t 
even really need to reach out to young 
people. Young people are inspired by 
him.... He’s the only contender who 
came to Camp Wanna Be Free, which 
is a young Liberals camp for Western 
Canada.... He’s kept in touch with a 
lot of us. He's offered us positions on 
his campaign. He's met with us every 
time he’s come to Edmonton. 

SEE: As you were thinking about 
who to vote for, were you thinking 
about who would win the next elec- 
tion, or was it about who was going 
to build the party? 

DL: | feel that the option should 
be both.... The presence and feeling 
[of the new leader] will also go a long 
way to rebuilding the party, which 
will hopefully result in a win, 

Salem Al-Ahmed: What about 
the long term? | think our best 
choice would be in aiming for the 
long term. 

SEE: If the next leader doesn't 
win or gain seats, should they step 
down? 

DL: Yes, definitely. 

Laura Young: | disagree. I think it's 
going to take more than four years to 
build up the party. | think we need 
a long-term strategy, and that they 
should be given at least two terms, 

TS: 1 don't know. If he loses 
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seats 
AN: It depends on how he loses 


If it's personally his fault, ther 





But if there’s a [federal] co 





or something like that and any pro 
gressive brand in Alberta is crushed 


that’s different 


DL: Well, I’m just saying that we 
have three and a bit years until the 
next election. That's a good chunk 
of time to build the party. If in the 





upcoming election, we don't gain any 
seats or we lose, if the Alberta pub 


lic is not getting the message, then 


Tim Smith 


we have to change ourselves beyond 
what we've done 

SEE: At the beginning of the race, 
there was lots of talk about exploring 
democracy and exploring the party. 
Did that come to anything? It seems 
like this group is talking more about 
the nuts and bolts of the party, and 
not values. 

TS: Well, I think we need to look at 
the nuts and bolts of our party. 

DL: The values of the party will re- 
main the same. 





JL: The actual policy of the party is 
not going to change with the leader: 
ship. 

TS: I wouldn't say that. I think it 
will change. We should look at our 
policy and ask if it works for Alberta 





Avnish Nanda 


Is government car insurance some 
thing we want to continue to put on 
the table? Or do we want to side with 
private industry on that one? 

SEE: Are these policy discussions 
that have already happened? Is there 
a clear direction for the party? 

AN: Over the past couple years | 
think that some people have taken the 
mindset that it’s not about a grand vi- 
sion, it’s about beating the Conserva- 
tives, getting practical, and being able 
to sell our message to mainstream 
Albertans. That's attacking the Pro- 
gressive Conservative base.... Seri- 
ously, in the last election, a majority 
of Albertans said one of their top 
concerns was the environment, and 
the Conservatives have the worst en- 
vironment record. Health care was a 
priority, and the Alberta Medical As- 
sociation said that the Alberta Liber- 
als had the best policy. The outcome 
of the last election really showed that 
it's not policy Albertans want, it’s a 
personal connection. They need to 
be drawn to you by a leader. 

LY: | still don’t think Albertans re- 
ally liked [Premier Ed] Stelmach... 
We're not saying get rid of [policy]. 
We are all from the same party. 
Policy-wise, we have similar ideas. 

DL: Policy is of no use if you can’t 
act on it, If you can't be enough of a 
power in the legislature to get those 
things on the floor, then there's 
no use. 
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A Sober Second Look At The Federal Rumble 





QUTSIDEPOLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
THE LIB-NDP ATTEMPT 
TO OVERTHROW HARPER 
WAS AHYPOCRITICAL 
POWER GRAB — BUT NOT AN 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL ONE 





The words “Canada” and “crisis” go 
together about as rarely as “George 
Bush” and “genius.” But that is ex- 
actly what we experienced in Canada 
last week, and it was great! For a po- 
litical junkie, the events of last week 
were constitutional cocaine. 

Now that we've had a week with- 
out Parliament (Can the country 
survive? Turns out yes!) we can now 
take a sober second look at the Rum- 
ble on the Rideau. Who was right? 
Who was wrong? What does the fu- 
ture hold? Why are you asking me? 

Let’s take a look back, shall we? 

Was the Liberal-NDP coalition 
undemocratic? 

No. Hypocritical? Yes. A naked 
power grab? Sure. But not undemo- 
cratic. The Liberals and NDP were 
within their rights, in a minority 
parliament, to get together to oust a 
government. 


Coalition governments are not the 
norm in Canada — we haven't had 
one here since 1920 — but they are 
within the rules of parliamentary 
democracy. So to all you rabid Con- 
servative supporters complaining 
about a coup, cram it. It's all perfectly 
legal. 

Okay, it was legal. But was it 
morally right? 

There is no morality in politics. 

Who wins? 

The Bloc Québécois. A party that 
is irrelevant to 75 per cent of Cana- 
dians has become the most relevant 
party in Canada, and you and I can't 
even vote them out. (Memo to Ste- 
phen Harper: If you really want to 
change election funding, make it law 
that in order to get federal funding, 
a party has to contest at least 80 per 
cent of all seats in Canada. The only 
party that would vote against that 
would be the Bloc.) 

Who's the biggest loser? 

The Liberals. If Canadians believe 
in anything, it's fair play. Most Cana- 
dians will see the Liberal scheme as 
a desperate ploy to return to power, 
even if they had to sell their soul in 
equal parts to socialists and sepa- 
ratists.‘I think most Canadians will 
feel that the Tories, whether you like 
them or not, should have been given 
the opportunity to govern at least for 
a year to see what they can do. 

The NDP are losers too, as always. 
Canadians keep the touchy-feely so- 


cialists around to act as professional 
scolds whose job it is to nag the gov- 
erning parties. But by joining their 
mortal enemies in a coalition, they 
have traded their Birkenstocks in for 
brogues, and it won't be a comfort- 
able fit. Except for the true believers, 
Canadians will remember the NDP's 
role in this crisis, and the reaction 
will not be kind 

Who comes off looking worse, 
Stephen Harper or Stéphane 
Dion? 

Harper is a scheming autocrat who 
is constitutionally incapable of play- 
ing nice with the other kids in the 
sandbox. Harper thought he could 
cripple the opposition parties by 
ending their government subsidies 
under the guise of belt-tightening 
during troubled economic times. His 
decision to make the passage of the 
economic statement a vote of con- 
fidence was unnecessarily provoca- 
tive and arrogant. He clearly did not 
believe that the essentially leaderless 
Liberals (who, truthfully, have been 
leaderless since Dion took over) 
would have the cojones to bring 
down his government. 

But Dion will rightly be seen as 
the chief villain of the piece. An ut- 
ter failure as Liberal leader, Dion was 
beyond being a lame duck; he was 
already trussed, gutted, and cook- 
ing slowly at 350 degrees. Canadians 
told him, in no uncertain terms, to 
go away and not bother them again. 


And yet here he is, knocking at the 
door and threatening to stay for a 
while longer and oh, and he's bring- 
ing his new best buddy Jack Layton 
with him. Even ridding themselves 
of Dion isn’t going to make the co- 
alition any more palatable to Cana- 
dians who already hate the idea. On 
the plus side, at least we can under- 
stand most of what Michael Ignatief 
is saying. 

Were the Liberals/NDP right to 
try to oust the government over 
the economic statement? 

No. The so-called economic crisis 
is, in fact, nowhere near as bad in 
Canada as it is in the U.S. and other 
countries. No doubt the Tory re- 
sponse was not as strong as it should 
have been, but their pretext was 
flimsy at best. The opposition parties 
could have easily forced the govern- 
ment to do more under the threat of 
being ousted. They chose the wrong 
hill to die on. 

Who is the biggest hypocrite? 

Harper wins this one. In his speech 
to the nation — the biggest flop to air 
on CBC since MVP: The Secret Lives 
of Hockey Wives — Harper used the 
inflammatory term “separatists” in 
his English address, and the softer 
term “sovereigntists” in French. Ap- 
parently the Conservatives don't re- 
alize that there are plenty of people 
in Canada who speak both official 
languages. 

Doesn't it just piss you off roy- 


ally that we still have a system in 
place where we have to ask the 
representative of the Queen to 
make decisions for us? And that 
she can shut down the house and 
not even offer her reasons? 

Yes. Yes it does. 

So, what will happen when 
Parliament resumes? 

The Tories will present a budget 
so stimulated, it will look like it just 
took a dozen Viagra. In a face-saving 
gesture, the opposition parties will 
allow it to pass, and the coalition wil! 
effectively dissolve, if it doesn’t col 
lapse between now and Jan. 28. | 

f they vote against the budget and 
bring down the government, we'll 
have another election. There is no 
way the Conservatives will duti- 
fully take an opposition role, and 
Parliament will become entirely 
dysfunctional. 

What will be the long-term im- 
pact of the crisis? 

What's left of the Liberal Party is 
now officially dead in the west. (Col 
lateral damage will be sustained by 
the Alberta Liberal Party, which will 
wrongly take the blame for Dion's 
blunder just the way they've been 
carrying the can for the National En- 
ergy Program for the last 28 years.) 
The Tories, thanks to the Bloc bash- 
ing, are screwed in Quebec. Ontario 
will become the main battleground 
in the next election. 

In other words, business as usual 
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Leadership Races Of The Past 


A QUICK HISTORY OF ALBERTA 
LIBERAL LEADERSHIP RACES 





After a seven-month leadership 
contest, the Alberta Liberals will an- 
nounce their new leader on Dec. 13. 

As SEE talks about in the cover 
story, Dave Taylor, David Swann, 
and Mo Elsalhy, the three candidates 
running to replace outgoing leader 
Kevin Taft, barely raised enough 
public excitement to sell 2,000 new 
party memberships, putting the 
total amount of Albertans holding 
provincial Liberal memberships 
cards at around 6,000. 

That's a far cry from the 2006 
Progressive Conservative leadership 
contest to replace Ralph Klein that 
saw candidates of the likes of Jim 
Dinning, Ted Morton, and Ed Stel- 
mach sell over 100,000 member- 
ships across the province. 

To be fair, running for the leader- 
ship of a party that will celebrate 40 
years in power at the next election is 
a far cry from running to lead a party 
that has called the opposition bench- 
es home for more than 80 years. 


And even with only 6,000 card- 
carrying members and little media 
fanfare, Alberta's Liberal Party has 
come a long way from its leader- 
ship races of the past. Here’s a quick 
history lesson. 

1993: After spending nearly a de- 
cade as the third party in the legisla- 
ture (behind the then-official Oppo- 
sition New Democrats), the Liberals 
reached the height of their support 
in the 1993 election under the lead- 
ership of former Edmonton mayor 
Laurence Decore. 

1994: Following Decore's defeat 
to Ralph Klein, the Liberals moved 
quickly to seek a replacement lead- 
er. In the 1994 contest to replace 
Decore, Liberal MLAs Grant Mitch- 
ell, Sine Chadi, Adam Germain, and 
Gary Dickson lined up their runs to 
lead the Opposition. Veteran MLA 
Mitchell was elected on the second 
ballot, but only after a very public 
fiasco that raised questions about 
proxy-voting and the reliability of 
the telephone voting system used in 
that contest. The phone-voting fias- 
co damaged the Liberals and dogged 
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Mitchell into the 1997 election. 

1997: The Mitchell-led Liberals 
lost ground to Klein's Progressive 
Conservatives in the 1997 election, 
but the Liberal’s defining moment 
occurred while staging a semi-re- 
branding of the party by bringing in 
new candidates to replace departing 
Decore-era MLAs. The new faces, 
which included current Edmonton 
city councillors Linda Sloan and Ed 
Gibbons, helped position the Liberal 
Party not as the Decore-led slash- 
and-burn debt-and-deficit hawks, 
but as vocal opponents of the Klein 
cuts that shaped Alberta politics in 
the 1990s. 

1998: When Mitchell retired from 
provincial politics, former Progres- 
sive Conservative cabinet minister 
and leadership candidate Nancy 
MacBeth defeated MLAs Ken Nicol, 
Karen Leibovici, and Linda Sloan in 
the leadership contest and took over 
of the reins of Opposition. None of 
MacBeth’s perceived potential was 
realized when the new leader faced 
Klein in the 2001 provincial election. 
Liberal bench-strength was reduced 
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by retirements and defeats (includ- 
ing MacBeth and many of the party's 
stronger MLAs, such as Leibovici 
and Howard Sapers). 

2001: The 2001 election deflated 
the Liberals even further. Leaving 
a crippled party with seven MLAs, 
a devastated organization, and mil- 
lion-dollar debt, a seatless MacBeth 
resigned less than a week after the 
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election, leaving the soft-spoken Ni- 
col in command of not a damaged 
battleship, but a barely floating life- 
boat. Taft replaced him only months 
before the 2004 election. 


Dave Cournoyer is a former 
Liberal staffer and 

local political junkie who blogs 4! 
www.daveberta.ca. 
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city life 









IT MAY HAVE BEEN 
DETERIORATING FOR YEARS, 
BUT THE ARLINGTON STILL 
STIRS HEATED DEBATE AMONG 
EDMONTONIANS 





Edmonton's first apartment build- 
ing has been demolished after a fire 
gutted the Arlington Apartments, at 
10524-100th Ave., in 2005. From the 
rubble and ashes, a rift has formed 
among Edmontonians regarding the 
importance of the city’s historical 
preservation. The public commen- 
tary surrounding the demolition of 
the Arlington has been heated and 
often vicious. 

On one side there are the zealous 
history buffs who lament the reduc- 
tion of Edmonton's history to cheap 
placards hanging on the walls of new 
developments. “A city without his- 
tory is a city without a soul or heart,” 
teads one comment on the Edmon- 
ton Journal website. “If his holiness 
Mandel can find all sorts of money 
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(ITYSCAPES - HISTORIC SITES - BY ANDREW PAUL |751 words 


The Wrecking Ball Of Progress Swings Slowly 


to bring unwanted art buildings here 
and an unwanted expo — can he not 
find a way to preserve Edmonton's 
history?” 

On the other side are those who fa- 
vour perpetual progress over nostal- 
gic preservation. These architectural 
magpies endorse the replacement of 
old brick buildings with those made 
of shiny glass and metal — prefer- 
ably with a trendy coffee shop on 
the ground level. They've posted to 
the Journal website too: “|The Ar- 
lington] was a bad building before it 
burned,” goes one comment, “and it 
was pathetic that it stood gutted for 
so many years. Thanks to the His- 
toric Society, Edmonton is having a 
hard time getting rid of downtown 
slums and garbage. I personally hope 
the Cromdale is the next to finally 
get whacked. Just say no to garbage 
in the name of History!” 

Robert Geldart, principal heritage 
planner for the city, understands the 
frustration of seeing €dmonton's 


IT 5 IT DOESN’T LOOK GOOD TO HAVE ALL THESE 


HISTORIC PROPERTIES WITH A PLAQUE 


ON THEM DETERIORATING RIGHT IN FRONT OF YOU. 


historic sites fall into disrepair. “It 
doesn't look good to have all these 
historic properties with a plaque on 
them deteriorating right in front of 
you,” he says. What needs to hap- 
pen is a revamping of the historic 
resource policies that currently ex- 
ist so that the two sides can find a 
happy middle ground. Geldart says 
that there is money available from 
the province that will cover “up to 50 
per cent of the cost, and owners can 
apply up to twice a year to bring back 
the identified historic elements.” 

But even with the subsidy, the cost 
of - restoration can be astronomi- 
cal and even then, the provincial 
and municipal focus is primarily 
on buildings’ exteriors. In fact, the 
interiors of historic sites are only 
inspected if there is a complaint or 
safety concern. : 

“If there’s no furnace, for example, 
or no heat then we can't help with 
that,” Geldart explains. “The prov- 
ince won't give any money for me- 





Calgmonton 


NOUN - The megalopolis of Alberta, formed in 2167. “We argued for years and finally 
settled on Calgmonton. Edmongary and Redgarmont just sounded too ridiculous. 
Plus, Edmonton hasn't been what it used to be after Robot Stephen Mandel mar- 


ried Robot Bill Smith in 2098.” 


Canadian Tirerotica 


NOUN - A physiological condition affecting men who cannot sustain an erection with- 
out someone describing tools or gadgets to them. “So I'min the middle of describing 
the self-adjusting monster wrench to my husband when his right eye twitches and 
a small grunt escapes his mouth. He immediately demanded he be left to nap, 
which is when | realized the power of Canadian Tirerotica.” 


“Fenda |newsBopinion | ty life | music|on screen | arts | lassfeds | sex | theback 


a) 





chanical. It’s all about what has been 
identified as historical importance 
for the house. In the case of the Ar- 
lington, it may have become a little 
run-down on the inside but the out- 
side was pretty much where it should 
have been. [The landlord] restored 
it in 1999 or 2000. It was in good 
shape and looked really good on the 
outside until the fire.” 

Preservation is the name of the 
game and as such maintenance 
guidelines dictate that the site should 
be changed as little as possible. De- 
velopers and owners are not allowed 
to change the original character of 
the building, and that dictum extends 
to any architecture or craftsmanship 
that links the site to its historical 
context. If any of these architectural 
elements need to be repaired, origi- 
nal fabrics must be used. 

“Windows are critical,” Geldart 
says. “Windows, if they are repair- 
able and restorable, are the first 
step, and they're higher in cost. It’s 


coalition envy 


NOUN - Aphenomenon whereby politicians realize that someone has stolen their idea 
for a coalition, and reuse all the insults the current coalitionists used on them when 
they had the idea. “Stephen Harper has coalition envy. He’s even gone so far as to 
accuse the Bloc of what he originally defended them against.” 


Gretzcoy 


NOUN - A part of an Edmontonian’s brain, located behind the 
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a more labour-intensive process to 
repair a window. You have to take it 
apart, put in new weather-stripping, 
and put in rope and pulley systems, 
depending on how old they are. So 
that's more expensive than slapping 
in a new window. The windows have 
to match.” 

Brickwork also raises the price tag. 
Around the turn of the 20th cen- 
tury, brick was a cheap and practical 
material for building construction. 
Today, however, brickwork costs sig- 
nificantly more than laying cement 
or other forms of construction. 

Regardless of where you stand on 
the issue Edmonton has a deep his- 
tory and though we may never get 
to see many of the great buildings of 
our past there will always be the city 
archives where history enthusiasts 
can go to reminisce about the past. 

The good news is that the city has 
started looking into creating a res- 
toration fund of its own; however, 
there are few details at this time. 


them sentimental whenever someone brings up Wayne Gretzky. “I wa: 
knife to bring to the bar when someone brought up the Oilers’ glory’ 
my Gretzcoy started acting up andihadtogohometohugmymom.” 
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IMBIBING « SCOTCH | 931 words 


Not So Good For Quarters 





BOOZE MUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 

IT MIGHT NOT BE THE BEST 
BEV FOR DRINKING GAMES, 
BUT SCOTCH IS PERFECT 
FOR THOSE HOLIDAYS WITH 
SELDOM-SEEN RELATIVES 





Single malt scotch: why should you 
care? Well, for starters, it gets you 
buzzed really fast. Do not underes- 
timate the necessity of quickly ob- 
taining a warm and fuzzy holiday 
glow (of alcohol, not Christmas tree 
lights). Second, scotch is an excel- 
lent Christmas present, especially 
for males over 50 — especially if you 
don’t know him very well (like that 
distant uncle whose name you just 
happened to pull in this year's secret 
Santa draw). 

Even if you've never really liked 
scotch, I encourage you to give it an- 
other shot. (I never thought I'd see 
the day when I could actually enjoy a 
glass of scotch — not after last year’s 
family Christmas party, anyway.) 
When sipped in small portions, and 
not used as your beverage of choice 
at a festive game of Quarters, scotch 
can be thoroughly enjoyable. 


Christmas Party Trivia: Single 
Malt Basics 

Scotch is a whisky from Scotland 
that comes in two basic forms: 
blended and single malt. Blended 
scotches are mixtures of several dif- 
ferent whiskies, made from different 
types of grains, and often from many 
different distilleries. They are usu- 
ally cheaper than single malts and 
not as tasty, though there are a few 
premium blends. 

While blended scotch is the un- 
loved redheaded stepchild of the 
scotch family, single malt is the fam- 
ily favourite; single malt scotch is 
almost always higher in quality (and 
therefore more expensive). Legally, 
single malt can only come from a 
single distillery, and must only be 
made from malted barley. 

The term “malt” comes from the 
malting process, in which the grains 
are soaked in water and allowed to 
germinate, thereby converting the 


> 
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Solid Stronachie | Single malt scotch is good holiday fare —it gets you buzzed nice 'n’ quick! 


starch into sugar. The grains are then 
dried in a kiln, typically over peat 
fires. This imbues the grains with a 
“peaty” flavour reminiscent of wood 
smoke, bacon fat, and leather. 

Scotch also derives its flavour from 
aging in oak barrels. The law states 
that single malt must be aged for at 
least three years, but most is aged for 
much longer. Ever the economists, 
the Scots have traditionally used 
old barrels from sherry and bour- 
bon production to do their aging — 
though recent years have seen a pro- 
liferation of “finishing” single malt 
in everything from old rum barrels 
to Bordeaux barriques. 


Single Malt Regions 
Single malt scotch is made all over 
Scotland. Though certain styles are 
associated with each area, these can 
vary wildly between distilleries. 

Highlands: Unsurprisingly, this 
vast geographic area — “highlands” 
encompass the entire northern part 
of Scotland — has by far the high- 
est number of distilleries. Given the 
sheer number of producers, it's dif- 
ficult to make generalizations. How- 
ever, in general, Highland single malt 
tends to be relatively light in body, 
with a moderate degree of peatiness. 
Speyside is often considered home 
to the most refined of the Highland 
whiskies, and the two best-selling 
scotches come from here: Glenlivet 
and Glenfiddich. The Island single 
malts are few in number, scattered 
across this stormy archipelago. It’s 
difficult to pin down a distinct style 
and each one is rather unique; my 
favourites include Arran, Highland 
Park, and Talisker- 

Islay: 


Pronounced “eye-luh,” 





a Pa 
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these whiskies hail from an island 
off the western coast of the High- 
lands. There are nine distilleries on 
the island, making whisky that tends 
to have a full body and a pungently 
peaty character. Indeed, Islay is home 
to the three peatiest single malts: 
Ardbeg, Laphroaig, and Lagavulin. 
However, a few distilleries (notably 
Bruichladdich and Bunnahabhain) 
make lighter whiskies. As befits the 
environment, the Islay single malts 
are often described as having char- 
acteristics of seaweed, salt, and even 
iodine. These are hearty, distinctive 
whiskies that will fortify you with in- 
ner heat on a cold day. 

Lowlands: The Lowland region 
is the ghost of single malt past. 
Though, there used to be several 
distilleries here, but now only three 
remain: Glenkinchie, Auchentoshan, 
and Bladnoch. These whiskies tend 
to be quite light in body, with mini- 
mal peat. Some attribute this style 
as the reason for the area's down- 
fall — the world’s palate has shifted 
and now tends to prefer something a 
little heavier. Still, keep these in 
mind if you want something easy- 
drinking. 

Campbeltown: Jutting into the 
ocean on a peninsula in the west- 
ern Highlands, Campbeltown was 
once the whisky capital of Scotland. 
However, a crappy economy and 
subsequent decline in whisky quality 
caused the area to lose its glory. Like 
the Lowlands, only three distilleries 
are currently in operation: Spring- 
bank, Glen Scotia, and Glengyle. 
Springbank is the best known of 
these, with an extensive list of of- 


ferings — though don't overlook the . 


other two on that account. 





DINING « MEXI - BY SCOTT LINGLEY | 609 words 


Budget Burritos 


MUCHO BURRITO MAY NOT BE 
THE FANCIEST MEXICAN JOINT 
IN TOWN, BUT AT LEAST THE 
HOT SAUCE IS HOT 





MUCHO BURRITO FRESH MEXICAN GRILL 


Y | 0124-109 st,780-429-4220 





Sad to say that Mexican food in this 
town, except as an adjunct of some 
other Central American cooking tra- 
dition, is pretty slim pickin’s. 

The dropoff from reputable, au- 
thentic joints like Mexico Lindo to 
fast food-grade microwave delicacies 
is abrupt. More of a continuum in 
the burrito/taco realm would be wel- 
come, and not just trendy drinkpori- 
ums with a sideline in nachos. I re- 
call with particular affection a recent 
jaunt to San Francisco, where I made 
the acquaintance of not one but two 
top-notch taquerias, each of which 
provided me with a mid-morning 
burrito repast that still makes my 
tongue swim just to think of, each of 
which sustained my energy for the 
day’s many uphill marches. Not only 
were these loaded tortillas the size of 





THE TAB: $8.48 (FOOD ONLY) 
THE GIST: YOU WERE EXPECTING FANCY MAYBE? 
TRIED: THE BURRITO 
AVOID: THE LUNCH RUSH 





a toddler’s arm, but the ingredients 
were also freshly made and lavishly 
flavoured — plenty of cilantro and 
jalaperios in the fresh salsa, the tat- 
ters of carne asada and refritos each 
exuding their own palate-tingling 
sauciness, and that creamy, garlicky 
seam of mashed avocado. Together 
those ingredients tasted like a meal, 
dammit, and all for seven bucks 
U.S. which was about seven bucks 
CDN back in the carefree days of 
September. 

Flash-forward to the present, a 
chapped, icy day on Edmonton's grey 
streets. Already Mucho Burrito, a 
downtown instalment of a franchise 
currently dotting Alberta (coming 
soon to Lister Hall!), Saskatchewan, 
and Ontario, has its work cut out 
reviving those pleasant associations 
with burritos by the bay. The steamy 
windows foretell a bustling lunch- 
time trade, and sure enough, Mucho 
Burrito’s premises are already filling 
with patrons. All traces of the pre- 
vious charmless by-the-slice pizza 
joint have been effaced by a typi- 


cally ersatz franchise interior plas 
tered over with marketing collater,| 
a big illuminated menu board anj 
a few flatscreen TVs looping trivi; 
about Mexico. 

The service style will be familiar tg 
any patron of Subway — your entré 
takes a trip behind a sneezeguar( 
passed from one station to the nex, 








for the application of ingredients 
from a palette of toppings and fla 
vourings by a sullen young person 
in a visor and logo’d t-shirt. Mucho 
Burrito has other Mexican-type dish 
es, but I’m there for the eponymous 
foodstuff (or stuffed food). 

First, | have to decide what the 
main ingredient would be. Ever an 
aficionado of savoury stewed pork, 
I select the carnitas. How big? | 
had to choose between pequeio 
($6.99), medio ($7.49), and mu. 
cho ($10.49). The extra 50 cents 
doesn’t seem much of a barrier to 
upgrading from small to medium 
but I decline the option of having my 
burrito “smothered,” which happens 
to far too many burritos nowadays 
An extra buck for guacamole — we'll 


just have to see whether that's worth 
it. Whole wheat tortilla, black beans 
with that lime-cilantro rice, hot salsa, 
a skimpy dash of guacamole, cheese 
chopped cilantro, a serious scoop of 
saucy carnitas rolled up and popped 
into a sandwich press, constructed 
by employees who embody all the joy 
inherent in the concept of “assembly 
line.” 

The finished product? Surpms 
ingly palatable, actually. For one 
thing, they don’t lie about the “hot’ 
part of hot salsa — the spiciness o! 
their house condiment permeates 
the whole burrito, so you might want 
to dial down to medium or mild. The 
beans are a little skimpy and dont 
contribute much flavour or heft t0 
the finished product, I’m not sure 
I noticed the cheese either, but the 
juicy pork, the rice, and guac taste 
just fine twisted up together in tha! 
steamed 'n’ browned tortilla. It ain! 
Taqueria Pancho Villa, but Much 
Burrito easily tops its budget-priced 
competitors in our meagre Mex" 
marketplace for value and taste. 





RESTO CAPS « RECENTLY REVIEWED - BY SCOTT LINGLEY 





ACCENT EUROPEAN LOUNGE 

8223-104 St., 780-431-0179 

THE TAB: $51 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: As ever, a Euro-comfort food 
landmark 

TRY: The steak tartar ($14) 

AVOID: Strenuous post-dining activity 


COLONEL MUSTARD’S CANTEEN 
10802-124 St., 780-488-1590 

THE TAB: $4] for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Multi-hued sammich joint does 
gourmet dinner 

TRY: Caramelized onion and roasted 
tomato pizza ($12) 
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THECOPPER POT 

101, 9707-110 St., 452-7800 

THE TAB: $67 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Fabulous new menu, great view, 
a casual-fancy night out 

TRY: The braised bison short ribs and house 
made duck sausage ($30) 


EL RANCHO SPANISH RESTAURANT 
1810-87 St., 780-471-4930 

THE TAB: $33 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Solid Mexi-Salvadorean fare, 
nice room, indifferent service 

TRY: The Enchilada Mexicana ($10.95) 
BEWARE: Mathematical errors 


agenda |newsBopinion| ty life music| onscreen ats classifieds sex thet 


THEHATRESTOPUB 

10251 Jasper Ave., 780-429-4471 

THE TAB: $42.95 for three (food only) 
THE GIST: Edmonton greasy-spoon land- 
mark goes upscale 

TRY: The burgers! 

BEWARE: The sticker shock 








NEED ARIDE? THERE ARE A LOT OF ALTERNATIVES TO DRIVING HOME FROM YOUR OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY. CHECK OUT WWWOPERATIONREDNOSECOM * “ity lite 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 





















AN ADVANCED SCREENING 


PASS FOR TWO 


RINGTUNES 
») 


Live Your Life 
T.I. ft. Rihanna 


Right Now (Na Na Na), 
Akon 


My Life, 
The Game ft. Lil Wayne 


Poker Face, 
Lady GaGa 


Rock N’Roll Train, 
AC/DC 


TIME 


Foe iy : grand prize 
winners 
will receive 
a copy of 
the book 


Hot N Cold, by vikas 


Katy Perry 


swarup 
Love Lockdown 

Kanye West AND A 
Womanizer, 

Britney Saat slumdog 
So What, millionaire 


A DANNY BOYLE rum 


slumdog millionaire ieee 


Pink 


Winter Wonderland, 
Ella Fitzgerald 





www.foxsearchlight.com 


soundtrack Available at all Digttal Retallars 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 18" ar 7:00 PM 
GARNEAU THEATRE 
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TEXT 


HOT 
TO 4781 


To download the hottest tracks, 
ringtunes and more. 
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think Anead 


Can’t get into the program you want? 
MacEwan can help. 
We have two programs to point you in the right dire 


mylLook 


Nicolette Grey | Marketing Student, NAIT 



















BY PAIGE PAQUETTE Preparation for University and College 
| Improve your high schoo! grades * Fast track your way to admiss 
My Look: Whatevah. | personalized plan for success * You may be eligible for funding 


equivalent courses in a college setting. 
Start in January. Call 780.497.4029 


General Studies i 
Earn university and college-level credit « Choose from a range of liberal arts co 
Work on program requirements ¢ Take optional high school equivalent courses 
Start in January. Call 780.497.5653 


Hair: | get it done at Ebony and Ivory, by the West End. 

Wearing: My glasses are Dolce & Gabbana, and my bracelet and jeans are from Club Monaco. 
The shirt is from Urban and my boots and necklace are Aldo. My ring is a souvenir from Mexico. 
Usually | just put on whatever | feel like wearing that day. | mostly wear jeans and boots, and 
baggier shirts I'll cinch with a belt. | love baggy T-shirts and skinny jeans. | just take different 
parts of what everyone wears and putit together in a way | like. | have four tattoos. | havea lot 
Of piercings, It's just a way to express yourself other than clothing. A lot of people have a bad 
idea about tattoos, and a lot of people don't see me as someone who'd have tattoos, but their 
Opinion shouldn't change because of that. Every tattoo | have has a special meaning to me. 






Two programs, one purpose. Think MacEwan. 


Wanna be in My Look? Send your photo to style@see.greatwest.ca. 
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COMMENT - CHECKMATE? | 61 words 


Cold, Calculated, 





HIDDEN NINJA FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
HARPER SEEMED SIDESWIPED 
BY THE COALITION ANNOUNCE- 
| MENT, BUT IN AFEW SWIFT 
MOVES HE SHATTERED THE 
OTHER SIDE 





Though no lives were lost, Stephen 
Harper's pinpoint attacks on his en- 
emies in the last couple weeks were 
acts of backstabbing political ter- 
rorism — and his behaviour was es- 


| pecially hypocritical considering his 
| pledge of “holding out a hand to all 
| members of all parties.” 


Obviously, what he did is nothing 
on the same scale or bloody intent as 
9/11 — get serious. But his acts are 
structurally similar in a creepy way I 
hope no one forgets when we finally 
have an election. He’s a cold and cal- 
culating politician, don’t forget, and 
he's certainly not the only one. But I 
honestly believe he struck twice, spe- 
cifically, to spark exactly the response 
he got: a prenatal coalition he doesn't 


| believe will work. Don't be fooled by 


his backing down. It's all part of the 
game. Let's look closely. 
Dramatically, if not “without warn- 
ing” as some claim, Harper attacked 
the Liberals via the $1.95 funding bo- 
nus that goes along with every vote 
cast, money the Liberal Party would 
seem to need right now. And because 
it’s an allocation the majority of Ca- 
nadians are against (although I like 
it, personally), any reaction, such as 


trying to take over the government, 
doesn’t exactly have good optics. 
Optics matter. Especially consider- 
ing some of the bullshit the opposi- 
tion has put up with in the last few 
years with far less of a reaction. But 
threaten to take their money away... 
you know the story. 

Incidentally, proroguing Parlia- 
ment doesn’t have good optics, ei- 
ther. But look who's getting blamed 
for that, when we read the popular- 
ity stats. Which is my larger point 
about a certain political wolverine 
out there. 

The second surgical attack, before 
we get too far ahead, was on the 
unions and their right to strike. That 
would be the letter bomb, the second 
tower if you like, hand-sent to the 
NDP for consideration. Ottawa is a 
small place and party insiders across 
the board have big mouths. Do you 
honestly believe Harper didn't expect 
a major reaction? That is, in fact, the 
point of terrorism. Harper got what 
he hoped for. An ambitious Jack 
Layton (yes, all politicians are am- 
bitious) jumped right into the bear 
trap. With so much blame being laid 
at the feet of auto workers and their 
“sweet union salary deals” right now, 
the minority prime minister hacked 
at a narrow political, rather than 
widely populist, nerve. The NDP and 
unions are tight bedfellows. Layton’s 
reaction, to prematurely pull the left 
together, was something everyone 
has been talking about for months 
— often dismissively, for ideological 
reasons that haven't gone away. 

Two-front war was Harper's gam- 
ble, yes. But after pulling out a few 
Canadian flags and threatening 
Quebec's separation — which Gilles 
Duceppe did not — he pulled it off 


And Undeniably Smart 


with understandable calm. It's what 
he wanted all along: to psych out the 
left with threatened action most Ca 
nadians agree with, then retract and 
appear to be the victim of conspira 
cy, un-patriotism, and, hilariously 
politics. 

Now hopefully no one reading this 
sees it as an endorsement for Ste 
phen Harper's ethics or this brand 
of menace. All I’m saying is that 
he’s the best chessplayer out ther: 
— even though what all the leaders 
should have been doing is working 
really fucking hard together to keep 
the country solid instead of playing 
chess. Harper started it, to use a five 
year-old’s tongue, and the opposition 
kept the fight going. Both Harper and 
Jack Layton used it as an opportunity 
to stall the Liberals from elevating a 
leader who can actually communi 
cate in English, the biggest threat to 
both parties. 

But finally fathoming the scope 
of that threat, Dion’s moving along 
quickly now, the natural fall guy to 
take the blame for the failure of this 
coalition to do anything other than 
what the destructive Mr. 
wanted, 

The funny thing about all this is 
it showed democracy in action, over 


Harper 


and over. The coalition’s players as 
serted themselves and the minor 
ity government didn't get their ideas 
ratified — the new budget will likely 
go through a similar vetting (should 
uh, Parliament ever resume). 

Still, in the long term, Harper will 
wear this recession. Hopefully we'll 
remember how he tried to take ad- 
vantage of his political opponents’ 
predictable weaknesses while the 
rest of the world did what they could 
to prevent tipping over the brink. 


i 





EVENTS 


BRIGHT NIGHTS HAWRELAK PARK, 9330 GROAT RD., DECT- 
JAN 4 Five hundred Christmas light displays. Drive thru only. 


| THECELESTIAL RAILROAD TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE, 


T1211 142ND ST., DEC 5 - DEC 18 Telus world of science presents 
a full-dome exploration of the novel Night on the Galactic 
Railroad, by Japanese children's writer Kenji Miyazawa. Info: 
780-452-9100. 

A CHRISTMAS PAST RUTHERFORD HOUSE, 11153 
SASKATCHEWAN DR., U OF A CAMPUS, DEC 14 With Christmas 
carollers, cookies baked in a wood oven, festive crafts, and 
homemade apple cider. Doors at 12 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, 
STRATHCONA SENIORS CENTRE, 10831 UNIVERSITY AVE., DEC 
2-DEC22 Art includes paintings, fibre art, woodwork and 
pottery from artists featured in the galleries 2008 season. 
Info: 780-433-5807. 

AN EVENING OF POETRY UPPER CRUST CAFE, 10909 86TH 


| AVE, DEC15 With local spoken word artists Anton Capri, Hal 
| Cashman, Patti Sinclair, Ken Steele, and Jacqueline Williams. 


Doors at 7 p.m. 

FINE ARTS OPEN HOUSE ENTERPRISE SQUARE, 10230 
JASPER AVE, DECTI With guest speakers Dawn Detarando 
and Brian McArthur, Doors at 6:30 p.m. 

FROM CHAOS TO PEACE MEN'S GROUP CHANGE FOR 
CHILDREN OFFICE, 2ND FLR, 10808 124TH ST, OCT 30 - DEC 


| 25Group workshop for men who have experienced abuse 
| from their partner. Sessions facilitated by professional social | 
| workers. Every Thu from 6:30-6:30 p.m. Free admission, 

Info: 780-496-4777. 


HAYRIDES WITH SANTA CALLINGWOOD MARKETPLACE, 
T78TH ST, & 69TH AVE. DEC6 - DEC 20 Join Santa Claus on 





a free horse-drawn hayride on the first three Saturdays of 
December. 

JITTERBUG SWING DANCE ORANGE HALL, 10335 84TH 
AVE, DEC13 Dance swing, jive, charleston, and lindy hop all 
night long. Beginner lesson at 8 p.m., dance from 9 p.m.-12 
a.m. Info: www.sugarswing.com. 

POISON IVY & MISTLETOE MISFIRINGS THE ARTERY, 
9535 JASPER AVE,, DEC 14 Book fair representing a wide array 
of local journals and publishers. With guest speakers and 
discussion. 

STITCH AND CHAT THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 18TH AVE, DEC 7 Learn to knit, crochet, 
cross-stitch, sew, and converse. Doors at 7 p.m. 

STORY SLAM BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624 76TH AVE, DECT7 
Come tell your festive tales as a part of this open stage 
event. Sign up at 7 p.m. 

TEA & TALES RUTHERFORD HOUSE, 11153 SASKATCHEWAN 
DR, UOF A CAMPUS, DEC 11 With storyteller Marjorie Russell 
and live music. Doors at 7 p.m. 

YESS FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN DEVONIAN BOTANIC 
GARDEN, FIVE KM NORTH OF DEVON ON HWY 60, DEC T- JAN 
16 Youth Emergency Shelter kicks off its annual fundraising 
campaign. Info: wwwyess.org. 


QUEER 


AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group 
on sex and gender differences in education and culture. 
Pre-service and practicing teachers, community members 
welcome, Info: andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 780-492-0772. 
EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTQ 
Liaison Committee is composed of a variety of concerned 





lesbian, gay, bisexval, trans-identified, two-spirited, queet, 
allied community members, and police officers. Email 
questions or concems to epslgbtq@yahoo.ca. All inquiries 
treated with confidentiality and respect. To report a hate 
or bias motivated crime, contact the EPS Hate & Bias Crime 
Unit, 780-421-3489. 

EXPOSURE 2008 NOV 14- NOV23 Queer arts and culture 
festival. Hosted by Darrin Hagen. Info: www.exposurefes- 
tival.ca. 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for 
LGBTQ faculty, graduates, academic & staff, Straight allies 
welcome. Monthly meetings. Info: kwells@ualberta.ca or 
mwonham@ivalberta.ca 

PRIDE CENTRE 9540 111 AVE, 780-488-3234. Hours: 
TUE-FRI1-10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Drop-in, library, 

and community internet services are available. Online 
enewsletter Hours: TUE-FRI1-10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Info: 
780-488-3234 or www.pridécentreofedmonton.org. 
TEAM EDMONTON A volunteer operated, non-profit 
society for members and friends of the GLBT community, 
offering well organized and fun sporting events and other 
recreational activities within a positive social framework. 
Info: www.teamedmonton.ca, 

WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized monthly activ 
ties. Memberships available, including monthly newsletter 
Confidentiality assured. Info: www.womonspace.ca, 


- womonspace@gmail.com, or 780-482-1794, 


YOUTHSPACE PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON, 9540-111 AVE 
Anafter-school drop-in program for gay, lesbian, bisexval. 
trans-identified, queer, questioning, and allied (GLBTQ08") 
youth under 25, Open TUE-SAT 3-7 p.m. Info: brendan@ 
pridecentreofedmonton.org or 780-488-3234. 
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How was the Food Bank founded? 
|nitially it was founded by a group of people 
that saw there was a lot of food wasted in 
our community and they also saw that there 
were soup kitchens and shelters and other 
groups that needed food. They wanted to 
see if there was a collaborative way to re- 
duce food waste and get food to people who 
needed it. 


Has that changed over the years? 

We still do a lot of gleaning of food. Seventy- 
five per cent of our food is food we glean 
from the food industry. We pick up from over 
100 grocery stores a week. 


How is this year’s drive going? 
It's too early to tell at this point. We had “Stuff 
a Bus,” and that worked out really well, but 


Marjorie Bencz| 
PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH L LAWTON. 
Q&As WITH EDMONTONIANS BY ANDREW PAUL 


some of the big ones, like Candy Cane Lane, 
don't open up until next weekend, so it’s still 
really early in the work we're doing 


How has the need for your service 
changed over the years? 

Sometimes we're seen as a barometer of 
changing situations in the community, but | 
am hesitant to draw a stereotype of anybody 


needing the Food Bank. Unfortunately, any 
one can lose a job, anyone can go through 
a family breakup and find themselves in a 
situation where they need to services of the 
Food Bank or similar organizations. We do 
see a lot of people who are on some sort of 
fixed income or are on socia! assistance or 
AISH, and then we see a lot of working poor 
turning to us as well 


TA 


When is your busy season? 
Our work js all year round and we're cur- 
rently providing food with our partners — 
we have a working partnership with 160 
agencies, churches, and food depots at this 
point — to provide food to soup kitchens, 
shelters, school lunch programs, and hamper 
programs. We are currently serving 10,500 
people through our hamper program, and 
we also provide food for more than 250,000 


meals and snacks each month 


What are you asking the public for? 
We're looking for high-protein, non-perish 
able food items like canned meats, peanut 
butter, and powdered milk, and we also have 
events that focus on specific types of food 
The CBC turkey drive, for instance, is focusing 
on turkeys and/or money to buy turkeys. We 
also collect monetary donations. Our goal 
this Christmas season is $650,000. 


What shouldn't people donate? 

People need to focus on the kind of things 
we're asking for at certain events. At Candy 
Cane Lane, we're focusing on non-perishable 
food items, so that is what people should 
bring 


Why would you encourage others to get 
involved? 

There's a Christmas song this year that sums 
it up. It says, “May there be peace on earth, 
let it begin with me.” 
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in health care education 
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+ Largest program in Canada 
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Certificate 

+ High employment rates 
+ Great job opportunities 
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Have more moolah 
for chicks night out. 

















. ia Save over 15% with a 
a = 7 bundle you can bank on. 


. From $80.95/mo: for 1 year, 
aco Ue | Mglaeeedeee- | —yith 1 month FREE 




















Call 310-1144 or visit telus.com/bundle or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 






TELUS AUTHORIZED DEALERS 

Malls Downtown West ‘St Albert 

Kingsway Garden Mall TELUS Plaza North: 14903 - 118th Ave. St. Albert Centre 

West Edmonton Mall Unit 30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 
ee 20 Muir Dr. 

City Centre Mall 

Northgate Mail 


‘Offer available until December 31, 2008 to residential clients in select locations with a 1, 2 or 3 year TELUS TV service agreement. Starting on month 13 bundle rate will be $85.95/month. Prices may vary for existing clients on @ TELUS Long Distance, High Speed Internet, or TV service agreement. +1 month of free services available to clients who have not subscribed © 
TELUS High Speed intemet or TV in the past 90 days. TELUS reserves the right to modity the channel ne-up prices and packages without notice. Minimum system requirements apply. #Based on total service éisruptions and outages experienced by clients inthe past year. Defined asthe most comprehensive suite of hardware and software security tools, © 2008 TELUS 
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SEBASTIEN GRAINGER 

HAD AHEADSTART TO THE 
MOUNTAINS’ SUCCESS, BUT 
HE’S STILL GRATEFUL FOR 
DFAIS79’S GOOD RUN 





JINGLE BELL ROCK 

w/ Sebastien Grainger and The Mountains, Metric, The 
Dears, Tokyo Police Club, and guests. Wed, Dec. 17 (7pm). 
Shaw Conference Centre (9797 Jasper Ave), Tickets: 
$3750, available through Ticketmaster (451-8000/ 
ticketmaster.ca). 





Fans might have been confused when 
Death From Above 1979 announced 
its dissolution in the summer of 
2006, considering the band’s popu- 
larity seemed to be ona never-ending 
ascent; their simple, torrid bass and 
drum dance-punk had taken Sebas- 
tien Grainger and Jesse F. Keeler as 
far aS a raucous appearance on Late 
Night with Conan O’Brien and a gig 
at Madison Square Garden. 

3ut now, more than two years af- 
ter the duo's split, with the success 
of Keeler's MSTRKRFT project and 
Grainger recently releasing his debut 
solo album, Sebastien Grainger and 
The Mountains, it is clear that the 
two weren't exactly dependent on 
one another to make music. 

“Jesse and I were both recording 
and writing independently before 
and during that band,” Grainger ex- 
plains while on his way to a show in 
Philadelphia. “Our intention with 
that band was always to use it as a 
way out of obscurity and as a way 
to propel ourselves. In that aspect, 
it went its course and did its job, 
for sure.” 

As much as Death From Above 
was a launching pad for his own 
ambitions, Grainger has purposely 
taken his time in putting together his 
first record. 

“I wasn’t really interested in direct- 


MUSIC PREVIEW - FROM ABOVE - BY WARREN HAAS |721 words 


Heading Down The Mountain 


ly translating the momentum of the 
old band into this current project,” he 
says, “not only because | thought it'd 
be kind of cheap but also, you know, 
these things take time to develop.” 
Although he’s gone through an ex 
tended period of musical growth 
he points out that he is still benefit 
ing from his past accomplishments 
“There's no question that I’m start 
ing with a bit of a head start, being in 


a band that was pretty successful. I 
feel lucky about that 

This sense of appreciation trans- 
lates into the music on Sebastien 
Grainger and The Mountains, which 
some may find surprisingly more op- 
timistic than the lovelorn wailing his 
former band was known for. A rock 
and roll record at heart, it showcases 
a diverse set of influences from David 
Bowie through Queens of the Stone 
Age. To Grainger, it’s the sound he's 
| feel 
like it’s the record I’ve been eek. 


been crafting his whole life 


years old,” 
“and this is the kind of the: 
I've been meaning to be in for at least 


to make since I was 15 
says, 


that long as well 

“I made a record I'm completely 
satisfied with and really proud of,” 
he continues. “Likewise for the live 
show. We've taken time to develop it 
into what it is: a real live rock show.” 

Though he's gone the better part 
of two years without doing extensive 
touring, Grainger seems intent on 
giving his all each time he plays live. 
“I'm interested in a more cathartic 
type of performance, more full-on,” 
he says. “That's what's satisfying to 
me and that's what I enjoy doing 
It was almost a revelation to come 
around and realize just because my 
old band wasn’t playing anymore 
didn’t mean I didn't like to get fuck- 
ing crazy.” 
Knowing that he would bring his 


17 FEEL LIKE IT’S THE RECORD I'VE BEEN 
WANTING TO MAKE SINCE! WAS 15 YEARS OLD. 





Sebastien With An “E” | Death From Above 1979 may have expired long ago, but Grainger and Keeler are stil alive and kicking. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


solo material to this kind of environ- 
ment onstage is something Grainger 
says motivated making of 
the album 

“The idea of the band and what we 
do live informs the recording,” he 
says. “Without the live band, there 
would not have been this record. 


the 


That's another revelation for me: | 
didn’t intend to make a high-energy 


record and it actually is, so that was 
something where I was like, ‘Oh, 
okay, this is what I do.” 

€ven though Death From Above 
1979 was famous for its adrenal- 
ized shows that may have ultimately 
worn the band out, Grainger says it 
was only a means to find’a band that 
has no end in sight. 

“There's no sense in making a re- 


cord and then just letting it die,” he 
says. “You want to see it through 
and you want to see how far you can 
take something. That's where we are 
now. We want to see what oppor- 
tunities are presented to us and we 
basically just want to keep playing 
bigger and better shows and travel- 
ling farther. Why would you do it any 
other way?” 
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HOT TICKETS - MUST-SEE SHOWS 





“NAYDAY 


Radioforhelp 

Starlite Room + Dec. 12 

$10 | Ticketmaster 

These local boys have managed to break 


into the national music market and earn 
comparisons to the likes of Jimmy Eat World, 


Taking Back Sunday, and Third Eye Blind. Of | 


course, we found that out by reading the bio 
on their own website, so maybe they're the 
only ones who see the similarities. There's 
only one way to find out for sure if they 
belong in those bands’ company: namely, 
showing up for their show on Friday. Perfect 
Blue, Acronycal, and One Day Late will be 
opening the set. 





SWEET CHARITY 

Rock for Santa 
Avenue Skatepark « Dec. 13 
$20 At the door 


Talk about a sweet deal. When was the last 
time you bought 10 things for the price of 
one? Never? That's what we thought! But 
now you can, and the best part is that your 
cash will go to some pretty good causes. 
Thatis, if you consider The Christmas Bureau, 
Santas Anonymous, The Food Bank, and 
Adopt-a-Teen worthy causes. If you don't, 
you're probably a Scrooge, but it's not our 
place to judge. The first band will take the 
stage at 5 p.m, and we've been told to leave 
our skateboards at home. 





URBAN MALADY 


| Sick City 


Pawn Shop - Dec. 18 
$10 | At the door 


They've just released Nightlife, their first 
full-length album, and already MuchMusic is 
airing their video for “Smiles & Cries.” Not too 
shabby, except this quintet from Winnipeg 
appears to be suffering from a massive iden- 
tity crisis — rock, punk, metal, pop? Come on, 
guys, which one is it? Anyway, they say that 
their music is 60 per cent evil and 40 per cent 
Pop, so you can make your own calculations. 
They're also asking fans to submit their own 
nightlife photos for posting on their website, 


but so far nothing. What's the deal? a 
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ESTIMATOR REQUIRED: 


to do material take-offs and prepare bid documents 
on projects quotes for the electrical industry 


Outstanding Benefits Include: 


*Comprehensive benefits: health, dental, medical, 
life insurance, disability, etc 
“Participation in company RRSP program 


lf you are interested in exploring the next step,check out 
the “Independent Advantage" at www.iecgroup.ca 
Please forward your resume to careers@iecgroup.ca 






*Competitive wages 





9934-82 Avenue 


Edmonton, Siberta 


met. 780.433.3545 
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Repairs & Restoration 
Music Lessons 
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Sappy Tales From Mahood 














DESPITE ALL OUR CRITICAL 
HUMBUGGERY, WE JUST CAN'T 
GET BEVERLEY MAHOOD TO 
SING A SOUR NOTE 





BEVERLEY MAHOOD 

w/ Tom Jackson and Amanda Scott. Dec. 12 (6:30pm). 
Robertson-Wesley United Church (10209-123 St). 
Tickets: $20, available through Ticketmaster (451-8000/ 
ticketmaster.ca).. 





Talking with Canadian country mu- 





Who are 
Albertas 


most 


distinguished 
artists? 


Have your say, by nominating your choice 
for a Lieutenant Governor of Alberta 
Distinguished Artist Award. Up to three 

artists — or arts supporters — will be selected 


by a national panel. 


The chosen artists will receive a specially cast medal, 
a lapel pin and $30,000. The presentations will be made 
at a Gala Arts event in Grande Prairie on June 20th 2009. 


Please see the program website at www.artsawards.ca 
for full details and nomination forms. 


Closing date for nominations — February 16th, 2009 
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Girl Power | Performer Beverley Mahood is not waiting for a Prince Charming to come along, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


sic star Beverley Mahood is like talk- 
ing to a motivational Energizer bun- 
ny. Usually I feel like an inadequate 
failure when exposed to positive go- 
getter types and resort to cynicism in 
self-defence. But Mahood isn't over- 
bearing, just encouraging. 

“It all goes back to when I released 
my first single, “Girl Out of the Or- 
dinary,’ which is the first song | ever 
wrote,” says Mahood in her sweet, 
folksy style. “I talk about and believe 
in the same things, which is believ- 
ing in yourself and not letting any- 


| body bring you down, even if you 


| feel like sometimes you don’t fit in or 


| you’re not quite on the same page as 


everyone.” 





True to her word, Mahood's career 
path has definitely been out of the 
ordinary. In 2004 she stopped be- 


“T really wanted to make sure that 


I focused on women on this record 
that I could make women feel em- 
powered and powerful,” she says 
“Whatever they want in life, there 
was nobody who was going to hand 
that to them on a silver platter. | 
think for some women they kind 
of go, ‘Maybe some guy’s going to 
come along — you know, my Prince 
Charming will come along,’ but you 
know what? What you gotta do is go 
out there and do it yourself.” 

In typical atypical fashion, Mahood 
released not one but two albums this 
November. In addition to Unmis- 
takable, “friends” can also pick her 
second Christmas collection, This 
Christmas Celebrate Me Home 
You'll be able to preview the tracks at 
Mahood’s upcoming Edmonton stop 


"YOU KNOW, HUNGER IS A DISEASE, BUT IT'S 
A DISEASE THAT WE DON'T HAVE TO HAVE 
SCIENTISTS TO PROVE AND SOLVE.” 


ing a full-time artist to host CityTV’s 
Breakfast Television in Vancouver. 
She followed that with a couple 
years as a VJ on CMT’s countdown 


| show Unlimited. She’s been a judge 


on CMT's Chevy Karaoke Star and 
took centre stage in a performance 
of The Vagina Monologues. I’m not 
going to list off her contributions 
to charitable organizations because 
I don’t want this article to turn into 
a résumé, but you do get a sense of 
the kind of person Mahood is sim- 
ply by looking at her dizzying list of 
ventures. She loves challenges, she 
loves that nervous feeling you get 
when you step outside of your com- 
fort zone, she loves her fans (whom 
she prefers to call her friends), and 
she loves helping out where she can 
whenever she can. 

In 2008 Mahood has finally re- 


turned to where it all started, country 


music, releasing Unmistakable, an 
album just as plugged into girl power 
as her first single. 


on Tom Jackson's Singing for Supper 
tour, an annual cross-country event 
in support of the Food Bank. 

“I think that this time-of year is 
when we most recognize that [food 
banks] might be in trouble,” she 
says. “They need baby formula, they 
need things for a lot of the kids. But 
it's throughout the year that the food 
banks are in trouble. You know, hun 
ger is.a disease, butit’s a disease that 
we don’t have to have scientists to 
prove and solve. We can actually help 
and we can actually solve it.” 

I know. It’s sickeningly construc 
tive, but you can hear the sincerity 
in her voice. And since she walks the 
talk, I can't hold onto my pessimism 
So let's round off with one more bout 
of advice from a girl who hasn't done 
it all but as done a darn lot. 

“The most important thing is to be 
yourself in everything you do,” she 
says. “The only thing you can do in 
life, and do it well, is be yourself.” 

We promise we'll try. 
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FOR YOUR FAVOURITE RIDE IN OUR 
CHOOSE TH CRUISE CONTEST 
AND YOU COULD WIN IT! 


Ladies and gentlemen, start your thumbs. TEXT IN AND VOTE for the ride that moves 
you the most and you'll havea CHANCE TO WIN IT! Choose the rugged JEEP PATRIOT, 
the hip JEEP COMPASS or the bold DODGE CALIBER. 


To cast your vote, just text CALIBER, COMPASS or PATRIOT to 24680. 


Once you've voted, we'll text you back with contest entry details. 





2009 DODGE CALIBER 2009 JEEP COMPASS 











Contest closes on January 31, 2009. Complete contest details available 
W chrysler.ca/chooseandcruise, Jeep is a registered tradema ark 
F Chrysler LLC used under licence by Chrysler Canada Inc 
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TREFIDDLE EDMONTON PLAYWRIGHT MIEKO OUCHI EXPLORED THE “VIOLINIST AS ROCK STAR” 


MYTH IN HER AWARD-WINNING PLAY THE RED PRIEST, ABOUT NICCOLO PAGANINI 
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The Doctor Is (Viol)In 





EUGENE DRAW MAY BE A SHORT 
GUY, BUT HE PLAYS A WICKED 
ELECTRIC VIOLIN. AND THAT 
SHOULD MAKE HIM SEXY. NO? 





OR. DRAW 

Sat, Dec. B (2 & 8pm). Arden Theatre, St. Albert. Tickets: 
$35, available at the Arden box office or Ticketmaster (451- 
8000/ticketmaster.ca). 


Resin Up That Sexy Bow | Dr. Draw brings his seductive string-stroking to St. Albert this weekend. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


te 


For some reason, it seems to me that 
violinists get tagged as “sexy” more 
often than, say, drummers or gui- 
tarists — it's much cooler for rock 
musicians to look dirty or grubby 
or, ahem, hardcore. You hardly ever 
see a group of studly rockers draped 
across the cover of their album any- 
more — but enter the world of clas- 





sical music and you get press shots 
with strings placed between spread- 
eagled legs, jaws agape, eyes peering 
up through seductive brows... it's a 
basic strategy to make that geeky, 
practices-eight-hours-a-day 
cian look, well, enticing. 
So, when Dr. Draw’s presskit came 


musi- 


in, I wasn't surprised to see that 


stance in his photos. Violin prodigy 
Joshua Bell got a bit of the same 
treatment in his press shots earlier 
this year too. Curiously, Toronto's 
Dr. Draw (whose first name is Eu- 
gene) has some insight into what 
it is about the violin that makes its 
player sexier. 

“It could be in the poise,” he says. 
“When you're a rocker you can 
slouch, you don't really think about 
your posture, But when you're play- 
ing the violin, you have to lean back, 
and the line that runs through your 


spine and through your legs and ° 
into the ground has to be complete-” 


ly aligned. That's the only way that 
you can actually perform without 
tension.” That's an interesting way 
to put it, considering this com- 
ment comes from the same guy who 
could be seen wildly jumping on top 
of amps and sprinting around the 
mainstage at North Country Fair this 
summer while fiddling madly around 
his band. And pretty deftly, I might 
add. Any guy who can hold a bow 
and a violin and dance like a maniac 
has got more chops than Britney, 
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hands down. 

And sure, some other violinists 
might deem Draw a bit overdramatic 
— but that quality is something the 
Moscow-born musician insists is 
inherent in the violin itself. “The 
recordings are more theatrical, each 
note is approached with more cau 
tion,” he explains. “Rock is very 
chord-oriented, so it’s switching 
from one chord to the next, and then 
you've got a simple vocal melody. But 
with violin, you can bend'the melody 
alot more. You can change the whole 
interpretation of it and the complet: 
mood of it, and even add a little phil 
osophical aspect to it. You can warp 
time, in a musical sense — technique 
permitting, you can really do any- 
thing. It's definitely one of the most 
dramatic instruments. | guess it’s the 
performance quality and the drama 
and the sound of the instrument that 
equal sexiness. It's a combination of 
all those things,” he laughs. 

Draw’s next album, Distinctively 
Unclassified (which is scheduled for 
an official release in January but is 
available exclusively on his holiday 
tour stops until then), is a smatter- 
ing of all these qualities mixed with a 
little electro and rock. 

“It's a very eclectic album,” he says 
“It became an interpretation of what's 
going on in the world right now, and 
a kind of therapeutic device to help 
people out in these tough times we re 
going through. The world is becom- 
ing a little gloomy and a little dark 
— especially out here in the west 
where we thought we were the un 
touchables, it’s kind of in response to 
that. It's music that does not isolat« 


itself, it translates to what's actually 


going on — it's extremely emotional 
Through that I want to lift people's 
experiences and cheer them up.” 

Some parting advice for those who 
might want to cash in on the sexiness 
that soaks those violinists? Draw has 
a warning: “Never stand close to a 
violinist when they’re playing, be- 
cause you can get poked in the eye 
That, and we have sticky fingers.’ 
And that's because of the resin on 
the bow, kids. 
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ALL THE WAY FROM LONDON, 
ENGLAND, DRAGONFORCE IS AN 
Epic FANTASY METAL BAND TO 
BE RECKONED WITH 





DRAGONFORCE 

ww/ Turisas and Powerglove. Mon, Dec 15 (6pm), Edmonton 
" Fvent Centre, WEM. Tickets: $35, available through 
Ticektmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca). 





“| feel like fucking shit,” says Sam 
Totman, guitarist and main song- 
writer for London-based power met- 
al progenitors DragonForce. 

Deep into their umpteenth North 
American tour, he’s waking up in the 
back of the tour bus, unsure of what 
city he’s in or where he’s headed. “It's 
the usual routine — I wake up at about 
12, lay in bed feeling like shit for a few 
hours. I get up and eat something, 
sit around doing nothing, and then 
get drunk again at about six o'clock, 
Then I’m happy in my halo!” 

With their epic, innovative and 
highly technical approach to power 
metal, replete with soaring choruses, 
lightning-fast guitar, synth solos, and 
alist of influences that include every- 
one from Rhapsody of Fire through 
Bon Jovi and Steve Vai, DragonForce 
have seemingly taken over the world. 
“Through The Fire and Flames,” a 
standout track from their third re- 
cord Inhuman Rampage, brought 
worldwide attention with its inclu- 
sion on Guitar Hero 3. 

“1 don’t even like playing it,” Tot- 
man admits. “Sometimes people will 
get us to play it for an interview or 
something, thinking it will be re- 
ally funny. Oh God — it's just not my 
kind of game. I think it’s a cool idea, 
but personally I find it extremely 
boring.” 

The song's inclusion in the game 


became the ultimate viral market- 
ing campaign, as hundreds of com- 
Petitive guitar heroes posted videos 
of their performances to YouTube. 
This momentum continued when 
Ultra Beatdown, released in August, 
became a critical and commercial 
Success, even hitting the Billboard 
Top 20. All of this comes as a shock 
to the band, who formed for all the 
Night reasons. Well, the one right rea- 
Son, anyway. The one standard that 
no real metal band takes for granted: 
having a damn good time. 
“We wanted to do it for fun,” 
man says. “We never thought we ¥ 
Sing to be popular or make a living 
Sut of it. That was the last thing we 





May The DragonForce 
Be Riff You, Totman 





They Came With Swords Blazing | .. And luscious lacks flying. Seriously, these guys have more hair than The Cutting Room floor. | 


PHOTO SUPPLIED 

expected to do. We just wanted to go 
on tour, have a laugh, and play some 
music we liked.” 

That's exactly what they've done. 
The band has built a reputation for 
having an overblown, often hilarious 
stage show that has involved mini- 
trampolines, giant fans, jump kicks, 


“WE ALL DRINK BOOZE AND RUN AROUND AND MAKE FUN OF EACH OTH 
BECAUSE THAT'S HOW WE ARE OFFSTAGE. I THINK THAT IF £ 
REALLY BORING ONSTAGE, STANDING STILL AND STARING 
GUITARS, THEY'RE BORING PEOPLE OFFSTAGE AS \ 


a 


and a whole lot of alcohol. 

“We all drink booze and run around 
and make fun of each other, because 
that's how we are offstage,” he says. 
“I think that if a band is really boring 
onstage, standing still and staring at 
their guitars, they're boring people 
offstage as well. We're onstage play- 
ing songs, but we're just as stupid as 
we are any other day.” 

The band’s cardio-pumping per- 
formances also have their health 
benefits, as Totman points out. “For 
me, it's the only exercise I do. It's 


_kind of hard, but it means I don't get 
“too fat.” 


Still, Totman is quick to point out 
that they treat the music as no laugh- 


|newsopinion | city ite | music | on screen {rts | classifieds | sex] the back 


ing matter, tirelessly working to 
outdo their previous efforts. Where 
other guitar gods might battle for 
ultimate greatness, the DragonForce 
soloists ditch their egos for the col- 


lective good 


“We're trying to make something | 
that sounds good, rather than try to | 










beat the other guy,” he says. 


“When we finish an album, I lis- 
ten to it all the time because I think | 


it's really cool. At the end of the day, 
we're making music that we think 
is the best music anyone can hear. 
I think your own music is obviously 
going to be your favourite music ... 
unless you're a rubbish band.” 

DragonForce certainly aren't rub- 
bish, and they intend to keep it that 
way. There are still enough laughs 
to be had, arenas to be filled, and 
epic power metal riffs to be written 
to keep Totman and company away 
from real jobs. "¢ 

“It’s still better than working in a 
coal mine or something.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUBS 


BOURBON STREET, WEST EDMONTON MALL 


EVERY MON 


AY 9PM 


HOSTED BY TERRA WITH MR. ENTERTAIN! 





PONTIAC 


Vibe with Available Equipment shown’ ‘ A = 


i CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


ASSOCIATION OF ** 
(CANADA 
Pontiac Vibe Voted “Best New $ 
‘Small Car Over $18,000" rT] 


FREIGHT AND PRE-DELIVERY 
INSPECTION INCLUDED 


2009 PONTIAC VIBE 


VIORE 
HUSTLE 


LESS GUZZLE 


MORE JOURNEY LESS DESTINATION 
= LIVE BIG. DRIVE SMALL. 


* 1.8L, 132hp, 4 cyl. DOHC Variable Valve Timing Engine 

* 60/40 Split-Folding Seats, Reclining Front Bucket Seats, 
Flat Folding Backrest on Front Passenger Seat 

* 1SQ Model 

* The Pontiac Vibe achieved a top 3 finish in the 
CanadianDriver.com 50-litre Challenge for fuel efficiency 


2009 PONTIAC G3 WAVE 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


$11,028" 


FREIGHT AND PRE-DELIVERY INSPECTION 
NOT INCLUDED 
FACTORY ORDER MAY BE REQUIRED 


* Ecotec 1.6L 4-Cylinder DOHC Engine 

* Standard CD with MP3 Playback and Audio Input Jack for iPod® or Other Digital Music Player 
* Driver Seat Manual Height Adjuster, Lumbar Support, and Armrests 

* 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seats 


* 1SM Model 


G3 Wave SE model shownt 


2009 PONTIAC GS 
CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


$13,518" 


FREIGHT AND PRE-DELIVERY 
INSPECTION INCLUDED 


* 2.2L DOHC SFI ECOTEC Engine 

* Standard AM/FM/CD Player with iPod® Audio Input Jack 
* 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seats with Trunk Pass-Thru 

* Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors 

* 15” Steel Wheels 

* 1SM Model 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 


160,000 KM _ ‘Courtesy inansromtarion 


Canada ances OLS RL NCES ERS SCE SEE ESLER FOR LOMTTED RERERANT DETNAS. 





G5 SE Model Shown* 


PONTIAC.GM.CA 


car Heaven 


where old cars come to a good end Toad 


GM pays the first 
monthly 
payments” 


For the latest information, visit us at gm.ca, drop by your local Pontiac * Buick * GMC Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE: **Offers apply as indicated to 2009 Vibe FWD (1SQ)/ G5 Coupe Base (1SM) and include freight 
of $1,290/$1,225. Offer based on cash purchase price for 2009 G3 Wave (1SM). Freight ($1,225), license, insurance, registration, PPSA, administration fees and taxes not included. Administration fees may vary between dealers. 
Dealers are free to set individual prices. Cash purchase price reflects discounts and other incentives which are only available where consumers opt for cash purchase price. By selecting purchase finance offers, consumers will be 
foregoing such discounts and incentives which will result in higher effective interest rates. Offers apply as indicated to 2009 new or demonstrator models. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Alberta Pontiac Buick GMC 
Dealer Marketing Association area only. Limited time offers which may not be able to be combined with other offers. ¥GMCL will pay the first two months’ GMAC finance payments for finance terms up to 60 months only, paid up 
fo a maximum monthly finance payment of $400 (tax included). Offer applicable to equal monthly payment finance agreements with GMAC and subject to GMAC credit approval. ¥2009 Vibe FWD (1SQ) with manual transmission 
{with 49.2L fuel tank), based on GM Testing in accordance with approved Transport Canada test methods. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. 2009 G5 XFE model with manual transmission (with 50L fuel tank), based on GM 
Testing in accordance with approved Transport Canada test methods. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. 2009 G3 Wave (1SM) model with manual transmission (with 45L fuel tank), based on GM Testing in accordance with 
approved Transport Canada test methods. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. AWhichever comes first. Applies to 2009 models. Conditions and limitations apply. Excludes Medium Duty Trucks. See dealer for details. 
+As shown, MSRP for 2009 Vibe with available equipment is $18,195, 2009 G5 SE model is $19,995. 2009 G3 Wave is $18,580. iPod® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc. @Registered trademark of General Motors Corporation. 
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BRITHEY SPEARS’ CIRCUS? SOMEWHAT LOWER TV ON THE RADIO'S DEAR SCIENCE TOPS THE ONION AV CLUB'S 





MUSIC BUZZ « Wicyarlie fom. 


The City Falls To Its Riis 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
THIS WEEK FISH FOUND SOME 
NEW AMBIENT MUSIC, A SOLID 
NEW YEAR'S EVE TICKET, AND 
MET GENE SIMMONS 





At first, rabid skepticism. Mark 
Templeton did his entire set on his 
knees in the dark, after all. Laptop 
glowing in between us, guitar some- 
times (not always) removed from its 
case when played. 

Hm. I’ve made fun of the knob 


guitar chords he first played by hand 
now looping — wham. Just a punch 
in the ear followed by more and more 
interesting variations, fiddled with, 
adjusted, and smiled at 

Walking in halfway through 
wouldn’t do. You needed to see — 
and I mean see — the machine being 
built, piece by piece. Did it last hours 
or seconds? I remember snapping 
out of a sound haze as the Munchkin 
waitress ran in front and took a pho- 
to — things were so loud — but still 
being just glued to the floor, like the 
first time I ever heard Godspeed. 

Ideas from earlier kept looping 
around my brain — Smokie’s hand 
in front of his face has he elbowed 
through Orbison’s “Crying,” Aaron 
Munson curious about enormous 
Tanuki testicles, the fact of a working 


have’a stake in how the station is 
managed and governed. This makes 
me furious. By that same logic, the 
oil companies who contribute mil 
lions to the Alberta Conservatives 
should be able to have a say in how 
much tax they pay and what kind of 
laws get passed. 

Once again, these are hardly the 
hallmarks of a station that proclaims 


itself as ‘far left on the FM dial as. | 


you can get.’ 


capitalist cronyism.” 


lL also got to meet Gene Simmons | 
and do a one-on-one interview with | 


James Hetfield from Metallica (vid- 
eo on my Facefuck page), making it 
a very weird weekend. 


While Simmons was busy propos- | 








in Tool for standing in one spot for 
a whole concert — shouldn't those 
standards apply laterally? Of course, 
ol’ Maynard Toolbox was also cov- 
ered in blue paint under a giant eye 
in a bowl full of potential bouncers. 
And charging each of them a fistful 
of twenties for the pleasure. A whol- 
ly different ecosystem, then. 

But at the Hydeaway show a few 
nights back, different medicine was 
required and delivered as the snow 
floated down. A night of experimen- 
tal music: these things can go so 
wrong, and then didn't. 

Templeton laid down a bed of sound 
at first as the exit sign kept jumping 
out. But then, with the help of some 


Nintendo Entertainment System in 
the back. Look him up on My-Space. 
Ambient music cleans your head. 

Basically, it's official: the place 
to be is Pawn Shop on New Year's 
Eve, This sucks because there are 
also several dazzling contenders. But 
maybe you don't want to be in “the” 
place, anyway. But Whitey Houston 
and Les Tabernacles on one bill? 
Fuck. My. Tanuki. 

DJ Mick Sleeper has this to say 
about the proposed two-hour-man- 
datory volunteer policy at CJSR: 
“Some people are making arguments 
that they just don’t have the time to 
volunteer at CJSR, but since they 
support the station financially, they 


ing public executions for drug dealers | 
and Alaskan exiles for addicts where | 
“you will find your ass in the tundra 
of Alaska chopping wood and trying | 
Hetfield was calmer. I | 


to fuck seals,” 
showed him an old photo of the band 


in the Cliff Burton days, beer cans in 


hand, and he smiled. 
“1 wish | still had that jacket,” he 
said. “It got stolen in Chicago when 


it was about this weather, I set it ona 


bench somewhere. This is just after | 


Ride the Lightning — we'd obvious 


ly been to Europe and had enough | 


money to buy a new leather jacket.” 
He laughed. “This is the paying dues 
days — | miss that. Not like it’s easy 
out here still.” 





Gene, Gene, The Ranting Machine | Gene Simmons pulls off his sunglasses 
bromating Gene Simmons in several was, ndungabig-box store, videogame contol, anda 
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GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


actual human eyes this week fora couple seconds at a press scrum Hotel Mac. He was here 
nan reo label PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


Having any leverage | 
at CJSR based on how much money | 
you donate isn’t left-wing at all; it’s | 















__UST OF THE BEST ALBUMS OF 2008. ¥ 


10442 whyte ave 439.1273 


iN IT] Colb are] 


Sugar Mountain, Live at Canterbury 


le} oko dobre 


MYoOoz ii kK 
www.blackbyrd.cé 


MUSIC 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 + www.ca-northab.org 





DE VANEY’ s 


Bish pase 


9013-88 AVENUE + 465-4834 
8 RM. EVERY WEDNESDAY 
HOSTED BY DUFF ROBINSON 


-. YOU KNOW YOU WANNA 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 
FREE RADIO BAND DEC 12+13™ 





8 PM. EVERY THURSDAY » HOSTED BY NICOLE 





MONDAY TO SUNDAY OPEN AT 11:30 A.M. 


esa? 








complete listings seemagazine.com 





every 
friday & 
saturday 
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Seasoned Vet | Stan Hitchcock has been jamming on 
Stan Hitchcock « Dec. 16 LB’s Pub 


their shot at the big time. 


\ 0 Fx 


the radio since the age of 12. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





Hitchcock is a bit of a philanthropist. He's been taking aspiring musicians under his 
wing since the early ‘60s for no other reason than to see that the underdogs get 





THURSDAY 

Dis/Club Nights 

LOVE 80S NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam. Every Thursday. 

Jazz 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY 
TR. Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 


Pop & Rock 
| MICHAEL RAULT HULBERT', 7601 1ISTH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
TAKE THIS DAY URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. With 


guests. 


Fri, Dec 12 


Blues & Roots 

MIKE SADAVA THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COF- 
FEEHOUSE, 9351 18TH AVE. Info: www.myspace.com/ 
mikesadava. 


Concerts 

| AJOHN BERRY CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 
FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
THE SNOW LAY ON THE GROUND TRINITY LUTHERAN 








CHURCH, 10014 81ST AVE. Christmas concert directed by Eva 
Bostrand with Joyful Noise Choir. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
TERRY MCDADE & THE MCDADES THE ARDEN 
THEATRE, #5 ST. ANNE ST,, ST. ALBERT 

Doors at 7:30 p.m. 


Jazz 

DAN DAVIS JEFFREY'S CAFE 

& WINE BAR, 9640 42ND ST. A 
contemporary jazz trio. Info: www. 
jeffreyscafe.com. 

DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE 
IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. 
Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., 
Fri& Sat 9p.m. 


| Pop & Rock 

CASSIDY THE PAWN SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 1055] 82ND AVE. CD 
| release party. 

| COLLEEN RAE & CORNERSTONE YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 
12464 153RD ST. 

| DEATH TOLL RISING THE TEMPLE, 10030 102ND ST. With 
Kataplexis and Exit Strategy, Doors at 9 p.m. 

HEATHER BLUSH HULBERT'S, 760] 115TH ST. Doors at 8 
p.m. 

KOSMISCHE THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. With Famines 
and the Whitsundays, 


LUMMOX NEW CITY, I008] JASPER AVE. With Balls Out 
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LOCATED MAIN FLOOR OF THE 
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DAILY HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 





LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 


DUANE ALLEN 


SATURDAY 
KARAOKE 
STARTS AT 2 PM 
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PUB 














FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 


780-426-7827 


.EDMONTONPUBS.COM 


www. 
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER FOR 


PROMOTIONS & SPECIALS, 


SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
10235-101 STREET 

















APRO CORO CHRISTMAS FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE, 


| SITY AVE. Acappella Christmas concert. Doors at 6:15 p.m. 





| SATURDAY ) 


Blazing Violets, Raptors, Brother Voodoo and Day of the 


AVE. Hosted by Keri-Lynne Zwicker from 4-7 p.m. | 


Face First. Doors at 9 p.m. 
RADIO FOR HELP THE STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102ND ST. 
With One Day Late, The Weekend Kids, and Acronycal. Doors 
at9p.m. 

SOULED OUT CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD. 


Alternative 

COMPROMISE REUNION SHOW THE STARLITE ROOM, 
10030 102ND ST. With Minority, Savannah, E Town Beat- 
down, and This is War. Doors at 9 p.m. 

GOMP BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 102ND ST. With Weas3L, 
Opaque, Mr. Wedge and Von Pinkon. Doors a9 p.m. 


Blues & Roots 

BIG HANK LIONHEART NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108 
90 AVE. With A Fist Full of Blues. Doors at 8 p.m. 

RED HOUSE & FRIENDS QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL, 10425 
UNIVERSITY AVE. With Mad Dog Blues Band. Doors at 7:30 
pm. 

ROB HEATH HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120 A STONY PLAIN RD. 
CD release party. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 


Concerts 
DANU: AN IRISH CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 
FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
JUBILOSO CONCORDIA COLLEGE, 7128 ADA BLVD. 
Bells of Concordia performs Christmas 
Classics. Info: 780-479-9304, 


Jazz 
DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE 
IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. 
Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 
p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 
ROLAND MAJEAU JEFFREY'S CAFE 
& WINE BAR, 9640 142ND ST. 


Pop & Rock 
COLLEEN RAE & CORNERSTONE YEL- 
LOWHEAD CASINO, 12464 153RD ST. 
FIRESEED THE PAWN SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 10557 82ND AVE. CD 
Telease party with guests, 
JOE NOLAN HULBERT'S, 7601 115TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. | 
SOCK HOP WOODCROFT HALL, 13915 TISTHAVE. Withthe — | 





Robot. 
SOULED OUT CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD. 


SUNDAY 


Alternative 
CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB, 9013 88TH 


Bives & Roots 
STONE MERCHANTS BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. 
Doors at 9 p.m. 


Concerts 


Crts 


9720 102ND AVE. A Christmas concert performed by Pro Coro 
Canada. Doors at 2 p.m. 
CHICKADIVAS QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL, 10425 UNIVER- 


Jazz 
DOUG BERNER THE BLUE PEAR, 10643 123RD ST. 


MONDAY 


Alternative 

DRAGONFORCE EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 2556 - 8820 
T70TH ST. With Turisas and Powerglove. All ages, doors at 
6p.m. 





Concerts 

SOLSTICE, SONGS & MISTLETOE 
UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 
10804 TI9TH ST. Edmonton Vocal 
Minority and Chorealis present 
their annual Christmas event. Info: 
www.evmehoir.com. 


Pop & Rock 
AJ IN DEVANEY'S IRISH 
PUB, 9013 BBTH AVE. 


TUESDAY ‘ 


Blues & Roots 

MARSHALL LAWRENCE BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 J02ND 
ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 

STAN HITCHCOCK LB'S PUB, #710, 23 AKINS DRIVE, ST. 
ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


Blues & Roots 
JEFF STUART & TREVOR TCHIR URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 
WHYTE AVE 


Concerts 

MUSIC WEDNESDAYS AT NOON MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH, 10025 1OIST ST. 12:10-12:50 pm. Free admission. 
Info: 468-4964, 


pokes te 

PAHL THE DOCKS, 137TH AVE. 66TH ST. Doors 
at8pm. 

DUFF ROBINSON DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013 88TH AVE. 





ONGOING 


Blues & Roots 

DWAYNE CANNAN OSCARS PUB, 221 CHIPPEWA RO. 
SHERWOOD PARK. 

NELLIE TRAVIS YARDBIRD SUITE, #11, TOMMY BANKS Way 
With the Jimmy Guiboche Band. Doors at 8 p.m. 

SONNY RHODES BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE, 


Pop & Rock 

BOBBY AUSTIN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, 10012 101A AVE 
DEC9-DECB 

DERINA HARVEY SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, WEST EDMON 


| TONMALL EDMONTON DEC II- DECT3 


DERINA HARVEY SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, 10012 101A AVE. 
DEC 16-DEC20 

JIMMY WHIFFEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, WEST EDMON. 
TON MALL DEC 16 - DEC20 

LINE OF SIGHT URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE.DEC 
12-DECB 

LYLE HOBBS SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, CAPILANO MALL 
EDMONTON DEC 12 - DEC 13 

LYLEHOBBS ROSE & CROWN, 195, 10235 1OIST ST. DEC 

16 -DECI9 


THURSDAY 


LB"S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DRIVE ST. ALBERT Hosted by 
Shaved Posse. Doors at 9 p.m. 


SATURDAY 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHYTE AVE. Afternoon Jam, 
4-8:30 p.m. Info: www.bluesonwhyte.ca. 

CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 935] 18TH AVE. Music and 
poetry open mic. 7-10 p.m. 

COAST TO COAST COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL, 552 
CALGARY TR. Hosted by Troy P. Wright. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 
EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125 107TH AVE. Firs Sat of every 
month from 1-5 p.m. Hosted By Karyn Stirling. 

MOLSONS SATURDAY OPEN STAGELB'S PUB, #110, 23 


| AKINS DRIVEST. ALBERT Hosted by Gord Macdonald. Molson 


Prizes and Beer specials. Sponsored by Molsons. Doors at 
430 p.m. 

MORANGO’S TEK CAFE MORANGO’S CAFE, 10118 79TH ST. 
Hosted by Tommy. 7-10 p.m. 


SUNDAY 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402 IIBTH AVE. Hosted by The Mary 
Thomas Band. 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713 124TH ST. Hosted by Rob Taylor, 
instruments and gear provided. 9 p.m. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704 124TH ST. Afternoon jam hosted by 
Rock ‘n Roll Kenny. 

THE LOOP LOUNGE OPEN MIC 367 ST ALBERT ROAD ST. 
ALBERT, Hosted by JJ Lennny B and The Cats. From 3-10 p.m. 


| NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL ACOUSTIC OPEN STAGE 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108 90TH AVE. Hosted by 
Willy James & Crawdad. Doors at 3 p.m. 
O'BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE. Hosted by Joe 


| Bird, 9p.m. 


OVERDRIVE OVERDRIVE PUB AND GRILL, 6104 104TH ST. 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA" Anything goes” aftemoon acoustic 
jam hosted by The Shufflehound. 1:30-5 p.m. 


| SONG WRITERS STAGE HULBERT', 7601 IISTH ST. Hosted 


by Rhea March. Info: www.Hulberts.ca. 


MONDAY 


THE IVORY CLUB 2940 CALGARY TR. Hosted by Marty 
Vinko. 8 p.m. 
LB'S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DRIVE ST. ALBERT Hosted by 
Shaved Posse: Ken, Fred, Gordie and Matt. 9 p.m.- 
12:30am. 
OPEN STAGE WITH JAKE IAN 
WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS, 8120 
TOIST ST. Doors at 9:30 p.m. With 
drums, bass, guitars and whatever 


) else you would like to bring. 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860 
STTHAVE. Acoustic fiddle jam 
hosted by Wild Rose Old Tyme 
7 __ Fiddlers Society. info: Willy, 780- 
414-5710. 
ROSE BOWL ROUGE LOUNGE, 10711 117TH 
ST. Hosted by Mike McDonald and Sherry-Lee 
Wisor. 9p.m-12 a.m. 


TUESDAY 


AMMARS MOOSEHEAD TUESDAY OPEN STAGE LB’S 
PUB, #110, 23 AKINS DRIVE ST. ALBERT Hosted by Mark 
Ammar and Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie. 

THE DRUID 11606 JASPER AVE. Hosted by Chris Wynters. 
Spm. 


WEDNESDAY 


BLUEGRASS JAM PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL, 
10860 57TH AVE. Hosted by the Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society. 7:30 p.m. 

EDDIESHORTS 10713 124TH ST. Open jam, all gear 
provided. 

HAVEMSOCIAL CLUB 15120 A STONY PLAIN RD. Hosted by 
Ido Vanderlaan. 7:30 p.m. 
LITTLEFLOWER OPEN STAGE Hosted by Brian Gregs. 
Info: www littleflower.ca/780-429-3624, 
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This product is highly addictive 


Ce produit crée une forte dépendance 
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE - FOR FRIENDS -BY KATHLEEN BELL {L078 vrs | 
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tanding in the middle of a mall at Christmastime is like standing in a 
storm: everything whirls around you, crowds blowing by push you from 
side to side, and it's not in your power to make any of it stop, even though 
we'd probably all like it to. Pausing to look around in the shopping frenzy can 
give you the icks. So don’t stop — focus on the goal, which is getting to the 
mall only to leave as quickly as possible, triumphantly holding aloft bags of 
gifts for everyone on your list. 
It's all about reducing — reducing the amount of time spent worshipping 


at the altar of consumerism, in order to reduce cynicism, thereby letting the 
holidays warm every chamber of that midwinter heart. So we here at SEE are 
providing you, our beloved reader, with a two-part Gift Guide to help devise 
a plan of attack. Last week’s Gift Guide was all about family; however, you 
must still have office parties to attend and bestest buddies to shower with 
gifts. Heck, they listen to you bitch about work all year long, so they deserve 
more than a little love this holiday season. So let's get to work razzle-dazzling 
those fabulous friends. 
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Up next: real friends. 

Music is an obvious choice. Every 
one likes music, but wandering into 
HMV without a thorough knowledge 
of your buddy's €D collection and 
musical taste is trouble — make the 
wrong turn and you could end up in 
the adult contemporary section. So 
back away from the aisles and aisles 
of tunes at HMV and head to Black 
byrd Myoozik. There you can pick 
up your friend’s favourite album on 
vinyl ($20 to $30). It doesn’t have 
to be a classic, All the coolest cats 
are releasing their tunes on real LPs 
from punk to techno. Music purists 
will love it because it just sounds bet 
ter, it's collectible and even if they 
don't have a turntable, a record on 
the wall makes the sweetest kind of 
artwork. 


Or you could simply skip the record- 
ing and go straight for the real thing 
Concert tickets make great gifts — or 
ballet tickets, or theatre tickets, or 
Oilers tickets, or any kind of ticket 
(Ticketmaster, $20 to $100+). No 
toy or trinket can possibly compare 
with the fun had on a night out with 
your friends because, let's face it, 
your friends are awesome. It may 
be temporary, and the only concreté 
representation of your present will 
be the ticket stub, but the memories 
will last forever. Seriously, they will. 


—— 
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Let's get the gift exchange thingy 
right out of the way. At office 
functions, you rarely know who 
is going to end up with your gift, 
thanks to the countless games 
invented to make office parties 
“fun.” Most of the time I wish 
I could have back whatever | 
} brought, but instead I inevitably 
go home with a sparkly scented 
candle or some kind of Christ 
mas kitsch. So let's just make it 
g easier on everybody by picking 
up some Tim Hortons gift cer- 
tificates when you fetch your 
morning coffee. Everyone likes 
Tim Hortons (whatever denom- 
j ination you need) — coffee, tea, 
soup, and sandwiches. It will 
get used, and hopefully you'll go 
home with one too! 


PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
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2008 friends gift guide 


tty”. 
“AMAZI TH If you have a pal who lands squarely prt ony 
be | on the “nice” list, | would recom- 
|” mend stopping in at Ten Thousand 
= Villages. Said do-gooder will hap- 
~ pily accept a gift made by craftsmen 


Mark §. Allen, CBS/CW TV 
who've been paid a fair wage for their 
| } art. And it's not all wooden carvings 
OF THE THEATR | } and beaded jewellery; they sell lots of 
Paul Christiansen, MOVIEWE | | useful housewares that have the add- 
ed advantage of being well-made and 
unique. The ceramic coffee mugs are 
very au courant ($10 to $22 each) 
and you can complete the gift with 


some fair trade coffee ($13.50). 


PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


Speaking of unique, if your gif- 
tee requires something more 
special in their gift box than 
others, Mars & Venus can help 
with that, They stock card cases 
# painted with alluringly creepy 
cartoonish figures ($30 to $36) 
and belt buckles stamped with 
alluringly talented historic fig- 
ures like Johnny Cash and David 


| PHOTO BY MERYL SMITI 
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» Hipster + Human Rights = Hip- 

ster Rights! Nudie Jeans Co, is 

a neat little company that's cool 

as fuck and they care about 

yy. : _ humanity. They have a code of 
KEANU JENNIFER 4 | § conduct, support Amnesty In- 
REEVES CONNELLY ternational, and are figuring out 
» ways to use more organic cotton 

THE DAY THE } in their fabrics. So keep your fa- 


vourite tree huggers stylin’ and 


your favourite hipsters huggin’ 
with some basic tees from Nud- 
ie (Highgrade Clothing, $60) — 


they say things like “Fashion Is 


ae Dead” and “Stop Poisoning the ‘ : 
STOOD STILL - Earth.” Simple and to the point. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


RTS FRIDAY IN THEATRES AND IIVIAA SC 


Check directory or log onto www cinephen. vempirelheatres.com or www,tribute.ca for locations and showtimes 
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Home draught for the holidays. 





Pay ene erat 


Heinekeniia | 
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Heineken Draught Keg delivers 5 litres of fresh draught beer, pour after perfect pour. 
The patented CO, pressure system keeps it fresh for up to 30 days after opening. 


: <Q ~ Please visit: 
LR tnjoyreierentesponsioy com 
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Erbett. stew ee SS 


oe ere 


t PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTO, 
You know that friend who won't stop talking about getting ink? This Christ- 

| mas you should consider putting up to get them to shut up. Lots of tattoo par- 
lours offer gift certificates, so you can simply contribute to the final product, 

) or you can just drag them to store and stick a bow on the thing after it’s healed 

| (Eye of the Lotus, $100 to an average price of $500). 

hk 
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W W W. HA VENS HOP. CA i For people who like their art a little 


ake less permanent (and on the wall) 
40) U AN WR ITE Eden Lily has Décor Chalkboards 
CG Oa ae as © ($18). Anything your artsy friend 
2 : sis TES feels like drawing will be framed in 
@) N 46) U & WA ie L the elaborate setting it deserves and 
o as soon as they get bored, they can | 
Bk ate erase and start again. Plus, when | 
W I TH CHALK you visit you can leave naughty (or | 
2 : nice) messages for them to discov- | 


er after you're gone. 


t. Downtown. Edmonton. Canada. 780.441.9818 
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Sometimes you know what your : © 
' friends like in general — movies, &. as 
camping, spectator sports, wine, 

travel, fashion — but when it - 
comes to specifics it can be hard 
to remember what they have, 
' | what they want, and what they 
need. You can still encourage their 
hobby by footing the bill for a re 
lated magazine subscription ($10 





























to $45). If you love to consume 
pop culture, but in a classy way, 
get them Vanity Fair. Outdoorsy? 
Try Canadian Geographic. You 
get the idea. 
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Finally, I can’t finish a Christmas Gift Guide without adding 


at least one toy to the list, and there are plenty of them at 


Whyte Knight. According to my sources, closet wizards and 


warriors everywhere will be pleased (and impressed by your 
I love getting my girls American Eagle underwear (three for $20, or $9.50 each) nerd knowledge) when you hand them a copy of Talisman 
They all agree they’re the comfiest knickers around to be knicked. They're cute, with ($54.95). Also, it’s a board game, so it will be easy to wrap 
buttons or lace or polka dots. Some people might find opening up a box of booty shorts Bonus! 


uncomfortable so make sure you only give undies to your BFFs 


(MAGE COURTESY OF AECOM PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 





Okay, we've done what we can. Consider the ideas, loca- 
tions, and price checks our gift to you. Now, go caffeinate 


and hit the stores. Remember: concentrate and get home f 
to your hot chocolate as quickly as possible because, inthe | 
end, the holiday season isn’t about the presents and the ) 
wrapping paper; it’s about friends and family and spending : 
time together — not at the mall. Godspeed, good shopper. } 
Godspeed 5 
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for all of you SUN TAN lovers out there! 


EXOTIC TAN is pleased to introduce the “get ready for winter event" 
limited time promotional offer only. 


*400 minutes @ 49.95 * 


crenaarevaneel ars oo 
pastes) ikeray Mirage iafining otuaio 


) §) Under newcmanagement: 


i @) e| New bulbs, new ps, ns, and new décor! 
Teyareleldaliare) e€ S Open 7 days a week 
ce 5 Lay Down Beds with Face Tanners 

4 High Intensity Stand Up Bed 

4 Solo Far Infrared Sauna 


7528 — 178th Street 780-444- 








located at 11016 Jasper Ave 
: : ; : open 7 days a week, all major credit cards accepted _ 
Bo DY =} EAUTI FU L TA N ie Ss aa ; a Pel: Ee he 0. parking everett eae 
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rT 5 AS AMERICA’S CLOSEST NEIGHBOUR AND ALLY, | 


WE’RE SCREWED TOO. UNLESS SOMEON:| 
DOES SOMETHING. STAT.) 





MOVIE REVIEW - DOCUMENTARY - BY MARLISS WEBER j768 wa 


The Debt Offensive 


PATRICK CREADON'S 
PRESCIENT 1.0.U.5.A. PAINTS 
AGRIM PICTURE OF AMERICA’S 
APOCALYPTIC FISCAL CRISIS 





LOUS.A. 
Directed by Patrick Creadon. Opens Fri, Dec 12. 
wk KT 





Some fun facts about the American 
economy: 

(1) The national debt is increas- 
ing at a rate of approximately $30 
million every hour. Of every day. It 
doesn’t take weekends off. 

(2) By January 2009 (that's right, 
in less than a month), the national 
debt will reach $10 trillion. 

(3) During Bush's two terms in of- 
fice, the debt has almost doubled 

(4) As of January, 2009, each 
American (even babies) will owe the 
government $33,000. Pets will owe 
slightly less. 

(5) The national debt to gross do- 
mestic product ratio sits at 70 per 
cent. This means the debt is only 
30 per cent less than the national 
income. 

(6) In 40 years, at the current rate 
of debt accrual, the national debt to 
GDP ratio will be over 600 per cent. 

So, in other words, says director 
Patrick Creadon in his new docu- 
mentary [.0.U.S.A., America is 
screwed. And as Canadians, Ameri- 
ca’s closest neighbour and ally, we're 
screwed too. Unless someone does 
something. Stat. 

1.0.U.S.A. is the story of the cru- 
sade of two men, former Comptrol- 
ler General of the United States, 
David Walker, and his partner-in- 
economic-arms Robert Bixby, ex- 
ecutive director of the Concord Co- 
alition (a grassroots organization 
that advocates economic reform), 
who have taken to the streets and 


highways of America, preaching the 
gospel of fiscal responsibility. Their 
“Fiscal Wake-Up Tours” take them 
across the country, talking to ordi- 
nary Americans and economic lead- 
ers alike, and the message is clear: 
America has maxed out its credit, 
and if solutions are not found today 
(or, in reality, yesterday), future gen- 
erations will be paying for present- 
day mistakes, a state of affairs the 
film describes as “immoral.” 

Morality aside, the issue, is non- 
partisan. As David Walker, America’s 
former top accountant, candidly puts 
t, “The facts aren't Democratic or 
Republican. The facts aren't liberal 
or conservative. The facts are the 
facts.” And the facts are hard to dis- 
pute. The film gives a valuable his- 
tory lesson in American economics, 
beginning with the debt incurred by 
the Revolutionary War, The first ad- 
ministration was already in debt to 
the tune of 75 million in 1789, ap- 
proximately 30 per cent of the infant 
country's GDP. 

But by 1835, they had it paid off, 
the first and only time in history 
that America has not carried a na- 
tional debt. Only 35 years later, after 
the Civil War, the national debt had 
already reached the billion-dollar 
mark, and has kept climbing, despite 
efforts like Wilson's introduction of 
the Federal Reserve and income tax 
in 1913, and the Depression-era New 
Deal and Social Security programs. 
War is one of the worst culprits for 
increasing national debt, and the 
U.S.’s military outreach, from the 
Second World War (where the debt 
outstretched the GDP at a ratio of 
120 per cent, by the way) through 
Vietnam, the Cold War, and Des- 
ert Storm to present involvement 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, has cost 
the government a sum in the tens 





The Buck Stops 


of trillions. 

As doomy and gloomy as it might 
sound, I.0.U.S.A. is not just about 
problems. Walker and Bixby (who 
bears an uncanny resemblance to 
Abe Lincoln, himself an economic 
reformer) present a number of so- 
lutions — not that the answers are 
easy, or, as Bixby puts it, “sexy.” 
Economic reform isn't as exciting a 
story as, say, soldiers killed in Iraq, 
or a man swallowing a $7,000 dia- 
mond engagement ring (one of the 
many stories that bumped the Fiscal 
Wake-Up Tour from news headlines 
across the country), but Walker and 
Bixby believe the problems (and the 





Getting Wasted Here | Republican Congressman Ron Paul weighs in on the American debt crisis in LO.US.A. PHOTO COURTESY OF ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS 


solutions) need to be understood at 
a grassroots level, which can then be 
translated to elected officials about 
the importance of economic reform 
through democratic means. 

And, according to Walker and Bix- 
by, solutions abound. Some of them 
are tough: cutting national spending 
and increasing taxes; increasing in- 
terest rates and boosting the Ameri- 
can export market; getting the heck 
out of Iraq, and staying out of wars 
in general. Their solutions are com- 
parable to the Atkins diet: cut out 
all the good stuff and eat more stuff 
you don't really like. But, like a trim 
waistline, a slim, trim national bud- 








get makes for a healthier state, both 
today and in the future. 

The film walks the line between 
overly dramatic cymbal crashes 
and a punchy horn section to wake 
up an otherwise sleeping audience 
Admittedly, it’s hard to make an ex 
citing documentary about the econ 
omy and bits and pieces are overly 
dry, with a few gags from SNL and 
The Daily Show inserted to add 
colour, The 1980s corporate sound: 
track is a bit trying as well, but ul- 
timately the message of the film is 
important — startlingly so. Worth 
watching, but don’t see it while 
drowsy. 





Burns adapt Generation Kill for television, PHOTO COURTESY OF 
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DVD DICTATOR : THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY : 





IT'SNOT TV, IT'S HBO! 


Generation Kill 
CAST | Alexander Skarsgard, James Ranson, Lee 
Tergesen, Jon Huertas, Stark Sands 


Wow, The Wire sure was an awesome show, 
wasn't it? Pretty much the best thing that's 
ever been on TV. That David Simon is some 
kind of genius. And all that goodwill he's built 
up among viewers! There's no way all those 
people who loved The Wire are going to miss 
his next TV project, right? And yet, somehow, 
when Simon's miniseries about the Iraq War 
(based on the terrific book by Rolling Stone 
reporter Evan Wright) airéd on HBO, very few 
of those Wire fans showed up with their re- 
motes. Time to catch up on DVD. ; 





IT'SNOT ABBA, IT’S PIERCE BROSNAN! 


Mamma Mia! 
CAST | Meryl Streep, Amanda Seyfried, Pierce 
Brosnan, Colin Firth, Stellan Skarsgard 


Just when The Dictator had expunged the 
memory of Pierce Brosnan croaking out 
“SOS” to Meryl Streep from his brain, along 
comes the Mamma Mia! DVD to bring the 
moment flooding back in all its horrible/ 
wonderful tuneless glory. It's hard to’ think 
of a musical more crudely choreographed 


-or Staged with less cinematic flair (although 


The Producers runs a close second), but its 





ITS NOT KEANU REEVES. (. THOMAS HOWELL! 


The Day The Earth Stopped 
CAST | C. Thomas Howell, Judd Nelson, Bug 
Hall, Darren Dalton 


Well, The Dictator has to give this one points 
for sheer brazenness: just four days after the 
Keanu Reeves blockbuster The Day the Earth 
Stood Still opens in thousands of theatres 
this alien-invasion thriller (directed by 2% 
starring '80s heartthrob C. Thomas Howell!) 
with a suspiciously similar title pops up 
the shelves of your local DVD rental shack 
Ripoff? Absolutely, but come on — do yo 


karaoke-level charms were still enough to | want C. Thomas Howell's kids to have shoes 
make it the highest-grossing musical of all | ornot? It’s been 25 years since The Outside’ 
time. In your face, Bob Fosse! people, and Ponyboy’s gotta eat. 
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] Available at the following 
Bell stores: 


BANFF 
Cascade Plaze 
ALGARY 
509 - 2nd Street, SW. 
10% a 
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Mistletoe or not, with e- | 
deals this good, you'll 
want to kiss somebody. 


Forest Lawn Shopping Centre 
For a limited time, get three amazing offers in 











Market Mall 
Mariborough Mall -kaosk 
North Hal Shopping Contre -biosk 
Northiand Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentra Mail 
Southeontre Mall -Kiosk 
Southpointe Shopping Certre 
South Trail Crossing 
Sunridge Mell 
Westbrook Mall 
CANMORE 
105 ~ 802 Bow Vaticy Trait 
EDMONTON 
3918 White Mud & 17th St 
6143 28th Ave. 
9774 170th St 
10157 - 101 St. 
10603 107th Ave 4 
11150 149th St 
17551 100th Ave. 
12804 82nd St 
14808 Stomy Pian Ad 
18563 Stony Pian Rd 
Abbottstield Shappers Mal! 
Bonnie Doon 
Capilano Mall 
Chartwell Shopping Contre 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre ask I 
Kingsway Garden Mai 
Londonderry Mall 
Mili Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Cemtre 
Northgate Contre kiosk 
Sherwood Park Mall 
South Edmomton Common 


one great sale 


Visit a Bell store » 1 888 4-MOBILE » bell.ca 


accessories 


#OFF %OFF 


| credit? South Park Centre 
Sor te Mall -kiosk 
select rate plans for Svaben centre 
1 } St. Albert Trait at 137 Ave. 
smartphones 3 months! West Edmonton Mall 


Westmount Centre 

Whyte Avenue at 107 St 
EDSON 

330 45th St. Unit 104 
FORT MCMURRAY 

19 Riedel St 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 

Prairie Mall 
Lepuc 

49165 50th Ave. 
LETHBRIDGE 

Lethbridge Smartcentars 

Park Place Shopping Centre 
LLOYDMINSTER 











Uoyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT v 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Modicine Hat Mall 
RED OEER 
Bower Place Shopping Centre 
Pertiand Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
WHITECOURT 
3301 37 Ave 
3G BlackBerry* Curve™ 3G Samsung Instinct™ Samsung Cleo™ LG Rumour™ 
8330 smartphone 
with a $45 voice with o $100 Fun bundle ona 3-yr. term on o 3=yp. term 
and data plan on discount on a 3-yr term* ($274.95 no term) ($249.95 no term) 
a 3-yr. term ($399.95 no term) 
($549.95 no term) 
* 
~ 





shopping 
just got 
better 
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Samsung instinet Co. Lid. and its related enttias. Rumour iso trademark of LG Electronics ; - 





Pemccatanen tanenete Somme 


|newspinon| ty ie musc on sree ars lassifieds sex the back 











"| TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


EDMONTON 


Kingsway Garden Mall 


TELUS Plaza North 


Pesan cea is. _.. sees 


Northgate Mall 


coming your way. =< 


Southgate Mall 


West Edmonton Mall 





Downtown 




















9915 108A Ave. NW 


11315 104th Ave. 


WESTEND _ 


| 5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 


14903 118th Ave. 


10429 178th St. 


NORTH 


9624 165th Ave. 
12714 137th Ave. 


13034 50th St. 





‘5912 104th St. 


10309 34th Ave. 


5926 99th St. 


8708 51st Ave. 


4515 Gateway Bivd. 


Fort Saskatchewan 





9542 86th Ave. 


9914 103rd St. 


$ AO QQ’ For $20/month, add to select voice plans: a 


rv we UNLIMITED personal email, IM, text, 
em | Voice Mail 10 and Call Display’ s20 om Ave 








162 - 26 Strathmoor Dr. 


Get the 3G BlackBerry Curve on Canada’s largest 3G network. (Road king) 


‘Sherwood Park Mall 





Spruce Grove 


Westland Market Mall 





For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmnobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. 
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textmessoge or tachment sen onside of Canato and he US. Pemiom messages ae ot cued. instant nessahng avalable with Windows Live Messenger on PDA smarghanes oly and BlactBry Messenger on BlockBery smartphones ony. Oat used whl roaming inthe US. is charged at S/MB. Any usage incur through lapton/computr wil be cared at $/ME 
‘Cannot be combined with any other data plan. Web browsing and applications usage is not available on BlackBerry smartphones and is charged at pay-per-use rate of $8/MB on PDA smartphones. TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation. BlackBerry®, Research In Motion®, SureType® and related trademarks, names and 
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Jogos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Used under license from Research In Motion Limited. Google and the Google logo are trademarks of Google, Inc. Yahoo is a registered trademark of Yahoo! Canada Co. All other trademarks are property oftheir respective owners. © 2008 TELUS 
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WEXTUP: A LEON CZOLG0SZ BIOPIC? SEAN PENN GETS ASSASSINATED AS HARVEY MILK IN MILK, BUT HE ALSO PLAYED 


THE UNSUCCESSFUL POLITICAL ASSASSIN SAMUEL BYCK IN THE ASSASSINATION OF RICHARD NIXON ie 




















































sEECRITICS WRANGLE: DO GUS 


ected by Gus Van Sant. Starring Sean Penn, Josh Brolin, 
es Franco, Emile Hirsch, Diego Luna. Opens Fri, Dec 12, 
fe HHCY (MH) / ee He vz ve (PM) 


rhe Oscar movie season kicks into 
ich gear this week with the release 
f Milk, Gus Van Sant's biopic of 
arvey Milk, the businessman and 
olitician who in 1976 became the 
st openly gay man elected to public 
ffice in the United States when he 
pined San Francisco's Board of Su- 
ervisors. Milk was instrumental in 
he city’s fight for gay rights, pushing 
or a bill that outlawed discrimination 
housing and unemployment based 
mn sexual orientation, and playing a 
ey role in marshalling popular op- 
osition against Proposition 6 (aka 
the Briggs initiative”), which would 
ave made homosexuality a firing 
ence among California school- 
achers. Milk was at the height of 
power and influence when he and 
gay-friendly San Francisco mayor 
george Moscone were assassinated 
y Dan White, an embittered former 
olitical colleague. 

Milk is Van Sant’s first main- 
eam film after several formally 
iventurous arthouse experiments 
ncluding Elephant, Last Days, and 
aranoid Park, and it also contains 
unusually buoyant performance 
om Sean Penn as the free-spirited, 
arismatic Milk. SEE film edi- 
or Paul Matwychuk and SE€E€ 
iim reviewer Michael Hingston 
aught an advance screening of the 
lim, and sat down to share their 

pressions. 


aul Matwychuk: I think I had a 
¢¢ up on you with this movie, since I 
ecently watched the 1984 documen- 
The Times of Harvey Milk and 
0 knew a little bit about Milk’s life 
d career going into it. 

Michael Hingston: Right. | had 
ad a Wikipedia entry or two about 
, and that was about it. But it was 
bvious even from that how urgent 
nd relevant this story was, what 
ith Proposition 8, the anti-same- 
ex marriage bill, passing in Califor- 
a last month. 

PM: Both this film and the docu- 
entary do an excellent job of ex- 
aining the Briggs initiative and 


ople’s civil rights, and what an 
redible, almost ahead-of-its-time 


joscen| ats casted eta 


OSSTALK « BIOPIC - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON & PAUL MATWYCHUK | 1490 words 


Sweetened, Condensed Milk 


think how close that initiative came 
to passing. 

MH: Part of what's so horrifying 
about it is that Milk was having to 
fight the repeal of existing legisla- 
tion — gay citizens’ big fear wasn't 
that they weren't making progress, 
but that they might actually lose 
the gains they'd fought so hard to 
win already. There’s a nice moment 
in the film where Emile Hirsch’s 
character, this young activist who 
works in Milk’s office, talks about a 
gay rally he saw in Spain, and how 
in awe he was of the way the Span- 
iards incited a riot at the first signs 
of police infringement. He wonders 
why they can’t get the same kind 
of thing going in North America. 
And with Proposition 8 having gone 
through, I couldn't help but think, 
“Wow — in 2008, even what you 
guys are doing seems kind of out 
of reach.” 

PM: One of the things that inter- 
ested me most about the film is that 
it's Gus Van Sant's first truly commer- 
cial movie since Finding Forrester in 
2000. It's a big Hollywood biopic 
about an important social theme with 
a major actor in the lead role. And 
it's coming out late in the year and is 
obviously being positioned for Oscar 
season. And I guess the disappoint- 
ing thing about Milk for me is how 
closely it adheres to the conventional 
biopic formula. There are a couple of 
energetic visual ideas here and there, 
but given Van Sant's recent films and 
with the great cinematographer Har- 
ris Savides (Zodiac, Birth) behind 
the camera, I was really hoping for 





know someone who's gay, you'll be 
less likely to vote to take away their 
rights. But I have to say, I was not 
really that interested in Milk’s pri- 
vate life. | thought Luna was a lot 
of fun, and I liked James Franco's 
performance as Milk’s first boy- 
friend a lot too, but | found the po- 
litical story much more interesting. 
Milk is always fighting this battle of 
“How do I convince not just people 
in the heartland of America, but 


The Mayor Of Castro Street | Sean Penn wins the civic election — and quite possibly an Oscar — in Milk. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


I had a problern with was the way 
Dan White begins the film as this 
amazingly conflicted and nuanced 
character who runs for office using 
the most inflammatory, homophobic 
language possible, but who imme- 
diately tones it down after getting 
elected. There's a really convincing 
gradual thaw in his attitude toward 
Milk — but then, as the drama builds 
to his killing of Milk and Moscone, 
he’s reduced to this paragon of ir- 





I FOUND MILK’S POLITICAL STORY MUCH MORE INTERESTING THAN 
THE STORY OF HIS PERSONAL LIFE. HE’S ALWAYS FIGHTING THIS BATTLE 
OF “HOW DOI CONVINCE NOT JUST PEOPLE IN THE HEARTLAND OF AMERICA, 
BUT PEOPLE IN MY OWN DISTRICT TO VOTE WITH ME?” 





something more stylistically adven- 
turous. 

MH: Do you think that this film 
managed to convey more than the 
documentary did? 

PM: Well, there are a couple of in- 
teresting visual flourishes that you 
wouldn’t get in a documentary, like 
the entire scene that's shot in the re- 
flection of a metal police whistle ly- 
ing on the ground. And I think Van 
Sant's film gives you more a sense of 
Milk’s private, romantic life than you 
get in the documentary. My recollec- 
tion is that the documentary largely 
ignores Milk’s lover Jack Lira, the fig- 
ure played by Diego Luna, who is this 
very high-maintenance, demanding 
guy who's obviously an inappropri- 
ate boyfriend for someone holding 
public office. 

MH: One of Milk’s big points was 
that every gay person should come 
out — the logic being that it will 
help “normalize” homosexuality 
in straight society, and that if you 


people in my own district to vote 
with me?” 

PM: | liked the meet-cute scenes 
with the two boyfriends — that 
opening scene where he picks up 
Franco in the subway station is very 
sweet, and the scene where Luna 
stumbles into Milk’s store yammer- 
ing on about palomino. horses is re- 
ally cute and sexy too. But I still feel 
like I’ve seen that Franco character 
before in so many hetero biopics — 
he’s the equivalent of the wife who 
wishes the great man would spend 
some quality time at home instead 
of obsessing about changing the 
world. Those scenes with the gay kid 
in the wheelchair who keeps phon- 
ing Harvey Milk out of nowhere 
to convince him to keep fighting? 
Or the flashback after Milk gets 
shot to the earlier scene of him in 
bed with Franco? I was amazed to 
see that corny stuff in a Van Sant 
movie. 

MH: The biggest convention that 


a en 


rationality. 1 thought there was a 
missed opportunity to make him a 
masterpiece of an antagonist instead 
of simply a villain. 

PM: And yet, Brolin is excellent in 
the role. In the last couple of years, 
he's really assembled a pretty amaz- 
ing string of interesting, nuanced, 
surprising performances. Not long 
ago, we talked about him in W., and 
how he brought a lot of shadings to 
a character that might not have had 
much depth on the page. What did 
you think of Sean Penn? 

MH: It's kind of a backhanded in- 
sult to him, buthe's kind of “obviously 
great” in this movie. He is great, but 
the whole cast is really strong. The 
-actors playing his inner circle are es- 
pecially interesting. Emile Hirsch has 
a great role — he pops up about 45 
minutes into the movie when Sean 
Penn catcalls him off-camera while 
he's trying to get people to register to 
into the admiral behind Milk’s cam- 


onscreen 


paign. Franco is great, and Brolin is 
truly excellent — I think he would 


have risen to any heights that part 
could have demanded of him. I also 
really liked this actress, Allison Pill, 
who plays the lesbian who comes in 
to run Milk’s office. There's an amaz- 
ing scene where she shows up in this 
all-male office and says, “All my 
friends say you hate women. Is there 
room for a woman here?” And sud- 
denly it’s like there’s this crack open- 
ing up, where you realize the fight 
for gay rights may not have been as 
unified as you'd think. 

PM: Do you think this film will be 
another crossover hit, like Broke- 
back Mountain? I’m a little dubious 
myself. Brokeback Mountain really 
delivered the tears along with the 
anti-homophobia message, but Milk 
seems more like one of those pres- 
tige movies people get guilted into 
seeing because it's gotten a lot of Os- 
car nominations. 

MH: It's also not very contro- 
versial. It's a biopic that sticks to 
history; it's hard to make a contro- 
versy out of that. How about this: 
if Milk wins Best Picture, will you 
be upset? 

PM: | would be very happy to see 
a Gus Van Sant movie win an Oscar. 
It would be nice to see the Academy 
embrace a director who's been doing 
excellent work for years and years, 
much of it way out of the main- 
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MOVIE REVIEW - COMIC BOOK REBOOT - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 625 words 


Grime And Punishment 


THE VILLAIN LITERALLY 
PUNCHES HIS FIST THROUGH 
AMAN'’S FACE IN THE GRIM 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 


PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 

Directed by Lexi Alexander, Starring Ray Stevenson, Dominic 
West, Doug Hutchison, Wayne Knight. Now playing. 
wet 


It’s not necessarily a bad thing, but 
Punisher: War Zone is shameless 
in its borrowings from other comic 
book films. There's the same weap- 
ons/technology fetish as. Iron Man, 
and the underground den that anti- 
hero Frank Castle (Ray Stevenson) 
lives in, next to the subway, is ripped 
straight from Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles III — you know, the one where 
they time-travel. It even cribs a line 
pre-emptively from next year’s hotly 
anticipated Watchmen adaptation, 
when a grieving woman asks Castle, 
“Who punishes The Punisher!?” 
(Hint: nobody.) 

Only four years have passed since 
Thomas Jane's very underrated take 
on the character, and even though 
War Zone fits perfectly into the 
timeline as a sequel, the filmmakers 
go out of their way to make a fresh 
start. Instead of on a pier, now Cas- 
tle’s family was gunned down during 


Pad 


Titus Pullo Gets A Weapons Upgrade | Ray Stevenson, from HBO's Rome, unleashes some Zist-century firepower in Punisher: 


War Zone. PHOTO COURTESY OF MAPLE PICTURES 

a picnic. Instead of 2004, now it was 
in 2002. Why not, I guess, but also 
... why? 

But the film's biggest loan from its 
peers is Dominic West's Jigsaw, the 
ultra-vain mob lieutenant whose face 
and body become horribly mangled 
after a trip through a glass-crushing 
machine. (He ends up looking half 
like a beat-up catcher’s mitt and half 
like an actual baseball.) The way 
West revels in his disfigurements, 
donning coats with absurd fur col- 
lars while recruiting local gangs to 
join his anti-Castle army, is a terrific 
combination of two top-tier Batman 
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villains: Heath Ledger's Joker and 
Tommy Lee Jones’ Two-Face. 

Not only does West turn in the best 
performance, but he’s also one of the 
only doses of exhilaration in a film 





determined to be as serious and ni- | 


hilistic as possible. Stevenson looks 
fine throwing grenades, but he's an 
inexcusably boring, boring, boring 
lead. Another reason the 2004 ver- 
sion was so great is because it let The 
Punisher fight people like The Rus- 
sian, an eight-foot-tall tank of a man 


with bleached hair and sailor shirt. | 


Here, however, he has to morosely 
kill his way up the food chain, ma- 
chine-gunning roomfuls of faceless 
goons en route to Jigsaw. 


And yet technically, it can be a lot | 


of fun to look at. Director Lexi Al- 
exander has some disarming tricks 


| up her sleeve, like the bird's-eye 


shot of Jigsaw and his crew cran- 
ing their necks to look at their new 
skyscraper headquarters, and Steve 
Gainer’s kinetic-but-dreamlike cin- 
ematography is superb. He shoots 
New York in huge, explosive, brassy 
colours — like a tasteful version of 
Sin City’s aesthetic onslaught, come 
to think of it. 

Despite these silver linings, this 


| 
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Hispanic Holidays 





Will And Gracias? | Debra Messing makes up just one-ninth of the overcrowded cast of Nothing Like the Holidays. PHOTO 
COURTESY OF OVERTURE FILMS eee 


IFORGOT ABOUT THE 
CHRISTMAS MOVIE NOTHING 
LIKE THE HOLIDAYSEVEN 
WHILE I WAS REVIEWING IT 


NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 

Directed by Alfredo de Villa. Starring Alfred Molina, Elizabeth 
Pefia, John Leguizamo, Freddy Rodriguez, Debra Messing. 
Opens Fri, Dec 12. 

KARMA 





Is it better to make a film so astound- 
ingly terrible that the audience will 
never forget the torment of those 
two hours they wasted watching the 
thing, or so unremarkable and wildly 
mediocre that the audience will nev- 
er remember that they went to see 
the thing in the first place? 

To be fair, Nothing Like the Holi- 
days will store itself in our collective 
long-term memories as that Christ- 
mas movie that had an almost all- 


wife Sarah (Debra Messing). T} 
there's €dy’s daughter Roxan 

(Vanessa Ferlito), a wannabe star! 

hiding her lack of Hollywood succes, 
from her parents. Lastly, we hay 
Jesse (Freddy Rodriguez), who jus 
got back from his first tour of dut 
as a soldier in Iraq. 

This movie is built around explo; 
ing relationships — familial as well a 
romantic — but the audience dc 
get to know any of the characters inj 
complete and satisfying way. To giv: 
just one example, almost as soon 4 
the film starts, we see Anna demand 
ing a divorce from Edy because 
is sure he is cheating on her. F 
enough. However, contrary to whl 
you'd expect, Edy doesn’t seem to 
upset about the situation and doesn 
try too hard to dissuade her from 
her suspicions. At the same time, we 
have the rest of the family literally 





IT’S ORDINARY, INOFFENSIVE, UNINSPIRING, AND JUST 
ENTERTAINING ENOUGH TO WATCH AND THEN FORGET. 





Hispanic lead cast. Other than that, 
it's ordinary, inoffensive, uninspir- 
ing, and just entertaining enough to 


| watch and then forget. 


movie is simply far too violent to | 


time. And by that, I don’t mean too 
many bullets being fired or blood- 


| less martial arts sequences. I mean 


Castle literally punching through a 


| man’s face. I mean Jigsaw's demented 


brother ripping out and eating some- 
one’s kidney with his bare hands. 
I mean every dead body having his 
head blown off with a shotgun, just 
because. Everything is done with 
oodles of blood, and almost car- 
toon-sized explosions of brains and 
mucus. 

During the climactic fight scene, 
Castle stabs and then sets someone 
on fire. Compare that to the finale of 
the 2004 version, where Jane shoots 
a scheming John Travolta, drags him 
from the back of a car, and then sets 
him on fire. Stealing from your own 
franchise? Surely you can do better 
than that — for next time, may I sug- 
gest lightning bolts? 





With a cast of nine main charac- 
ters, each with their own messy, his- 
tories and personal obstacles, all of 
which are exacerbated by the holi- 
days, all in one movie — it's just too 
much to draw in the audience and 
draw out the emotional response ev- 
ery holiday movie aspires to. We only 
get to skim the surface of this family. 
Director Alfredo de Villa, simply put, 
overreached. 

I can, however, see the concept 
working as a television series, es- 
pecially with Holidays’ charismatic 
cast. Alfred Molina is perfectly un- 
derstated as the Rodriguez patriarch 
Edy. Christmas is his favourite time 
of year, since his large family is oth- 
erwise spread out over the world. His 
New York-based son Mauricio (John 
Leguizamo) is feeling the pressure 
to reproduce coming from both Fa- 
ther Time and his own mother Anna 
(Elizabeth Pefia). In turn, he puts the 
pressure on his stiff, career-focused 


telling us how much they love ea 
other and how unimaginable it a 

I would be more convinced and con 
sequently saddened with the whol 
situation if, as a viewer, I believed i0 
the stability of their marriage, no 
told to believe in it by a supporting 
character. 

There’s another, much better mo 
ment where the women watch as the 
boys try to cut down an old tree it 
the front yard. As every Rodrigue! 
mans up to attempt to bring th 
tree down, the women kibitz, pla¢ 
ing bets on who will injure them 
selves. It’s funny and the scene let‘ 
us start to sink into the dynamic of 
this family, but it doesn’t last lon 
and de Villa goes back to telling 
us how to feel and what to thin 
soon enough. 

Anyway, by the time you leave th 
theatre your mind will have movell 
on to other things, like Christm® 
shopping, your own tumultuous rel 
tionships, and how you could go ft 
a gingerbread latté. So ... hmm... !"" 
sorry. What was I was talking abo 
again? 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 


Keanu Reeves, Jennifer Connolly, Kathy 
Bates, John Cleese, and Jon Hamm star in 
The Exorcism of Emily Rose director Scott 
Derrickson’s remake of the classic 195] 
sci-fi film about an alien whose arrival on 
Earth is greeted with curiosity, fear, and hos- 


tility. 


DELGO 

A hilariously random voice cast (including 
Freddie Prinze Jr., Jennifer Love Hewitt, Val 
Kilmer, Anne Bancroft, Burt Reynolds, and 
Eric idle) headline this animated family fan- 
tasy about a teenager who must unite his 
land-dwelling people and a race of winged 
» creatures in order to defeat a common 
enemy. 


a 


Bill And Ted's Extraterrestrial Adventure | Keanu Reeves is a benevolent alien in The Day Thel Earth Stood Still 


























THE GATES 

A documentary by Antonio Ferrera, Albert 
Maysles, David Maysles, and Matthew Prinz- 
Ing about artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s 
26-year quest to create the “Gates” installa- 
tion — a series of thousands of enormous 
archways covered in golden fabric snaking 
through New York's Central Park. Metro Cin- 
ema: Dec 11-13, 15 (7& 9pm) 


1.0.U.S.A. 

Wordplay director Patrick Creadon's alarm- 
ing documentary about the United States’ 
looming debt crisis, and the various econo- 
mists and politicans hoping to fix it before 
it's too late. 


MILK 
Sean Penn, Emile Hirsch, James Franco, 
Josh Brolin, and Diego Luna star in Good Will 


Hunting director Gus Van Sant'’s biopic about 
Harvey Milk, the San Francisco city council- 
lor who became an inspirational and effec- 
tive advocate for gay rights in the late ‘70s 
before he was shot and killed by a deranged 
colleague 


NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 

Luis Guzman, John Leguizamo, Debra Mess- 
ing, Alfred Molina, and Freddy Rodriguez star 
in director Alfredo De Villa's seasonal com- 
edy/drama about a Puerto Rican family in 
Chicago celebrating what might be their last 
Christmas together. 


OUTSOURCED 

Josh Hamilton and Ayesha Dharker star in di- 
rector John Jeffcoat's cross-cultural comedy 
about an American who travels to India to 
train the employees at a new call centre for 
anovelty-gag company. 


ALSO PLAYING 
AUSTRALIA 


A flopperoo, scored with didgeridoo. 
bo axes 


BOLT 

Surprisingly zippy computer-animated com- 
edy about a canine TV hero forced to fend 
for himself in the real world. Not quite up to 
Pixar standards, but a solid Kung Fu Panda- 
level crowd-pleaser. 

kk KK TT 


THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS 

This drama about the eight-year-old son 
of the commandant of a Nazi concentra- 
tion camp who befriends one of his father’s 
young Jewish prisoners is a quietly effective 
parable 
fetched 


— that is, until its outragec 





melodramatic ending 
younger viewers will be traumatized 
Kat 


FOUR CHRISTMASES 

Surviving Christmas, Christmas With the 
Kranks, Jingle All the Way, Deck the Halls, 
Fred Claus, Christmas in Wonderland... now 
this lame Reese Witherspoon/Vince Vaughn 
comedy takes its place in the pantheon of 
lousy holiday movies. 

KITT 





MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 

It’s a little top-heavy with celebrity voices 
and the computerized camera moves are 
a bit too shallowly “dazzling,” but there are 
enough clever gags lurking around the edges 
to make this a painless night out with the 
kids. 

kk Ty 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

It's 2008, and apparently it’s just not fun 
being James Bond anymore: Daniel Craig's 
007 is one grim, joyless secret agent, and his 
latest adventure is the biggest downer in the 
series’ history. 

kk Ky 


onscreen 


RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 

This absolutely sublime ensemble drama 
starring Anne Hathaway as a drug addict 
attending her sister's wedding is a welcome 
retum to form for Jonathan Demme, whose 
optimistic vision of a multicultural America, 
embrace of humanity in all its flaws, and love 
of music have never been more evident 
koko kk 


TRANSPORTER 3 

Trash, but enjoyably fast-moving trash, with 
a healthy sense of its own ridiculousness. 
And a healthy number of scenes where Jason 
Statham takes his shirt off 

KKK TY 


TWILIGHT 

Unevenly paced and awkwardly acted, this 
movie version of Stephenie Meyer's teen- 
vampire novel nevertheless has enough 
swoony romance to win over the 12-year-old 
girls In the audience — or the inner 12-year- 
old in the moms accompanying them. 

eo aes 


WHAT JUST HAPPENED 

Tepid Hollywood satire starring Robert De 
Niro as a beleaguered producer trying to 
steer his two latest projects away from disas- 
ter. Sean Penn and Bruce Willis both show 
up, playing themselves, but the stuntcasting 
comes off as more self-congratulory than 
scathing, 

KKK 





‘A TOTAL TRIUMPH!” 


The New York Times 





“THE BEST MAINSTREAM AMERICAN MOVIE 


i HAVE SEEN THIS YEAR: 


EMILE HIRSCH 


A. 0. SCOTT 


JOSH BROLIN DIEGO LUNA “No JAMES FRANCO 
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hing Like The Holidays’ is a Christmas feast you won't want to 


“A treat to watch.” 


-Leonard Maltin, ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT 


“Nothing Like The Holidays’ 
is warm, fuzzy and fun.” 


—David Sheehan, HOLL 
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Witness the resurrection of Mickey Rourke. 
ive Engagement January 16th 
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WEAND WR. JOMES SEAN PENN HAD TO BASE HIS PERFORMANCE IN MILK ON VINTAGE NEWS FOOTAGE, BUT HIS COSTAR 
EMILE HIRSCH HAD HIS REAL-LIFE COUNTERPART CLEVE JONES RIGHT THERE ON THE SET. ¥ 





BEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 











Profile In Courage | Sean Penn nails Harvey Milk, right down to the hairstyle, in Milk. PHOTO COURTESY OF FOCUS FEATURES 








THIS WEEK: SEAN PENN'S 
MILKY METAMORPHOSIS 


David Edelstein, New York | “While not up therein 
the annals of transformation with Robert De 
Niro’s poundage or Daniel Day-Lewis's palsy, 
Sean Penn's smile lines in Milk are a wonder. 
They're not crinkles, they're furrows; they 
seem to stretch all the way down to his soul. 
There's anger in his Milk, but it never festers 
— it’s instantly channelled into political ac- 
tion. In the tedious remake of All the King’s 
Men, Penn went in for Method-y pauses in 
the scenes of Willie Stark finding his soapbox 
voice: he seemed too inward an actor to play 
a rabble-rouser. But as Milk, he shakes off 
Method self-attention the way Milk shook 
off the shame of being gay. As the personal 


becomes political, he opens all the windows 
and gets visibly high on the breeze.” 


Dan Callahan, The House Next Door | “Penn man- 
ages to get some energy going in his public 
speeches, especially when he's riling up a 
crowd in the Castro, and he has nice mo- 
ments of physical schtick that involve subtle, 
queeny eye flares and dainty hand gestures. 
Penn even reaches for Brando-esque tragedy 
in the last scenes, but the straightforward 
cominess of the script foils all his actorly 
nuances.” 


Sam Adams, Philadelphia City Paper | “A self- 
styled man’s man, Penn might have seemed 
a strange choice to play Milk, who, after his 
election as San Francisco city supervisor, in- 


troduced himself to Mayor George Moscon; 
as the city's ‘No.1 queen. But Pennstrikes th 
perfect balance of steel and swish. When he 
exhorts a crowd by shaking his fists, his wrists 
flop but his forearms bulge, the muscles alive 
and ready for a fight.” 


James Rocchi, Cinematical | “Penn's performance 
has both a bright, brilliant surface and unex. 
pected depths. When Milk leans in to kiss 
a man he’s just met on a subway station's 
stairs and then peers over the man's shoulde; 
and his own, it's a perfectly realized moment 
of passion and paranoia in conflict. Watching 
Penn play Milk, you get the sense that while 
Milk was carefully, deliberately provoking 
his audience, he was also provoking himself 
daring his political career into being.” 
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8712 - 309 STREET © 433-0728 
THE BOY IM THE STRIPED PAJAMAS PG 
Fr-Thurs 7:00, 9:00; Thurs 9:15 only; Sat 8 Sun 2:00. Mature themes, 
disturbing content. 


10887 - 82 AVENUE © 4330728 


JUST WHAT HAPPENED 
Nightly 6:45; Sot & Sun matinees 1:00 


Nightly 7:00; Sat & Sun matinees 1 00 
1.0.U.5.A 
Nightly 9:00; Sot & Sun matinees 3:00. 
PARKLAND 

105 an Set, Spe Gow © 9622382 
AUSTRALIA PG 
Nightly 7:30; matiness Sat Sun & Tues 1:30. Violence, language may 
offend, > 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Nightly 6:50, 9:10; mafinees Sat Sun & Tues 12:45, 3:05. Crude content, 


14a 
Nightty 7:10, 9:25; mafiness Sot Sun & Tues 1:10, 3:20. 
BOLT 6 
Nightly 7:00, 9:05; mafinees Sot Sun & Tues 1:00, 3:00. 
TWILIGHT PG 
Nightly 6:45, 9:20; matinees Sot Sun & Tues 12:55, 3:30. Violence. 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 14a 
Nightly 7:05, 9:30; matinees Sot Sun & Tues 12:50, 3:10, 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 6 
Nightly 6:55, 9:00; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 1:05, 3:15. 


9828-101 AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) © 4259212 
THE GATES sic 
Thus, Fi Sot & Mon 7:00,9:00. 

KRAMER: MILESTONES sic 
Sun 7:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, ST. ALBERT » 456-9822 
TWILIGHT 
Daily 1:30, 4:15, 645, 9-00. 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
Day 12:55, 2:55, 440, 6:30 


Daily 8:30. 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 

Daily 12:30, 2:15, 4:05, 5:55, 7:45, 9:35. Language may offend. Crude 
conte. ms 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
Daly 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 9:20. 

BOLT G 
Daily 1:00, 3:05, 5:00, 6:55, 8:50. 








4702-50 St. Leduc © 9862728 


FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Nightly 7:10, 9:15; matinees Sot & Sun 1:10, 3:15. Longuoge may 
offend, cde content. 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STEAL PG 
Nighy 7:00, 9-25; matinee Sot/Sun 1:00, 3:25. 


TWIUGHT PG 
Nightly 6:55, 9:30; mafinees Sat & Sun 12:55, 3:30.Violence. 











**" 


NYqeyd(elelelalsé 


BOLT 

Nightly 7:00, 9:20; matinees Sot & Sun 1:00, 3:20. 
WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 

a 3840-56. Wetaskiwin © 3523922 

FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 

Nightly 7:05, 9:15; matinee Sat/Sun 1:05, 3:15. Longuage may offend, 

ude content, — 

TWILIGHT PG 

Vigty 6:55, 9:35; moines Sat/Sun 12:55, 3:35. Vikece. 

AUSTRALIA PG 

Nightly 6:30, 9:30; mofinee Sat/Sun 12:30, 3:30. Violence, language 

pay ard 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STEAL PG 

Nightly 7:00, 9:25; mofinee Sat/Sun 1:00, 3:25. 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


4 1525 99 Steet © 436-8585 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
FreThurs 12:10, 1:30, 2:35, 4:10, 5:10, 6:45, 7:40, 9:20, 10:20. No 
se a 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
FréThurs 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40. Coarse language. 
DELAGO 
FreThurs 12:20, 2:30, 4:40, 6:50. 
RAB NE BANA Di JODI (HINDI W/E.S.T.) 
FreThurs 12:15, 4:00, 8:00. 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
FreThurs 12:20, 3:20, 6:30, 9:30. Gory scnees, brutal violence, 
CHAKK DE PHATTE (IN PUNJAB!) 
Frelues, Thurs 1:00, 5:00, 8:30; Wed 1:00, 5:00, 9:20. 3 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
FréThurs 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 7:50, 9:40, 10:30. Languoge may offend, 
cude content 
MILK 4A 
FreThurs 12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 10:15, Corse language 
AUSTRALIA PG 
FreThurs 2:00, 6:30, 10:00. Violence, language may offend. No passes. 
TRANSPORTER 3 144 
Fre Sof, Mon-Thurs 1:10, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10; Sun 1:10, 4:20, 10:10. 


BOLT 

FreThues 1:30, 445; rtThus 12:00, 2:30, 450, 7:20, 9:50. 
TWILIGHT 

FreThurs 1:15, 4:40, 7:30, 10:30. Violence 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

FreThurs 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 7:10, 1 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFR! 

Frélues, Thus 11:50, 2:20, 4:30, 6:45, 9:15; Wed 11:50, 2:20, 4:30, 
9:30. 

ROLE MODELS 14a 
Fri, SumWed 1:45, 4:45, 7:45, 10:15; Sat 4:45, 7:45, 10:15; Thurs 
1:45, 4:45, 10:15. Coarse languoge, cude content. a 
ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 18A 
FreThrs 7:45, 10:20. Coude conten, seul confer, coos longunge, _ 
NUTCRACKER /CASSE-NOISETTE SIC 
Ei 
WWE ARMAGEDDON sic 
Sun 5:00. 





NORTH EDMONTON 
14231-137th venue ® 7322223 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
frethas 12:10, 1:30, 2:35, 4:10, 5:10, 6:45, 740, 9:20, 1020. Ho 
passes. m =e A 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS PG 
Fees 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40. Coase longuoge : 
DELGO °G 
FieThus 12:20, 2:30, 440, 6:50 f 
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Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
Ly 


SHOWTIMES DECEMBER 11-17, 2008 


PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 18A 
FreThurs 2:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:40. Gory scenes, brutal violence. 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
FreThurs 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 6:40, 7:45, 9:00, 10:10. Language may 
offend, crude content. ey 
AUSTRALIA PG 
FreThurs 12:50, 4:30, 8:30. Violence, language may offend, 
TRANSPORTER 3 
FreThurs 1:50, 5:00, 7-55, 10:35. 
BOLT 
FreThurs 1:10, 3:50, 12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 7:15, 9:50. 
TWIUGHT 
FreThurs 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00, Violence. 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
FreThurs 12:15, 2:40, 5:15, 7:50, 9:10, 10:30, 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 6 
FreThurs 12:30, 2:50, 5:05, 7:20, 9:50. 
ROLE MODELS 4A 
Fri, Sun-Thurs 1:40, 4:45, 7:30, 10:05; Sot 4:45, 7:30, 10:05. Coarse 
language, cude content. 
NUTCRACKER /CASSE-NOISETTE STC 
Sot 12:00. 

CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 

3RD FLOOR PHASE Hl, 101 st. & 102 AVE. © 421-7020 
AUSTRALIA PG 
FreThurs 12:30, 3:55, 7:10. Language may offend, violence. No passes. 
TWILIGHT PG 
FreThurs 12:40, 3:35, 6:30, 9:10, Violence. ‘ 
BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D G 
FreThurs 12:45, 3:25, 7:00, 9:15 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
FreThurs 12:50, 3:20, 6:40, 9:20. 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Frees, Thurs 12:55, 3:15, 6:50, 9:25; Wed 12:55, 3:15, 9:25. 
Language moy offend, crude content. —_ 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 18A 
FreThurs 1:00, 3:45, 6:45, 9:30. Gory scenes, brutal violence. 
TRANSPORTER 3 
Fri, Sun, Tues Thus 110, 3:50, 6:35, 9:00; Sot Men 7:00, 9:20, 
THE ADVENTURES OF PINOCCHIO (OPERA) STC 
Sat-Sun 1:00. 

CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 

4201-13 9TH AVENUE © 472-7600 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
Fr, Mor Thurs 4:15, 6:40, 8:50; SotSun 2:00, 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
fri, Mon-Thurs 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; SotSun 1:30, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30, 
TWILIGHT PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 3:50, 4:20, 6:30, 7:00, 9:10, 9:35; SorSun 1:10, 1:40, 
3:50, 4:20, 6:30, 7:00, 9:10, 9:35. Violence, 
BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D 
Fr, Mon Thurs 4:40, 7:05, 9:25; SotSun 2:10, 4:40, 7:05, 9:20. 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Fri, MoneThurs 4:00, 4:50, 6:45, 7:20, 9:00, 9:50; SotSun 1:20, 2:20, 
4:00, 4:50, 6:45, 7:20, 9:00, 9:50. Crude content, language moy offend 
AUSTRALIA PG 
Fri 4:30, 8:00; SotSun 1:00, 4:30, 8:00; Mon-Thurs 4:30, 8:00. 
Language may offend, violence. No posse. 


MA 


15,640,850. 


1A 
45, 7:15, 9:40; SotSun 1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:40. 

18A 
710, 9:45; Sot Sun 1:25, 4:25, 7:10, 945 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE CINEMAS 
11] AVENUE & GROAT ROAD 455-8726 

TWILIGHT PG 
Fri Mon-Thurs 6:50, 9:25; SatSun 12:45, 3:35, 6:40, 9:25. Violence. 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 7:15, 9:45; SotSun 1:05, 3:15, 7:15, 9:45. Language 
moy offend, crude content. tive 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 14a 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 7:00, 9:35; SoSun 1:15, 3:45, 7:00, 9:35. 


TRANSPORTER 3 “14a 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 6:50, 9:15; SotSun 12:55, 3:25, 6:50, 9:15, 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 

WEST EDMONTON MALL * 8882-170 STREET ® 444-2400 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL “PG 
FreThurs 2:00, 5:00, 7:45, 10:30. No passes. a 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
FreThurs 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45. No passes. i, 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 18A 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20. Gory scenes, brutal violence y 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
FriThurs 12:15, 1:10, 3:50, 6:40, 7:40, 10:10. Language may offend, 
crude content. 
AUSTRALIA PG 
FeeThors 12:20, 410, 8:00. Violence, lorguage may offend, 
TRANSPORTER 3 148 
Fri, Sun-Thurs 1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00; Sot 4:30, 7:20, 10:00. 
BOLT 
FreThurs 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20. 
TWILIGHT 
FreThurs 12:20, 2:40, 3:40, 6:50, 9:10, 9:50, Violence, 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
FreThons 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:15. 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
FriThurs 12:30, 3;30, 6:30, 9:00. 
ROLE MODELS 
FrieWed 12:50, 4:20, 7:05, 9:40; Thurs 12:50, 4:20, 10:20. 
Coarse language, crude content. 


ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 18A 
fiPSot, Toes Thurs 1:50,4:50, 7-50, 10:30; Sun 1:50, 10:30; Mon 1:50, 
4:30, 10:30. Crude content, sexuol content, coarse language. 
NUTCRACKER /CASSE-NOISETTE STC 
Sat 12:00-_ Zt ee 
WWE: ARMAGEDDON SIC 
Sun 6:00 


130 AVENUE & 50 STREET © 472-9779 


THE HAUNTING OF MOLLY HARTLEY 

Frthus 200,725 

PRIDE AND GLORY 

FrrSot 4:00, 9:40; Sun-Thurs 4:00, 9:40, Coarse language, violence, not 
recommended for children 


PASSCHENDAELE 14A 
FreSot 1:15, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30, 12:00; SureThurs 1:15, 4:10, 6:50, 
9:30. Gory scenes, coorse language. 
MAX PAYNE 

FriSot 1:55, 4:45, 7:20, 9:55, 12:15; SureThurs 1:55, 4:45, 7:15, 
9:55. Violence, 


QUARANTINE — 
FreSot 7:30, 10:05, 12:05; Sun-Thurs 7:30, 10:05,Gory scenes. 


BODY OF LIES 14A 
Fr¢Sot 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35,-12:10; Sun-Thurs 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 
9:35, Coorse longuoge, brutal vilence._ 2 





14A 





18A 





ROCKNROLLA 14A 
FreSot 7:10, 9:50, 12:05; Sun-Thurs 7:10, 9:50. 

Coorsa language, violence. 

NICK & NORAH’S INFINITE PLAYLIST 

FreThurs 10:00. Coarse language, 

EAGLE EYE 

FreSot 1:35, 4:25, 7:00, 9:45; 12:10; SurThurs 1:35, 4:25, 7:00, 
9:45, 

IGOR 

fréThurs 1:50, 4:05. 

LAKEVIEW TERRACE 

FreThurs 1:55, 4:40, 7:20. Coarse nguoge. 
APPALOOSA 14a 
FreSot 1:25, 4:00, 6:45, 9:20, 11:50; Sun-Thurs 1:25, 4:05, 6:45, 

9:20, 

BURN AFTER READING 

FreSot 1:45, 4:35, 7:15, 9:25, 11:40; SumThurs 1:45, 4:35, 7:15, 
9:25. Violence, coarse angus = 

THE DARK KNIGHT PG 
FreSot 1:10, 4:20, 7:40, 11:20; Sur-Thurs 1:10, 4:20, 7:40. Violence, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young children. = 
MAMMA MIA! PG 
FrieSat 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35, 11:55; Sun-Thurs 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 
9:35. 

WALL-E 

FreThurs 1:30, 4:30 


GALAXY CINEMAS 
2020 SHERWOOD DR., SHERWOOD PARK © 416-0150 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
Fri 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; SotSun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 
7:00, 10:00. NO passes. = 2 

DELGO PG 
Fri 3:40, 6:50; Sat-Sun 12:10, 3:40, 6: 50; Mon-Thurs 6:50, 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 18A 
Fri 4:40, 7:30, 10:20; SatSun 1:10, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20; Mon-Thurs 
7:30, 10:20. Gory scenes, brutal violence, 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 7 PG 
Fri 4:15, 7:40, 10:15; SatSun 1:20, 4:15, 7:40, 10:15; Mon-Thurs 
7:40, 10:15. Language may offend, crude content. No passes, 
AUSTRALIA 

Fri 3:30, 8:00; SotSun 12:00, 3:30, 8:00; MoreThurs 8:00. 

Violence, longuoge moy offend 

TRANSPORTER 3 

Fre Sat, Mon-Thurs 7:15; Sun 12:20, 7:15. 

BOUT 2 

Fri 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; SotSun 1:30, 4:20, 7:05, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 7:05, 
9:30, 











TWILIGHT 

Fri 3:45, 7:20, 9:10, 10:10; SotSun 12:40, 3:45, 7:20, 9:10, 10:10; 
MonThus 7:20, 9:10, 10:10. Violence. " 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE MA 
Fri 3:50, 7:10, 9:40; SatSun 12:30, 3:50, 7:10, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 7:10, 
9:40. 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 

Fri 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; SatSun 12:50, 4:10, 6: 

9:20. 

ROLE MODELS 

Fri 4:25, 9:50; SatSun 4:30, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 9:50. Coarse language, 
crude content, 

NUTCRACKER /CASSE-NOISETTE 

Sot 12:00. 
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THEATRE PREVIEW « DON’T HARSH OUR MELO - BY TRENT WILKIE |731 words 











SCOTT SHARPLIN REVIVES THE 
MELODRAMA TRADITION AT 
THE WALTERDALE... AND SEE 
JOINS IN THE FUN 
BLACK HEARTS IN THE GREEN ROOM 

Directed by Tara-Lee LaRose. Written by Scott Sharplin. 
Walterdale Playhouse (10322-63 Ave), Dec, 10-20 
Tickets available through TIX on the Square (420-1757/ 
thonthesquare.ca) or at the door, 











As | sat and waited in the busy cof- 
fee shop to interview Scott Sharplin 
about his new play for Walterdale 
‘Theatre's 50th anniversary season, 
felt a bit uneasy. My purchase of 
three double Americanos hadn't 
given me the edge I was looking for 
and on top of that, I felt as if I were 
being watched. Every once in a while 
jumped from my seat, twisting rap- 
‘idly in hopes of catching my voyeur 
hiding behind a newspaper or duck- 
ing behind a plant, but alas, there 
‘was no one and the feeling didn’t go 
"away. It was the third time I did this 
that | noticed Sharplin enter. 
Our eyes met across the room and 
my heart quickened. Sharplin made 
a gentle tip of his hat, which was 
Odd for he was not wearing one, and 
gracefully walked towards my table 
4s if floating on a cushion of sea 
foam; | could almost smell the kelp 
in the air. He sat down across from 

me, ordered four pieces of Key lime 
pie and a diet Pepsi, and immediately 
Started talking. 

“When I was artistic director at the 

alterdale a few years back, I went 
looking through the old melodrama 
: ripts thinking we could revive that 
Tradition,” Sharplin explained. “The 
ld scripts were fun but there were 
ome aspects of the humour that 

didn't appeal to me. Many of them 
ere written in the ’5Os or in other 
ases the 19th century, so a lot of the 





humour is pretty dated, sometimes 
being racist, sexist, or homophobi: 
Aside from that, the form works 
pretty well and certainly Walterdale 
actors love doing them. It gives them 
a chance to indulge their inner ham 
So I thought, ‘Well, why don’t I write 
a new one?” 

At this point I became alarmed 


That was the exact answer to the 
question I was about to ask! How did 
he know? Had he 
laptop 
lin gingerly sipped his diet Pepsi 
gripping the can as if it were an old 
friend. After a few moments of un- 


broken into my 
.. Or worse, my mind? Sharp- 


comfortable silence, I got the nerve 
to pose a query, my voice shivering 
as the words escaped from my face 
cave. What is melodrama? 

“To a lot of people, it's kind of the 
antithesis of good drama as it is dra- 
ma taken to a ridiculous extreme,” 
Sharplin explained. “For people who 
have never seem melodramas, | al- 
ways liken them to Bugs Bunny car- 
toons because Bugs takes himself so 
seriously and the lines of good and 
evil are very clearly drawn. You know 
that Bugs is the good guy and Elmer 
Fudd is the bad guy and every gesture 
they do is huge. They don't just trip; 
they trip and fall off a cliff.” 

1 was shocked. How did he know of 
my undying love for Looney Tunes? 
My brain raced for answers as Sharp- 
lin studied my face. He savoured his 
soda as if each quaff contained a 
temporal portal to my thoughts, ex- 
posing my every fear and weakness. 
I couldn't say a thing. After a long 
sigh, he started again 

“I thought I would make it close 
and accessible to the Walterdale 
and so just set it in the Walterdale,” 
Sharplin said, as if frustrated by hav- 
ing to do my job for me. “Essentially, 
Black Hearts in the Green Room is a 


IT 5 SHARPLIN SAVOURED HIS SODA AS IF EACH 
QUAFF CONTAINED A TEMPORAL PORTAL 
TO MY THOUGHTS, FEARS, AND WEAKNESSES. 


= WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 
play within a play as a group of actors 
are trying to put on a melodrama in 
the Walterdale as a melodrama in the 
Walterdale. Everything goes wrong 
in a horrendously over-the-top fash- 
ion. Here our bad guy wants to take 
the theatre away from the people so 
that they can't do their plays any- 
more and they rally together against 
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Jt Was A Dark And Stormy Interview... 


him. And then in the middle of all 
this, we've got ghosts.” 
Upon his mention of ghosts, the 


room started spinning. I don't know 
if it were the Americanos or my al- 
lergy to the word “ghosts,” but | 
sensed I was going to faint. I tried to 
do so subtly by pulling the table and 
two adjacent chairs on top of myself 
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and wailing at the top of my lungs. 
When | awoke, I was on the curb out- 
side the coffee shop 

Did any of that happen? Did I fin- 
ish the interview? Why are there 
two complimentary tickets to Black 
Hearts stuffed up my nose? I may 
never know. What I do know is this: 
I’m probably fired. 





ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE BOOKSTORE 





TRAINS! 
JeT’Adore, Mon Choo-Choo 


It's been a while since an Edmonton theatre 
company did something by Mansel Robin- 
son, the Saskatchewan-based writer of such 
socially conscious shows as Downsizing De- 
mocracy and The Heart As It Lived — by Arts: 
News' count, the last time a Robinson play 
hit Browntown was 2001, when Ghost Trains 
played the Fringe. But now, from Dec. 11-13, 
UUnitheatre will be presenting Trains Fan- 
témes, which is obviously still Ghost Trains, 
except this time in French. Frederic Blanch- 
ette plays Danny Gagnon, a drifter druggie 
who works out his daddy issues through 
songs and stories about life on the rails. 





| TIGHTS! 


The Drosselmeier Strikes Back 


Beedle-DEE-dee-dung-da/Dink-dink-dink/ 
Dink-dink-dink/Dink-dink-dink-dink-da/ 
Murble-ummmamana... Huh? Oh, sorry + 
Arts News was just humming "The Dance of 
the Sugarplum Fairy” to itself, as it’s wont to 
do whenever it sees snowflakes gently falling 
outside the office window. The song is also 
on Arts News’ mind because Alberta Ballet's 
production of Tchaikovsky's The Nutcracker 
takes the stage of the Jube from Dec. 11-14, 
with all-new sets, all new costumes, and all- 
new choreography by Edmund Stripe, who 
did a lovely version of Alice in Wonderland for 
the company in 2006. 





TRENT! 
Mostly Water Gets Frozen 


But if you're seeking a less traditional take 
on the holidays than the one Alberta Ballet 
is serving up, XXXMas IV: The Re-Gifting 
is just the bourbon-spiked mug of eggnog 
you're thirsting for. It's the latest collection 
of profane, seasonally incorrect comedy 
sketches from the fast-rising, internet-savvy 
Edmonton comedy troupe Mostly Water 
Theatre (whose ranks include regular SEE 
contributor and Edster’s Dictionary master- 
mind Trent Wilkie). The show plays for one 
night only, Dec. 13 at 8pm, at the Varscona 


Theatre. Stocking-stuffers, take note: MWT — 


DVDs will be on sale in the lobby, 
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The Boy in The 
Striped Pajamas 


Mon-Wednesday 
7:00 & 9:00pm 
Thursday 9:15pm ony 
Saturday & 


Sunday 
uarwees @ 1:00 pm: 


BOY. 
STRIPED 
PAJAMAS 


RATED PG 


ATA A» CASTUVENG COMTNAT 


What Just 
Happened 
Saturday & 


Sunday 
wannees ontr & 3:00 pm 


RATEO 144 
comnts una © 


visit us online at 
mogiclanterntheatres.ca 


CARNE AU 
8712 - 109 Street - 433-0728 
FREE 32U 


UNIVERSAL 
FZ 
UNIVERSAL MUSIC CANADA 


e-mail one of these answers to win@see.greatwest.ca 
by monpay peceMBeR 15, 2008 
Enter To win THIS WARM DECEMBER 


«» For full contest details go to seemagazine.com 


A nourishing week of yoga & sun in one 
of the most beautiful places on earth 


The Big Island of Hawaii. 


Known as the healing Island where you can 
swim with dolphins, then stretch in the sun 
What better way to spend reading week, 

of to surprise your sweetheart for an 
unforgettable Valentines Day, or Christmas gift. 
OF to just recharge your sense of well being 


Yoga in Hawaii 
February 15th to 21st, 2009 


We will be staying at the beautiful kalani retreat center. 
For more information please go !o our website 


«www. shantiyoga.cae 


@ 
GSS YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 


SHANTI 
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I Don't Know Much About Art, 
But I Know What I Can't Afford 





BOOK REVIEW - ARTISTS OR CON ARTISTS? - BY MAURICE TOUGAS | 18 words 


THE $12 MILLION STUFFED SHARK 


THE CURIOUS ECONOM! TEMPORARY ART 





THE S12 MILLION STUFFED 
SHARKCASTS A SKEPTICAL 
EYE ON THE ART SCENE’S 
BIZARRO-WORLD ECONOMY 





THE $12 MILLION STUFFED SHARK: THE CURIOUS 
ECONOMICS OF CONTEMPORARY ART 

By Don Thompson. Doubleday. 272 pp. $29.95 
kok 





Pop (culture) quiz: which of the fol- 
lowing is not a work of art that sold 
for thousands of dollars: 

(a) a leather jacket tossed into a 
corner 

(b) a two-ton stuffed shark 

(c) a solid blue canvas 

(d) 355 pounds of candy 

Answer: it’s a trick question. They 


| all sold for thousands of dollars, and 


in one case plenty more. 

They are all examples of contem- 
porary art discussed in the meticu- 
lously detailed, enlightening, and 
often outrageous The $12 Million 


Stuffed Shark, by professor and 
economist Don Thompson 

The book's titular shark is only 
the most striking example of the 
gonzo aspect of contemporary art 
collecting. The shark, a creation of 
British (con) artist Damien Hirst 
— the world’s richest and therefore, 
by the standards of contemporary 
art, greatest artist — came with the 
appropriately pretentious title The 
Physical Impossibility of Death in 
the Mind of Someone Living, which 
forced viewers to contemplate what 
they were looking at, other than just 
a’dead shark. 

As Thompson details in the best 
chapter “of his book, Hirst never 
laid a hand on the shark. Hirst 
doesn’t actually draw or paint; in- 
stead, he comes up with an idea, 
and has the hands-on work done by 
minions in his art factory. (What 
Hirst lacks in artistic skill he makes 
up for with moxie. After selling his 
stuffed shark for $12 million, he 
promptly created another stuffed 
shark and sold that one for $4 mil- 
lion. If Leonardo da Vinci were 
alive today, he could produce a doz- 
en Mona Lisas and make some real 
money.) 

Hirst has also produced a long- 
running series of installations based 
on the contents of pharmacy medi- 
cine cabinets (he sold a collection 
of acetaminophen tablets for $3 
million), and “spot paintings” con- 
sisting of multicoloured circles on 
a white background (one of which 
sold for $1.5 million). And of course, 
he just supervises their creation. We 
wouldn’t want the world’s richest art- 
ist to actually get paint on his hands 





Nat: . Gp 


(en Bleleile)es 


NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TREATS THE CAUSE 
OF YOUR ILLNESS, NOT JUST YOUR SYMPTOMS 


Depression Anxiety 
IBS Celiac Colitis & Diabetes 
Detoxification Hormone Imbalances 
Women's / Men's Health 
Nutritional & Life Style Counselling 
Arthritis Burn-Out Allergies 


Dr. Janice Dacyshyn, N.D., B.A. 


TWO LOCATIONS: 
IN ST, ALBERT: 


ST.ALBERT NATUROPATHIC CLINIC 
|| PERRON STREET 780.459.5601 


IN SOUTH EDMONTON; 


HYPERION LASER REHABILITATION 
and WELLNESS CENTRE 
(FORMERLY NAMED Laser TECH HEALTH CuNic) 


10433-51 AVE 780.988.2012 


wwwalbertanaturopath.com 
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now, would we? 

Hirst is the most outrageou 
the artists and millionaires Thom) 
son details in his yearlong journe, 
through the art world, during whic 
time four works sold for $10 
lion. Thompson introduces art n¢ 
phytes like myself to the concep 
of branding in the art world. In th, 
big-time world of art, brands coy, 
vey prestige and power. Whethe 
they convey quality in art is ay 
other matter. As Thompson write; 
“Branding can substitute-for critic 
judgment.” 

In a world where nobody can tril) 
answer the question What Is An 
wealthy collectors depend on the se 
lect group of branded artists, collec 
tors, museums and auction houses ti 
tell them This Is Art. 

Hirst is a branded artist, whog 
very name ensures sales. CharleJ 
Saatchi is a branded collector; | 





























Saatchi owned it or wanted it, its val 
ue increases. Christie's and Sothe 
by’s are branded auction houses; i 
a work is auctioned by either hous: 
it instantly becomes an importani 
work. Then there are art fairs. At th 
2006 Art Basel art fair, for instance 
a wealthy home improvement r 
tailer from Manchester, Englan(| 
successfully bid 68,000 pounds fo 
an installation consisting of glas| 
boxes containing bronze casts of hu 
man excrement, covered in 24-kar 
at gold. (Gold-plated crap. Hoy 
appropriate. ) 

Thompson is not overly critic 
of the art world he describes. Thi 
$12 Million Stuffed Shark is ne 
ther a screed nor a rant against th 
contemporary art world, althoug! 
it richly deserves a tongue-lashing 
At best, he raises a slyly arche 
eyebrow when discussing some (| 
the more egregious works of “ar!| 
For instance, Thompson describe! 
a work called No-One Ever Leave 
— the aforementioned leather jacké 
tossed in a corner, which sold { 
$90,000 — Thompson describes i 
sale as “more than.double the artis! 
previous work, and almost certain 
a world record for any leather jac! 
et.” Regarding Yves Klein's a s¢l 
blue canvas (which sold for $1.8 mil 
lion), Thompson comments wr 
that “Klein’s work is as far as ° 
can go from the requirement th 
the artist be able to draw, or balar 
color.” (The Christie’s catalogue de 
scribes the work as “windows 1! 
the eternal and endless spimt 
realm.”) 

Oh, and the 355 pounds of cand)! 
That was by Felix Gonzalez-Torres q 
was intended to be eaten by visit" 
and represented his lover's wast 
away from AIDS. __ 

It sold for $456,000. 


CROSSTALK « VISUAL ARTS | 683 words 


The Passion Of The Christo 





ART BOX MANDY ESPEZEL & JILL STANTON 
JILL AND MANDY BURST 
THROUGH THE GATES, A DOCU- 
MENTARY ABOUT THE 2005 
ART SHOW IN CENTRAL PARK 





This week, Jill and Mandy head off 
to the movie theatre instead of the 
art gallery to discuss the film The 
Gates, a documentary about Christo 
and Jean-Claude’s monumental art 
installation — a series of thousands 
of arches draped in saffron-coloured 
fabric that snaked its way through 
New York City’s Central Park for two 
weeks in February of 2005 


Jill: | was pretty excited to watch 


this movie. Although I was aware 
of Christo’s The Gates: 1979-2005 
through all the publicity it received 
at the time, I was not all that familiar 


_ with its tumultuous backstory. | was 


very surprised to discover that the 
work encountered a lot of extremely 


' negative roadblocks from its initial 


le me 


conception in 1979 right through to 
its installation in January 2005. 

Mandy: That was pretty crazy, 
how outright angry some people 
were about it — comparing The Gates 
to “shit on a lawn,” calling it an as- 
sault on Central Park. What was fas- 
cinating to me about this documen- 
tary was the total attitude shift of the 
people being interviewed once The 
Gates were up and officially opened 
to the public, with New York mayor 
Michael Bloomberg presiding over 
the unveiling. 

Jill: People thought The Gates was 
an abomination of the natural set- 
ting of Central Park, They thought 
that the installation would obstruct 
the scenery, would somehow “ruin” 
the park, and even went so far as 
to claim that it would prevent the 
animals from surviving the winter! 
However, The Gates was scheduled 
to be exhibited in all its orange fury 
for a mere two weeks; I find it diffi- 
cult to understand how people could 
be so adamant about the supposedly 
“destructive” nature of the work. 

Mandy: It’s interesting that you 
use the word “fury” to describe the 
work, My sense of The Gates was 
that they were quite peaceful, even 
calming structures. This idea of the 
Sanctity of Central Park is brought 
Up repeatedly in the film, often as an 
argument against the project. Christo 
again and again made the point that 
Central Park is in fact a manmade 
Structure, and that to try and keep it 
from being manipulated in any way 
's inherently ridiculous. 





Jill: | meant “fury” in the most 
ironic way possible! On the other 
The 
Gates that comes up in the docu- 


hand, the argument against 
mentary and which I was sort of torn 
on was that this project cost $20 mil 
lion to construct. Interviews with 
poverty-stricken individuals residing 
in New York raise the question: what 
else could this money have been 
spent on? Of course, that argument 
ignores the fact that it was Christo’s 
and Jean-Claude’s own fundraised 
money, and the project itself was 
unquestionably amazing and created 
moments of wonder for thousands 
of people during its short lifespan. 
I guess it could be asked, how much 
should artists creating public art 
pieces be aware of the nature of their 
audience? 

Mandy: Well, maybe even not the 
nature of their audience, but their 
opinions or approval. If Christo and 
Jean-Claude had paid any attention 
to the reactions of the public before 
the structure was installed, and even 
during the actual installation, maybe 
they wouldn't have been as dedicat- 





ed to following the project through 


to completion. They said that they 
wanted to do this work for them 
selves, not as a gift to the people of 
New York City 


what it ended up being 


But that’s exactly 


Jill: This is true. In fact, I think I 
agree with what some of the people 
in the documentary said as they were 
experiencing The Gates: the exhibit 
could have been up for much longer 
than two weeks, to let more people 
into its experience! But Christo was 
very unwavering in the length of time 
The Gates would be up, because he 
thought it should be a “happening” — 


something that was there once, and 


only so many people could have that | 


special feeling that they were a part 
of it 

Mandy: The time limit makes it 
that much more unique. I’m envious 


of those lucky people who were there 


to see it. | suggest that Edmonton re- | 


quires some “happenings” too 


The Gates screens Dec. 11-13 | 


and Dec. 15 at 7pm and 9pm at 
Metro Cinema 
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Rachel Getting 
Married 
Nightly 9:15pm 
Saturday & 


Sunday 
wannees @ 3:30 pm 


RATED 144 

Marne ecu + connie Laan 
Outsourced 
Nightly 7:00pm 


Saturday & 
Sunday 


matinges @ 1,00 pm 
RATED PG, 


Tell No One 
Nightly 645 


Saturday & 
Sunday 
watinees @ 1:00 pm 


RATED 144 
ENTY = COMABE XANGUAGE + voxenc 


10.U.S.A 
Nightly 9:00pm 


Saturday & 
Sunday 
wanwees @ 3:00 pm 
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Visit us online @ magiclontemtheatres.ca 








A career that’s good for you — 


and your planet. 





Join our team as a Grocery Manager 
South market. St 
Gr 
Wi 


experience and out-of-this-world customer servi 


at our busy Edmonton 






wease your skills by managing all aspects of 








Ty operations staff management, inver and display. 








solid reta 





¢ looking for a team player wi 





management 





! The salary 
grid starts at $46,000+, along with a gencrous benefits 
package, a hefty staff discount and great opportunities 


for career advancement 
We're also looking for both full-time and part-time 
Clerks in all departments 
Please send your resumé to careers@planetorganic.ca 
For more information about Planet Organic Market, 


please visit www.planetorganic.ca 
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THEATRE REVIEW - MUSICAL DRAMA - BY MARLISS WEBER | 560 words 


Dying Is Easy, Choreography Is Hard 


SAILOR’S SONG COMBINES 
DANCE AND EUGENE O’NEILL- 
STYLE DRAMA, WITH MOSTLY 
MAGICAL RESULTS 





SAILOR’S SONG 

Directed by Amy De Felice. Written by John Patrick Shanley. 
Starring Bob Rasko, Twilla MacLeod, Vanessa Sabaurin, 
George Szilagyi and Linda Turnbull Roxy Theatre (10708-124 
St). To Dec 14. Tickets: 453-2440 

kkk 





A funny thing happened on the way 
to the funeral 

In town to mark the passing of his 
aunt, Rich, a wide-eyed commercial 
sailor, finds love in a bar — with two 
girls. Sisters, no less. Sailor's Song, 
playing now at the Roxy, is a sad, 
sweet siren’s song about love, death, 
and life’s purpose — and the magic, 
romance, and life-affirming qualities 
of dance. 

More Eugene O'Neill than Rodgers 
and Hart, the script by John Patrick 
Shanley (Doubt, Moonstruck) in- 
corporates magic realism and dance 
in an otherwise philosophical and 
heart-rending family drama. Weav- 
ing high art with working-class sen- 
sibilities, Shanley explores the heart 


of family conflict: Rich woos sisters 
Lucy (Twilla MacLeod) and Joan 
(Vanessa Sabourin) and fights about 
the meaning of life with his uncle 
John (George Szilagyi), as his aunt 
Carla (Linda Turnbull) fights for her 
last breath 

By turns funny, romantic, and 
heartbreaking, the play uses dance 
as a figurative and literal transition 
between life and death. Rich is in- 
spired by dance and those tentative 
first steps toward love, but he can’t 
This 
lighthearted conundrum, the surface 


choose between the sisters. 


plot of many movie musicals of the 


1940s, is anchored by the weight 
of his aunt’s impending death, and 
his uncle’s cynicism about love. It 
is his aunt’s death dance, one of the 
most beautiful and unusual death 
scenes I’ve ever seen, that captures 
the essence of Shanley’s story: even 
in death, life is precious and love is 
what connects us 

Under director Amy De Felice's 
able hand, Sailor's Song works 
well. Any flaws in the production 
lie with the script, which despite 
gorgeous moments and philosophi- 
cal wisdom, doesn’t allow the ac- 


tors much in terms of character arc 
or resolution. The dance element 
is fascinating, but is also jarring 
until we understand it on a more 
symbolic level 

The script, though, is not without 
its richness, and some moments, 
particularly the conflict scenes 
between Rich and his uncle, work 
very well, and the strong perfor- 
mances of the actors make the 
weaker moments in the script for- 
givable. Bob Rasko, a fine dancer as 
well as actor, is well-cast as Rich and 
is eternally boyish, hopeful, and en- 
ergetic in the role. Twilla MacLeod, 
as always, is radiant, and although 
this is not a musical, we do get to 
hear her sing in what is one of the 
highlights of the show. Vanessa Sa- 
bourin is equally strong, and plays 
the “crazy sister” with sensitivity 
and sweetness. Always interesting 
to watch, George Szilagyi gives the 
cynical uncle John just enough heart, 
so that ours break when he loses 
his wife 

But it is Linda Turnbull as Carla, 
in that breathtaking dance of life and 
death, who steals the show. Although 
silent in this role, Turnbull embodies 











Who’s Minding The Oar? | Bob Rasko, Linda Tumbull, and Twilla MacLeod float director Amy De Felice’s boat in Sailor's Song 
PHOTO BY DAVID VAN BELLE 

the show's themes of life, death, and ful experiment, but it is a fascinating 
blend of genres and styles, and th: 


atrical innovation should always | 


redemption through dance, and she 
is, in a word, stunning. 


Sailor's Songisn’t alwaysasuccess- encouraged. 








What you need to know about 


Alberta’s Tobacco 
Reduction Act 


Important information for Albertans, 
businesses and tobacco retailers. 


Beginning January 1, 2009, the sale of 
tobacco products is prohibited in: 


- pharmacies 
- stores containing a pharmacy 

- public post-secondary campuses 
- health-care facilities 


Alberta’s Tobacco Reduction 
Act protects Albertans from 
the serious health risks of 
tobacco use. 


For more information, 
call 1-866-332-2322 (toll free), or visit smokefreeplaces.com 
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It’s an important part of 
the Alberta Government’s 
commitment to keeping 
Alberta healthy. 
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BEVERAGE CONTAINER MANAGEMENT BOARD 


PUBLIC BOARD 
MEMBER VACANCY 


The Beverage Container Management Board (BCMB) is 
seeking applications from individuals interested in serving 
on its Board of Directors. 


The BCMB was established as a non-profit management 
board under Alberta’s Environmental Protection and 
Enhancement Act. We are a stakeholder board that 
regulates the recycling system of beverage containers in 
Alberta. The Board is responsible to ensure that the BCMB 
meets the goals of the Minister of Environment and 
oversees the activities of Alberta bottle depots and the two 
collection system agents for beverage manufacturers. For 
more information about the BCMB visit our website at: 


This opportunity will appeal to dynamic leaders who 
possess a diverse background along with executive level 
experience. Candidates will have extensive knowledge 
of effective, practical corporate governance, and prior 
experience as a member of a Board of Directors. 


If you are interested in this unique opportunity and would 
like a Director profile or additional information, please 
contact John Bachinski, Managing Director as indicated 
below. To apply, please forward a resume.or statement of 
your qualifications by email to: 


John Bachinski, Managing Director, 
jbachinski@bcmb.ab.ca 
Phone: (780) 424-3193 ext 2 or Toll Free at 1-888-424-7671 
Electronic applications are preferred 
Application deadline: December 22, 2008 


The BCMB thanks all applicants for their interest; however 
only individuals selected for an interview will be contacted. 


Personal information is being collected to determine your 
qualifications and suitability for the position noted above. This 
information is collected and used under the authority of the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
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XHIBITS LIVECOMEDY | 


30 VEARS YOUNG: THE EDMONTON OILERS 30TH AN- | BESTOFEDMONTON THE COMIC TRIP BOURGON STREET j 
SHOWCASE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 | - WESTEDMONTONMALL The best in Edmonton's comedy 1 d 0 n at O n 
10730 JASPER AVE., OCT 9-JAN4 Featuring items from key community. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca/7B0-483-5999, | eé u als 
oments in the team’s history, including never-before-seen | BUTCH BRADLEY THE COMIC STRIP. BOURBON STREET | 






pictures, and an inside look into one of the greatest private - WEST EDMONTON MALL, DEC 10 - DEC 14 With Andrew 2 ticketst 

ports blll diag |wanyk, James Ball and Kelly Dakus. | S tO... 

BYSS BLISS FRI RY, 10516 WHYTE AVE,, DEC DAVE NYSTROM THE LAUGH SHOP. #1105 LONDONDERRY 

5 - DEC 30 Acrylic paintings by Cynthia Fuhrer. MALL, 137TH AVE. & 66TH ST,, DEC 16 - DEC 20 Doors at 8 p.m. Mt 015-12:2008 © 
nTEENLACHARRERIA ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, Info: www.thelaughshonca SCARLETT 

7945 1O2ND AVE. OCT 25 - APR 3 More than 120 HITOR MISS MONDAYS THE COMICSTRIP 

pxamplesof craftsmanship and design BOURBON STREET - WEST EDMONTON come by 


gstnctve to the Mexican cowboy. Info: ee pene, 
on ee ANYTIME 
3 pn peo a JOHN WING THE LAUGH SHOP. FRID AY 


: = #1105 LONDONDERRY MALL, [37TH 
ny 29- DEC 24 With watercolours Trains Fantomes — iyrappeseniaiiltapees 


by Brenda Malkinson, Robert Sin- lve been reminiscing. THE LION'S HEAD PUB 
dar Textile works by Martha Cole. eC COMEDY NIGHT Featuring profes 
stone work by David Mitchell and LA coer : sional & amateur comedians, No 
witi-media drawings by Maureen NCOPHONE. cover. Hosted by Lars Callieou every 
ey. Info: www.scottgallery.com. a Sunat9p.m. 
rROSSING THE BOUNDARIES MCMULLEN | TOM WILSON SPECIAL CONCERT PRE- 
ERY, 8440 IIZTHST., NOV 1-DEC 31 Work by SENTATION THE COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET 
bers of the Intemational Visual and Performing Arts | -WESTEDMONTON, DEC 17 -DEC 21 With Nigel Lawerence 
Society of Canada explores the differences and similarities | and Kelly Soloduka. 
of art work from different cultures. Info; 780-407-7152. 
ENC! D PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY, 19 PERRON 
ST. ST.ALBERT, DEC 4 - DEC 23 With works by Mindy Andrews, | 
e Anysas-Salkauskas, Susan Greenbank, Liv Pederson, Pat | 
akowski and Pam Weber. | 
FIGHTS OF FASHION: A HISTORY OF THE ELEVATED 
FOOT ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 02ND AVE., NOV 
72-MAR 8 An exhibition of footwear from the Bata Shoe 
seu following the rise and fall of the high heel in 
estern fashion. More than 75 pieces of exotic footwear will 
ead visitors on a 500-year journey through the evolution of 
| 
| 
| 

















siting poten? Bas 9221-34 Ave 
letusknow. = : 780.466.6552 


ce Eien Seniesa 


elevated shoes. 

JOSHUA'S JOURNEY ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 

02ND AVE, OCT 25 - JAN 4 Visitors join Joshua Loper's 

first trail ride on the Chisholm Trail and experience the 
hardships, struggles and joys of a true American Cowboy. 

o; 780-453-9100. 

NEW SEASONS SHANTI HAIR, 10407 83RD AVE,, NOV 16 - 

DEC 20 Paintings by Igor Woroniuk inspired by Alberta. 
PASSAGE HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215 
12TH ST, NOV 27 - DEC20 A multi-media journey through 

the river valley during autumn, the season of decay and 

death. With works by Elizabeth Beauchamp & Lynn Malin. 
PICTURE THIS GALLERY PICTURE THIS GALLERY, 959 
ORDZERD. SHERWOOD PARK, DEC TI - DEC 20 New originals 
‘by Brent Heighton, Big Sky contemporary landscapes by 
Dean Mcleod, Seascapes by Jonn Einerssen, landscapes in 

oll by Murray Phillips, European scenes by Charles H. White, 
Winter folk art originals by John H. Burrows, Stone carvings 
by Vance Theoret, oil on canvas by Tanya Jean Petersen and 
western landscapes by Roger D. Amdt. 

‘SOFTLY, SOFTLY: IMAGES OF FEMININITY HARCOURT 
HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215 112TH ST., NOV 27-DEC 20 
Commentary on perceived notions of femininity through the 
‘use of found objects and collage by Andrea Magnuson. 
‘SYDNEY LANCASTER HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD 

‘OOR, 10215 N12TH ST,, NOV 27 - DEC 20 Works examining the 

interplay between the constructed world and the natural 
‘world, and the way in which humans perceive these realities. 
UP THE CREEK ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL, 10186 106TH ST., 
OCT 4 - DEC 20 Works inspired by the Red Deer River by Brian 
‘NMicArthur and Darren J Petersen. Info: www.albertacraft. 
ab.ca/780-488-66N1 ext. 221. 


DANCE 


THE NUTCRACKER JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 11455 67TH AVE., 
DECII- DEC 14 Choreographed by Edmund Stripe. 

OUM! OUMI HIZZI ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND 
AVE, DEC 14 Middle Eastern Dance Recital. Doors at 6:30 
um. Info: 780-418-4108. 


HEATRE 


BLACK HEARTS IN THE GREEN ROOM WALTERDALE 


ae” Wrap up your holiday shopping with 
NOV 28 - DEC 23 Dickens’ classic Yuletide ghost tale, 


Econ aUSTL AA ETAL gift ideas from our members and staff. 


weep: NOV 26-DEC29 The new Gershwin 


So ee 
AE NO 76-0629 eat Np fw. 


a e/ § Open late — weekdays until 9pm : 


DeFelice directs John Patrick Shanley's tale of a seaman 


aac re through December 23. 


IE GABOURY, DEC I-13 Frederic Blanchette stars in 
sesh 
V.L.P.KIDS SHOW VARSCONA 


ri, 


12328 - 102 Avenue NW, Edmonton | mec.ca 
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SEX - BETWEEN THE COVERS | 786 words 


Pony Players Are So Hard To Buy For! 
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MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 
BUT HERE'S A BOOK THAT'S 
THE PERFECT XMAS GIFT FOR 
THEM — PLUS BOOK IDEAS FOR 
THE OTHER HORNY FOLKS ON 
YOUR LIST 





Books never go out of season and 
this year, there’s something very ev- 
ery sexy bookworm on your list. 


For the person with more than 
enough love to go around: Opening 
Up: A Guide to Creating and Sus- 
taining Open Relationships by 
Tristan Taormino ($16.95) 

Turns out this author, columnist, 
sex educator, and bum sex expert is 
also an expert on open relationships 
and her book on the subject covers 
everything from monogamy with 
benefits to nonmonogamy, partnered 
nonmonogamy, swinging, polyamo- 
ry, polyfidelity, solo polyamory, 
mixed orientation marriages, and 
beyond. Makes plain old monogamy 


seem downright dull, doesn’t it? 

Using her usual sass, Taormino 
helps readers decide if an open re- 
lationship could be their thing. She 
dispels myths and offers advice on 
how to create responsible, fulfilling 
nonmonogamous relationships with 
tips on communication, negotia- 
tion, boundary-setting, and conflict 
resolution. Candid stories from real 
people — including a woman with 
two husbands, a suburban swinger 
couple, polyamorous parents, and a 
gay male triad — make this the must- 
have book for anyone ready to ex- 
plore life beyond monogamy. 


For the science nerd: Bonk: The Cu- 
rious Coupling of Science and Sex 
by Mary Roach ($24.95) 

Popular science writer Mary Roach 
follows up her studies of cadavers in 
Stiff and the afterlife in Spook with a 
foray into the world of sex research, 
past and present. She travels the 
world to uncover the extremes sci- 
entists will go to in an attempt to 
unravel the mysteries of sex. She 
even convinces her husband to travel 
to England with her to have sex in a 
lab so a scientist can observe by ul- 
trasound what's physically going on 
during the act. From Latina factory 
workers hand-staining dildo tips to 


Columbian researchers who've dis- 
covered that prostitutes orgasm eas- 
ier than feminists, Bonk is a funny 
and revealing look at our scientific 
fascination with sex. 


For the chronic masturbator with im- 
peccable taste: The Erotic Treasury, 
edited by Susie Bright ($35) 


piled and edited by Drew Hayden 
Taylor ($22.95) 

From the life of a native strip- 
per to why Cree is the world’s sexi- 
est language whether native people 
have more of less hair “down there,” 
Taylor's anthology offers a wide- 
reaching, sometimes 
funny, sometimes poignant picture 


passionate, 





ASIDE FROM LOTS OF GREAT PICTURES 
OF “PONIES” IN ACTION, CHAPTERS INCLUDE 
“GROQMING AND HANDLING” AND “SCENE 
DEVELOPMENT.” GIDDYUP! 





The design of this absolutely 
beautiful cloth hardcover collection 
contained in a slipcover box marked 
simply with a cutout letter X is 
enough to turn you on. Inside are 
40 steamy stories from all of Susie's 
favourite erotica writers, from Carol 
Queen to Robert Olen Butler. As 
Bright's introduction says, the book 
is like a pirate’s treasure chest full of 
stories about lovers: heartbreakers, 
foxes, maniacs, romanticists, and 
virgins, freaks, love bunnies, hell- 
raisers, and utter bandits. 


For the prurient cultural anthropolo- 
gist: Me Sexy: An Exploration of 
Native Sex and Sexuality, com- 
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1-900-584-2525 


“18+. No liability. Restrictions apply. 
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669- 





Calgary 
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of native sexuality. Contributors in- 
clude writer Lee Maracle, playwright 
Tomson Highway and painter Norval 
Morrisseau, to name but a few. 


For the hot to-be mama: Your Orgas- 
mic Pregnancy: Little Sex Secrets 
Every Hot Mama Should Know by 
Danielle Cavalucci and Yvonne K. 
Fulbright, Ph.D. ($12.95) 

That's right: pregnant women can 
still be sexual! In fact, authors Cava- 
lucci, a pregnancy coach and fitness 
trainer as well as a new mama her- 
self, and Fulbright, a sexuality educa- 
tor, assert that maintaining an erotic 
connection during pregnancy offers 
real benefits for mama, mate, and 
child. Be it the war between baby, 
sex, and partner, feeling sexy during 
pregnancy, or third-trimester sexual 
improvisation, this guide goes where 
most pregnancy guides do not. 


For the well-seasoned sexpot: Still 







































Doing It: The Intimate Lives os 
Women Over 60 by Deirdre Fishe| 
and Diana Holtzberg ($24.95) 

Based on research and -extensive 
interviews with over 30 diverse 
women across America — some dj 
vorced, some widowed, some newly 
out of the closet, and most no lon, 
ger concerned about what others 
think about them. These womey, 
are pursuing lovers, having relation 
ships with younger men, hooking up 
with women for the first time, enjoy. 
ing masturbation, and discovering 
sex toys. One woman even found 
her true love at 80. In a society that 
still refused to accept that olde; 
women not only remain sexual 
but continue to grow sexually, 
book is inspiration to women of ajj 
ages. 


For the equine enthusiast: The Hu- 
man Pony: A Handbook for Own 
ers, Trainers and Admirers by Re 
becca Wilcox ($33.95) 

Whether you prefer your “pony” 
on two legs or four, in latex or leath 
er, bareback or adorned, this beaut 
fully illustrated guide to human pony 
play is appropriate for both novi 
and experienced: pony players (i. 
those that enjoy sexual play in which 
people like to dress like ponies while 
their partners “train” them). Aside 
from lots of great pictures of “po 
nies” in action, chapters include 
“What is Pony Play?” “How to Be 
gin Training Your Pony,” “Groom 
and Handling,” and “Scene Develop 
ment.” Giddyup! 





780-665-6666 





i ete one © 8 © 00000 Oy i 
Fre nu not applicable ro YDATE cal. 18+ Mo Fable. Reston apply 08 prorat Ph apprabe gxtme 


403-770-0776 











780-665-6565 
TET LOSSES t 


agenda |newsopinion | city life} music| on screen arts ctassifieds sex! the 


1-900-451-1441 sas 


150min 


REE: 


Chat with 100’s ofe 
HOT naughty girls! 


Calgary e 


403-313-3311, 
Other cities @ 
1-877-834-4044 


@ 
Dial #DATE (#3283) e 


Calls cost 79¢/mir 










Mobile Pay, text 
“SCORE” to 96669 
$s.0/tonis @ 









Edmonton usemeoncove:rs:) @ 
@ 





| 








= 


SEX ADVICE | 912 words 


|W 
(D 


Some On-The-Nose Advice About Facial Dildos 





SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT, THERE 
AREN'T ANY STORES THAT 
SELL PINOCCHIO-STYLE 
DILDOS. WHY NOT TRY A 
HARNESS MAKER? 


J am obsessed with my girlfriend 
sitting on my face, so I can eat her 
out while my nose penetrates her. 





It drives her crazy as well. | am 
wondering if you have heard of 
a dildo that could be mounted on 
my face, specifically on my nose, 
so that I penetrate her more deep- 
ly while she sits on my face and I 
lick her clit? 

Strange Fantasy Dude 


"Sadly, there's no out-of-the-box so- 
jution I can recommend,” says Cory 
Silverberg of Come As You Are, To- 
ronto's worker-owned-and-operated 
sex shop. “There are harnesses that 
are meant to strap on to the head, 
like the Head-On Harness available 
at Stockroom.com, But it covers 
the mouth.” So you wouldn't be able 
to eat your girlfriend out with one 
buckled to your face. 
Cory continues: “And there is the 
‘often-poked-fun-at Accommodator 
[a latex harness that straps a dildo 
to your chin and looks just as ridicu- 
Tous as it feels]. But it isn’t hollow, 
$0 it couldn’t be worn comfortably 
ver the nose,” he says. And finding 
Something that fits comfortably over 
a nose is going to be your biggest 
problem. 
“It would need to be hollow, but it 
jould need enough heft such that it 
jouldn't be constantly buckling and 
itting you in the mouth or between 
eyes. The tricky thing is that the 
lose is so close to the eyes, so any- 
ing with straps might dig in or at 
least go over the eyes in an uncom- 
table way.” 
So what do you do? 
“Get in touch with a good harness 
faker and ask if they do custom 
ork,” Cory says. “One of my fa- 
rites is Outlaw Leather in Seattle 
-outlawseattle.com).” Outlaw 
ather produces high-quality dildo 
esses and could, in theory, make 
ua dildo harness that fits comfort- 
ly over your nose. Custom work 
xpensive, of course. “But no one 
id dreams came cheap,” says Cory. 
Butifyou’re going to go the custom- 





made with a wider mouth opening 
and an extended nosepiece 

“You could also go the Cyrano de 
Bergerac route,” says Cory, “and look 
into getting a high-quality prosthesis 
that fits over the nose.” He thinks the 
folks lurking at Pinocchia (forums 
pinocchia.com) — a site for guys into 
girls with big noses — might have 
some idea where to get a prosthesis 


I'm a 28-year-old woman. I’ve 
been with my current boyfriend 
for five years. He’s married and 
has been telling me the whole 
time that he’s going to leave his 
wife eventually. There’s always 
an excuse: a crisis with the kids, 
money problems, etc. I've been 
stupid to stay with him for so 
long, but I just can’t keep away 
from him. 

I just found out I'm pregnant, 
and I haven't told my boyfriend. 
This is the second time we've 
been pregnant. Last time he re- 
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acted very badly, and I miscarried 
after a few weeks. I know he'll 
want me to get rid of the baby, but 
I'm going to keep it 

Whenever his wife goes away, 
I go over to the house to spend 
time with him. I’ve been planting 
evidence of our affair around the 
house in the hopes his wife will 
find it. So far, no luck. I'd like him 
to be man enough to leave her, 
but that’s probably never going 
to happen. I could leave him, but 
if I da, I want to make sure he’s 
miserable. I’m not going to van 
ish from his life and leave him all 
happily ever after. I'm thinking of 
going and telling his wife. What 
do you think? Is there any way I 
can force him to tell her? 
Now The Other Mom 
No advice for you, NTOM, but 
plenty of prenatal sympathy for 
a poor unfortunate fetus who de- 
serves better parents or his very 


Own miscarriage 
I will, however, hold on to your let 
ter. I'm going to forward a copy to 


every doucheburst who writes in to 


tell me that gay marriage is wrong 
because every child deserves a moth 
er and a father. Moms and dads can 
be great — I had a terrific set myself 


— but mix-matched genitals are not 
enough. Having one twatted par 
ent and one pricked parent does not 


guarantee a happy childhood. 


I am a straight 18-year-old girl 
and a college freshman. A couple 
of months ago, I lost my virginity 
to my first serious boyfriend, and 
since then we've been having sex 
several times a day. Apparently 
we have been a bit too enthusi- 
astic, because my boyfriend re- 
ceived a note from his downstairs 
neighbors. In crass and abusive 
language, they told us to keep it 
down. 

This is upsetting me terribly, 


and I don’t know how to make 
it better. Even if we are both si- 
lent, the bed inevitably squeaks 
and thumps. There is really no- 
where else on campus for us 
to go. (I have three roommates 
who don't get out much.) What 
should I do? I am so depressed by 
this situation. 

Loud And Clear 


Go buy the original Broadway cast 
O. The next 
time you have sex, blast “You Can Be 
as Loud as the Hell You Want (When 
You're Makin’ Love)” at top volume. 


recording of Avenue Q. 


When the neighbors complain about 
the music, tell them that they can lis- 
ten to show tunes or put up with the 
noise you guys make when you have 
sex — their pick 


Download the Savage Lovecast 
(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at www.thestranger.com/savage 
mail@savagelove.net 
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0135. | Saw You 
Saw you Nov 9th at the Jasper 
Ave Rogers video. We talked 
about Prison Break, and House, i 
Suggested “In Bruges” and “Fel- 
on” for movies did you like them? 
drop me a line @ 

tysinis@ hotmail.com 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


DO YOU have gravel/aggregate 
deposits on your property? We 
specialize in marketing, mining, 
managing and reclaiming aggre- 
gate resources. Contact Tom 
1-888-784-4400 for more infor- 
mation. 


MAKE UP TO $8K/month distrib- 
uting #1 Brands. Disney, Ninten- 
do & more. Free info kit. Visit: 
www.brandmagic.ca, Call 
1-800-720-6416. 


MONEY MAKER. Local route. No 
selling on your part. For more 
info call 1-866-821-2569. 


NEED MONEY FAST. Immediate 
approval. Credit, age, income are 
no barriers, debt consolidation, 
interim financing, home pur- 
chase, small business start-up. 
Consolidated Mortgage and 
Loans. Members BBB 
1-780-452-5858. 


400. Courses/Classes 


Japanese Drumming Workshops 


Try this dynamic, choreographed 
activity for fun or potential mem- 
bership with Kita No Taiko. Wed, 
Jan 7 or 21 (eve); Mon, Jan 12 
(eve); or Jan 11 (day). $45. Min 
age 13 ph. 780-431-0300; fax 
780-431-0406 
info@kitanotaiko.com 
www.kitanotaiko.ca 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 


9700. 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
HELP LINE 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
If you want to stop using, we can 
help. Local: (780) 421-4429 or 
Toll free: 1-877-463-3537 


410. Education/Training 


MASSAGE CAREER. Train at 
our highly regarded, progressive 
school and graduate with confi- 
dence! Excellence in education, 
guaranteed! 403-346-1018. 


Support Groups 





TRAIN FOR a new career in 
medical transcription. Train from 
home. Work from home! Contact 
CanScribe today for a free infor- 


mation package. 
1-800-466-1535; www.can- 
scribe.com; info@can- 
scribe,com. 

1005. Help Wanted 


CAPITAL TATTOO 


Our reputable shop/studio has 
been around for 8 years. Great 
total team environment. 


Experienced artist WANTED. 
Apply in person with portfolio. 


Great hours 12 - 6pm. 
Competitive pay. 


Phone: 465-6611 
7240-101Ave 


www.capitaltattoo.ca 


LOOKING FOR A UNIQUE 
CAREER OPPORTUNITY? 


‘A large North American Finan- 
cial Services company is look- 
ing for unique individuals with 
Jeadership ability. We are one 
of the fastest growing compa- 
nies in the fastest growing in- 
dustry in the world. Training 
provided. No experience nec- 
essary. Opportunity for ad- 
lvancement and excellent in- 
come potential for those with 





1005. Help Wanted 


JUNIOR ACCOUNTANT 


Book publisher looking for 
highly motivated person with 
educational background in ac- 
counting to serve as a support 
to the accounting staff for a 
group of companies. This junior 
position will provide an excel- 
lent hands-on learning opportu- 
nity for someone looking to 
gain work experience as well 
grow with the company. 
Flexible hours may be consid- 
ered. 


Required qualifications: 


‘An intermediate or higher level 
of a recognized program in ac- 
counting. Experience with 
|ACCPAC or Simply Accounting 
preferred. Experience with MS 
Excel preferred. Please email 


resumes to: 

mtchir @lonepinepublishing.com 
or fax to: 780-433-9646 refer- 
lencing the Junior Accounting 
Position. 


OFFICE ASSISTANT 


Are you looking for a great 
working environment with a 
well-established company? 
The south side publishing firm 
is looking for a mature office 
assistant receptionist with a 
strong commitment to good 
customer service and the 
ability to support accounting 
and sales functions. One years 
experience in a similar role and 
experience with ACCPAC and 
Excel preferred. Resumes 
emailed to: 
mtchir@lonepinepublishing.com 
or fax to: 780-433-9646 


Picture This! framing & 
galleryttsince 1981 


“helping people proudly display 
their life treasures” 


959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park, 
Alberta, Canada, T8A 4L7 
Ph:(780)467-3038, 
1-800-528-4278, 
Fax: (780)464-1493 


Email: marketing @ picturethis 
gallery.com 


Visit our website: 
www.picturethisgallery.com 
TAZZA CAFE 
located in downtown Edmonton 


is looking for an enthusiastic in- 
dividual to join their team. 


Starting at $10/hr + gratuities. 
FT/PT positions available. 


Ask for Jenny Kachkar 
(780)424-9224 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


A DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Cheap telephone reconnect! Very 
low rates, fast connections. Inter- 
net and long distance offered. 
Special holiday discounts! Call 
now. Phone Factory Reconnect 
1-877-336-2274; www.phonetac- 
tory.ca. 





A&B PIPELINERS is accepting 
resumes: Class 1 Driver(s) in 
Athabasca and Sedgewick, Al- 
berta. Required experience: 
Pipeline, heavy haul and oilfield. 
Loading and unloading equip- 
ment. Jeep, booster, low-bed, 
wheeler, over size and over 
weight experience. Safety tickets 
and clean Class 1/air abstract. 
Certified Experienced Plastic 
Pipe Fuser with experience in oil- 
field construction Fax 
403-265-0922. Email: graham- 
hunt @abpipeliners.com. 





C4 ELECTRIC LTD. is currently 
accepting applications for the fol- 
lowing positions: Journeyman, 
8rd or 4th year Apprentices. Fax 
resume to Jason 780-624-9770. 


CONCRETE PUMP Operator. 
Cold Lake readymix company re- 
quires boom pump operator. Pre- 
fer experienced, with clean ab- 
stract. Wage to be negotiated. 
Fax 780-639-4442 or call Bill 
780-639-4440, 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ALBERTA COST of living too 
high? Come home to Kelleher 
Ford Brandon! We need Service 
Technicians specializing in elec- 
tronics/electrical and diesel re- 
pairs to begin immediately. Cer- 
tification and valid driver's licence 
required. Industry-competitive 
wages and benefits. Contact: Mr. 
Darrell Appelt c/o Kelleher Ford 
Sales, 1445 - 18 St. North, Bran- 
don, MB, R7C 1A6. Email: dap- 


pelt@kelleherford.com. Phone 
1-888-850-3673. Fax 
204-726-4365. 

ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 


neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Western Canada. We are 
seeking resident technicians in 
Drayton Valley, Lac La Biche, 
Camrose, Vegreville and Wetas- 
kiwin. If you are interested in a 
high paying camp position in Fort 
McMurray - we offer a 3 week on, 
3 week off shift for commuters. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada’s top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
rapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St., 
Edmonton, AB, T5S 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; ccarriere @brandt- 
tractor.com. 


EMERALD TRUCKING, Trottier 
Trucking and TJM Oilfield, three 
EnerMax companies, are current- 
ly seeking Class 1 & 3 drivers 
and vacuum drivers. Fax resume 
to 780-523-5833. 


HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC or 
Apprentice required by Cold Lake 
readymix company. Wage nego- 
tiable, some experience with mix- 


ers an asset. Fax resume 
780-639-4442 or call Bill 
780-639-4440. 





INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your re- 
sume online. FREE. Visit: 
w ww. aw - 
na.com/resumes_add.php. 


JACK OR JILL of all trades! Ex- 
plore over 50 trades. Learn entry- 
level skills. Work placement in 
trade of choice. 19 week Coop- 
erative Trades Orientation pro- 
gram at NAIT’s Fairview, Alberta 
campus. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.nait.ca. Residences 
available. Jan./09 start. 


JOIN AN EXCITING, fun compa- 
ny! One World United is looking 
for sales people throughout 
Canada! Our product is easy to 
sell and we provide full training! 
No investment required to earn a 
six figure income working from 
home! Looking for dedicated, 
hard working and honest people 
to work with us. Partfull-time, 
salary plus commission for those 
selected. Please send resume to: 
jeff@ oneworldunited.com or 110 
Longford Ave., Winnipeg, MB, 
R2N 1S9 


NEWALTA, based in Medicine 
Hat, requires vacuum truck driv- 
ers for on-site services, land 
spraying drilling fluids from rig 
sites throughout Alberta. Quali- 
fied candidates eligible for pay in- 
centives up to $7500. Class 1-3 
drivers with 18 speed experience, 
holding all safety courses an as- 
set. Fax resume 403-548-8136 
Email: westerncareers @newal- 
ta.com. Ref. #08-1077 








PROVINCE-WIDE Classifieds. 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $249. + GST 
(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details 





RELIABLE, SELF motivated per- 
son to operate and maintain large 
farm equipment on Airdrie ,area 
farm and feedlot. Fax resume to 
403-948-9521 


THE FORT - MUSEUM of the 
NWMP requires a General Man- 
ager immediately. For more infor- 
mation please go to www.fon- 
macleod.com. 





1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


SUBTRADES AND SUPPLIERS 
Wanted for apartment construc- 
tion in Grande Prairie, Leduc, 
Lloydminster (SK) and Winnipeg 
(MB). If you are professional and 
reliable and looking for consistent 
work with quick payment on in- 
voices, please call Hank Schmidt 
at 250-850-3242 or email: 
hank.schmidt @ seymourpacif- 
ic.ca. We are actively seeking 
electricians, plumbers, framers, 
insulators, roofers, sprinkler sys- 
tem installers, siding installers, 
drywallers, flooring _ installers, 
painters, landscapers, finishing 
carpenters and suppliers of all 
types. Also wanted construction 
site safety officer wanted immedi- 
ately for Lloydminster, SK. Apply 
with references by fax 
250-286-8046 or rick.bates @sey- 
mourpacific.ca. 


WHAT'S A HIGH dollar career, 
suitable for women and men with 
clean work and daytime hours? 
Answer: Machinist! 16 week pre- 
employment Machinist program 
at NAIT, Grande Prairie, Alberta. 
Challenge ist year apprentice- 
ship exam. February/09. 
1-888-999-7882; www.nait.ca. 


WILF'S OILFIELD SERVICES in 
Swift Current, Saskatchewan is 
currently seeking full-time perma- 
nent carpenters & labourers for 
work. Top wages, lots of hours & 
benefits program. Contact Brent 
306-741-1700. 


YOU'RE A CARING person. So 
why not make a difference as a 
health care aide. Enjoy flexible 
hours, true job satisfaction and a 


team environment. Visit care- 
work,ca, 
1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Africa We Care: a non-profit, 
non-denomination Edmonton or- 
ganization dedicated to allevia- 
tion of suffering in Africa has vol- 
unteer opportunities available in 
our warehouse to sort used 
books, clothing and household 
supplies which will be shipped to 
Africa. Contact Amanda at 
780-953-3591 For more info visit 
www.africawecare.org 





Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursements of expens- 
es provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just deliv- 
ered) for more information. 


Help Families in need in your 
community! Staff a Salvation 
Army Christmas kettle at your fa- 
vourite Mall! Call 780-412-2635 


Help to broadcast news national- 
ly for the blind and print-restrict- 
ed! Email edmonton @voice 
printcanada.com or call 
780-451-8331 





Kids Kottage helps ensure chil- 
dren are safe and receive the 
care they deserve when their 
families are in crisis, or need res- 
pite, we provide care for children 
0- 11 years of age free of 
charge. We are currently looking 
for volunteers in the areas of 
childcare, administration, mainte- 
nance and kitchen help. Must be 
15 years and older. Contact Pau- 
line at pcrosby @kidskottage.org 





Ronald McDonald house is look- 
ing for day and evening volun- 
teers. Call Joan at 780 439 5437 
or info@ rmhedmonton.ca 





St. John Ambulance currently 
seeks volunteers interested in 
gaining medical knowledge and 
experience 
comserv_ed@stjohn.ab.ca 





You've heard about it - have you 
done it yet? Volunteer for Habitat 
for Humanity Edmonton 
www.hfh.org or (780) 479-3566. 


CAREGIVERS/NANNIES with 7 
months training and/or one year 
experience are looking for live-in 
employment with elderly, 
disabled or families needing child 
care. 780-709-0005, 





2001. Acting Classes 


Attention Actors! Zocalo Film Stu- 
dio offers film acting classes. 
From Introductory to Advanced. 
Special Audition prep classes. 
Please email: 

classes @ zocalofilmstudio.com 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Actors are needed for a serious 
fantasy, new two act play about 
homeless bottle pickers “The In- 
visible People", performing in mid 
Feb 2009; directed by Jay Smith 
780-455-3828. Pis Phone. 





Actors wanted, male & female, 
for full-length independent film, to 
be shot in Edmonton in 
Spring/Summer 2009. This is a 
non-paying gig but great experi- 
ence. If interested contact 
thefilmproject@ hotmail.com with 
your experience.’ 





Calling Artists For Showcasing 
Opportunity! Feature and sell 
your work 

from our busy lounge at www.ed- 
montonjamspace.com 

No fees. 60-120 Days. Contact 
info@edmontonjamspace.com or 
780-288-7726 





The Alberta Student Film Festival 
has opened, and is calling for 
submissions. Submit your film at 
www.asfilmfest.ca 

or contact us at 

asfilmfest@ gmail.com 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2009 Churchill Square Street 
Stage. DEADLINE is February 
15, 2009. Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
applications or email 

dawn @theworks.ab.ca Join us, 
June 19 - July 1, 2009 


The Works Art & Design Festival 


is now accepting applications for 
the 2009 Churchill Square Arti- 
san Market. Please contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.ca or call 
780-426-2122 ext 234 for more 
information. FINAL DEADLINE 
April 15, 2009. Join us, June 
19-July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Smaller than a 
Breadbox Exhibit. Base your en- 
try on the 2009 Festival theme 
HEAT! DEADLINE is May 1, 
2009. Download applications 
from www.theworks.ab.ca or con- 
tact Amber at 
amber.rooke @ theworks,ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009. 


The Works Art & Design Festival 


is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Chalk Art Con- 
test. Prizes to be won!!! Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival 
Theme HEAT! DEADLINE is 
June 1, 2009. Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
application or contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.ca Join us, June 19 - 
July 1, 2009. 





001. Acting Classes 


The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting submissions for 
2011 festival exhibit. DEADLINE 
is August 25, 2009. To download 
applications, please visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca or contact 
Amber Rooke at 
amber.rooke @ theworks.ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009. 


2010. Musicians Available 


Live band “3 in the Wind” book- 
ing for Christmas parties etc. for 
2008/2009. Quality 3 piece band 
top 40/country rock to CCR and 
ZZ Top. Great band/great price. 
Phone TK Enterprises 
780-966-7394 


Local country/rock band with im- 
mediate openings for all types of 
bookings. Currently seeking New 
Years gig. Contact John at 
www.killercowboys.com 

or 913-7327 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


20 female singer, VERY interest- 
ed in creating/joining a band. My 
pref Rock/Blues/grunge/old mu- 
sic. Influence; Metallica, System 
of a down, Nirvana, Godsmack, 
Led Zeppelin, Amy Winehouse, 
Etta James etc. Age pref: 18-35. 
Very dedicated. Mature, open- 
minded, creative. Please contact 
Julie (7804876699/7808607993) 
or evilshanelle666@ msn.com 
Rock and Roll!!! 


3 piece power trio requires lead 
guitar for modern rock project. 
Please be mature and serious. 
Call 780-418-2214 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalist/rhythm guitar. Con- 
tact 477-3708. 





Achance to meet local musicians 
for all of you looking for bands 
and/or musicians: 

There is an event organized at 
the Baturyn Community Hall. 
10505 - 172 Avenue Edmonton, 
AB T5X 5V9 

www.baturyn.ca 


Jam The Hall - Bring your guitar, 
bass, drumsticks, keyboard, mi- 
crophone, amp, effects. 

Drop in to play some music on 
December 14, 2008 at 7:00pm at 
the Baturyn Community Hall 

Suggested songs: Cocaine, Beer 
drinkers and hell risers, Blue 
Jean Blues, Saints of Los An- 
geles, Back in black, Sultans of 
swing or whatever you want to 
play. 

Drums and PA equipment will be 
provided. 


any age, any level of playing wel- 
come - itis your chance to net- 
work with others. 





band seek vocals and bass, sam- 
ples at 
myspace.com/thedaycame Call 
Shaun 780-297-5352 

or Phil 780-297-5580 





Bass player wanted to relocate in 
Medicine Hat, to join various pro- 
jects. Long hair, 30+. Call Hart 
Bachmier of Disciples of Power. 
403-504-5135 


CuttingRoem 


NTBTESTeL. 























































2020. Musicians Wante) 


Band seeking lead guitar play, 
or bass player. Influences 3 
The Band, Wilco and Old a. 
liable. Please call Rob 
780.239.1965 or email 

arfie @ bell.blackberry.net” 


Bass Player would like to start ol 
join a stoner metal band. 
Age/gender irrelevant. Lack o} 
@g0 very relevant. Half decent 
gear. Pro amp. Call Mike 
780-289-1230 


Dead Man's Train requires big 
league management. 
403-504-5135 


Disco, Funk and Soul Big Bang 
requires groovy guitar player 
Call Dan @780.905.5191 


tFunk/Groove Machine seeks 
charismatic male vocalist.tCalj 
Dan @780.905.5191 | 


GottaGrooveGradgeBand wan}; ; 
you to come and rock the blues 
Jammin with more to come Ph 
780 436-1127 


Local established metal band 
looking for experienced bassist 
Call JP at 239-5947. 


Looking for experienced bass 
player for three piece for heavy 
alternative rock band. able to jz» 
few times a week. if interested 
call mat at 780-937-1588 


Melodic Metal. 
Guitarist Seeks members to stay 
new metal band. (Lead Guitar, 
Vocals, Bass, Drums) 
Influences: Bullet For My Valen. 
tine, Soilwork, All That Remains 
As | Lay Dying, In Flames, Etc 
Must have Pro gear and Exper- 
ence. If possible, email audio 
samples or press kit to 
aftertasteband @shaw.ca, or cal 
(780) 289-3684. 


Professional rock band is lookin 
for a powerful frontman/lyricist 
complete 6 piece rock act. For 
auditions call: 995-6660 









































Rhythm guitar player/singer loot 
ing for bass player, drummer to 
start writing original music and 
also playing cover songs. Call 

Mark at 780-777-1188 


Solo artist needs bass and 
drums. 6 day orientation. Live of 
the floor recording and rehearss) 
High profile tours. Good mental 
prep and focus an assist. 
(403)253-5023 or (403)461-896 


Sportsman Lounge will be book- 
ing live music come January. f 
your band is interested in playing 
please drop off promo at 8170 
50th St., or bring your group ink 
play at our open stage Tuesday 
nights, 


Texas Blood Money is looking !«} 
a talented and dedicated bass 
player. If music is your top pri- 
ority, you have a great attitude, 
are willing to reherse 3-4x per 
week and can be available for 
tour then please give us a shou! 
780-920-0438 


The Loud Hailers seek keys 4 
sax for original rock and 
rhythm and blues. 780-760-72 
for Justin 
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Class 


020. Musicians Wanted 


WANTED 
Looking to buy a used Roland 
TD12t or TD20 set. Contact: 
rattlesnakeromeo @live.ca 


2040. Music Instruction 


FREE TRIAL GUITAR LESSON 
with (Mr) Ma Fletcher. Folk, 
Blues, Bluegrass, Country, Light 
Rock. Study with a teacher who 
really cares. Has taught 3,000 
students, and performed at over 
1,000 concerts and 91 festivals. 
Day, Evening or Saturday after- 
noon. Call 780-426-4155 

Email: mafltchr@telus.net 
www.mafletcher.com 





Winter guitar courses 

with (Mr) Ma Fletcher. Beginner , 
intermediate and advanced. Sat- 
urdays at the University. Mon- 
days at Don Wheaton YMCA, 
Tuesdays at Riverdale Studio 
(near downtown). Call 
780-426-4155 

Email: mafitchr@telus.net 
www.mafletcher.com 


2070. Studio/Rehearsal Space 


New rehearsal studio open. Pro 
equipment. See why we're the 
best in town. Visit 
www.edmontonjamspace.com or 
call 780-288-7726 


2060. Music Services 


Write and record original music 
with our talented staff. Financing 
packages for CDs and videos. 
780 902-9778 
www.owensoundstudios.com 


2070. Studic/Rehearsal Space| 


Studio space for photographers 
and videographers. Call Michelle 
993-5530 or visit 
www.sixthsenseav.com 


2200. Massage Therapy 


Chinese traditional body and 
feet deep tissue massage by 
registered massage therapist. 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 


f| eq S PHONE: 430-9003 | FAX: 432-1102 


3010. Auctions 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it’s equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 
us today! 1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 


3210. Misc. For Sale 


$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly - 
$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance 


Call Choice Tel now! 
1-888-333-1405;  www.choice- 
tel.ca. 





A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit, 
don’t sweat it. No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464 





AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special 
Sign up online and save $20. 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca. 


BUILDING SALE! “Rock bottom 
Prices”. Beat next increase 
25X40 $6,190. 30X50 $7,295 
35X60 $12,400. 40X60 $15,330 
60X100 $36,800. Others! Pioneer 
Steel Manufactures. 
1-800-668-5422. Since 1980. 


CONTAINER GUY 20, 40 + 48° 
containers, Also Reefers 
available. Weather, Bug and Ro- 
dent proof for storage. Delivery 
available. Excellent condition 
Clean city gravel 
780-307-4656. 


FOR SALE Snap-On Tool box, 
12 drawers 54” W X 24” D X 39” 
H. Snap-On Top Box 8 drawers, 
54° W X 24" D X 20" H. Full of a 
30 year heavy duty mechanics 
necessary tools assorted Snap- 
On and Craftsman. $40,000. Call 
Greg at 403-993-1146. 





tated 








IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


Mobile Spa & In Call Bodywork 


Therapy (Lic. & Bonded, 20 
yrs. exp., Oliver area) for re- 
laxation and rejuvenation. Tar- 
get your stress, aches, poor cir- 
culation, toxins. and fatigue with 
aroma-steam, shower, massage, 
and talk therapy. 428-1965 or 
920-1965. By appt. 


SWEDISH - CALIFORNIAN mas- 
sage. 20 years experience, Old 
Strathcona. Also evenings and 
weekends. Strictly non sexual. 
Almasta 780-405-8765. 


Transformational Massage, 
Tantra Massage, Sexological 


Check out our photography pack- 
ages online at 


www.sixthsenseav.com 
Unusual angles, lighting and 





GALS - It's not just for guys! Ex- 
plore over 50 trades. Lear entry- 
level skills. Work placement in 
trade of choice. 19 week Coop- 
erative Trades Orientation pro- 
gram at NAIT’s Fairview, Alberta 
campus. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.nait.ca. Residences 
available. Jan./09 start. 





HOT TUB/SPA - 2008 Model, six 
person, 33 jets, 9 HP, waterfall, 
LED lighting/ozonator (exclusive 
chemical free)/ully _insulat- 
ed/complete warranty and 5” cov- 
er. Brand New, still in wrapper. 
Cost $7,900 Sacrifice $4750 
Can Deliver. 403-663-9767 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36” Hi-TenToughrib 29ga 
Galvalume $.69 sq. ft. Colours 
$.89 sq. ft. IN STOCK, 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Build- 
ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254, 


MONTREAL CANADIENS Tick- 
ets, Wed., Feb, 11 against the 
Edmonton Oilers, From $249. 
each including reserved 2nd deck 
tickets, a deluxe prime rib pre- 
game dinner and courier delivery 
fees. These tickets are for fans in 
tural Alberta/NWT only. Call 
Dash Tours 1-800-265-0000. 


NEW FULLY LOADED computer 
$29.99/month! In-house financing 
everyone's approved’. Right to 
your doorstep from only 
$29.99/month: MDG desktop In- 
tel processor, 2 GB memory, 500 
GB HD, 22” LCD flat panel, Win- 
dows Vista or 15.4” Notebook! 
bonus 20" LCD TV with DVD! 








(‘call for conditions). 
1-800-236-2504, 
RODENT AND weather proof 40° 


and 20’ sea containers. 5’ X 10’ 
corral panels starting at $55. Cal- 
gary, Alberta. 403-540-4164; 
1-866-517-8335; www.magnates- 
teel.com. 


3240. Travel/Trade 


ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES. 
Book online at www.canadatra- 
vels.com and save more on your 
vacations. Use code NCA74327 
for discount or call us toll free at 
1-800-563-5722. 


SKI & STAY at Sun Peaks Resort 
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3240. Travel/Trade 


TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES 
- Save 60-80% off retail! Best Re- 
sorts & Seasons! Throughout 
Canada, U.S, Caribbean and 
more! Call for free Catalogue to- 
day! 1-800-731-8046; www.holi- 
daygroup.com/sc. 


3400. Pets & Supplies 


CLASSIC LABRADOR PE- 
TRIEVERS. Two Chocolate, one 
black. Exceptional lines. Proven 
hunters, field trailers, handicap 
assistance, CKC companion dog 
excellent. 1-403-885-4819 


3710. Heavy Equipment 


ARE YOU a decision-maker and 
Problem solver? Then a career 
as a Millwright is right for you. 16 
week pre-employment Millwright 
Program lets you challenge 1st 
year apprenticeship exam. NAIT 
Grande Prairie, Alberta. Janu- 
1-888-999-7882; 


HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat 
barley, oats and peas for feed 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252 





HORSE BREEDERS & Owners 
Conference, January 9 - 11, Ca- 
pri Centre, Red Deer. An annual 
horseman’s mid-winter escape - 
Education, entertainment, net- 
working and socializing; www.al- 
bertahorseindustry.ca 
403-948-8521 





ROUND HAY and straw bales for 
sale, Cheap. We deliver, self un- 
loading, Also a bale shredder 
$2900. No Sunday calls please 
1-403-843-6380. 


03. Real Estate Misc. 


INVENTORY CLEAROUT now in 
progress. How would you like to 
be in your new home for Christ- 
mas and have $10,000. cash 
back to boot? Call us to get the 
details. We are also taking orders 
on standard and custom de- 
signed plans for hones to be de- 
livered in the New Year. We also 
have a number of used homes 
available. Stop in and see Pleas- 
ant Homes in the Heritage Indus- 
trial Park in Morinville or call us at 
780-939-3584 or toll free at 
1-866-962-0238 








MAKE US an offer. A1-Homes In- 
ventory Clearance on all in stock 
homes. Solid wood cabinets and 
trim. The real country deal. Red 
Deer 403-314-2244. Airdrie 
403-945-4488. 


NEED CASH? Home loans to 
100% LTV. Refinance, pay debt, 
or you decide. Free appraisals. 
Apply by phone 1-877-568-0929 
or online www.homeloansalber- 
ta.com. Alberta Homes Loans. 


REPOSSESSED pre-fab homes! 
Save 50% +! Canada manufac- 
turer's USA order cancellations. 
Brand new 1260SF Pre-Engi- 
neered package originally 
$29,950. Liquidation $14,975. 
Other sizes - sacrifice prices! 
Green-R-Panel Building Sys- 
tems. 1-800-871-7089. 
Fall/spring delivery available! 





THERE HAS NEVER been a bet- 
ter time to buy! SRI 16’ wides 
from $68,600.! 20° wides from 
$90,800.! Double wides from 
$116,000.! Call 1-800-689-6953; 
www.econocottages.com. 





VEGREVILLE. 1165 square foot 
three bedroom, two bath, fire- 
place, jetted tub. Fridge, stove, 
dishwasher. Just $670. per 
month OAC for first year. Call 
1-877-887-2254. 





WHY RENT? Own a new home! 
2008 16’ X 72', 3 bedroom mobile 
in new mobile home park in Eck- 
ville. Ready early December. 
$116,900. 403-844-0512 or 
403-844-9248. 





WINALTA HOMES in Stony 
Plain’s “Jutland Ridge", Sylvan 
Lake's Pointe” or 
Sherwood Park's “Jubilee Land- 
ing’! Visit these communities and 
our Sales Centre in Acheson for 
more information. Also see 
www.winaltainc.com and click on 
“homes”. 


| EMAIL: classifieds@see.greatwest.ca 


003. Real Estate Misc. 


WINALTA HOMES is rolling out 
some sweet deals! Purchase a 
Spacious 1440 sq. ft. home, start- 
ing at $98,900. or a 1584 sq. ft 
1-piece Modular, starting at 
$139,900. with immediate deliv- 
ery available. Lease to own pro- 
gram now available! Limited 
quantities. Contact Winalta 
Homes for more information 
1-866-960-2112 or visit us at 
www.winaltainc.com. 


9620. Office Space 


Cabinetry shop turnkey. Newer 
European Equipment included. 
1300 square feet. Shop close to 
city centre. 477-2311 





Small character CLASSROOM 
space available, 10-20 people 
(weekly or daily). Call 
(780)477-2311 





Unique office and shop space, 
furnished/unfumished. Newly 
renovated, security cameras, all 
wood building. OFFICES starting 
at $130/month utilities inc. SHOP 
space: 1200 sq feet w/2 over- 
head doors. Call 477-2311, SAM 
- 5PM 


#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
@ car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 
Bankruptcy! Repossession! No 
problem, Call today and drive 
away. Call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599, Free delivery 
anywhere www.autocredit- 
fast.ca 


BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders, Call 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- 
ta for 16 years 


DREAMCATCHER FINANCING. 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “O° down! O.A.C. free deliv- 
ery to BC & Alberta. Apply online: 
www.DreamCatcher-loans.com, 
24/7, 1-800-910-6402 


FOR ALL TYPES of credit 
403-818-LOAN (5626) or online 
at www.albertacarandioan.com. 
Free delivery in western Canada 


THOSE COMPUTER GAMES 
paid off - You've got great eye- 
hand coordination. Consider a 
career as a Welder. 16 week pre- 
employment welder program lets 
you challenge 1st year appren- 
ticeship exam. NAIT’s Grande 
Prairie, Alberta campus. Janu- 
ary/09. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.nait.ca. 


6400. Recreational Vehicles 


CASH FOR USED RV'S 2002 or 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call 403-240-1212 or 
1-800-531-4695. Woody's RV 
World, Calgary West. 


CASH FOR USED RV'S 2002 or 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call 403-346-1130 or 
1-800-267-8253. Woody's RV 
World, Red Deer. 


7205. Psychic 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de- 
posit $3.09/minute. 18+. 
1-900-783-3800; www.mystical- 
connections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services 


$500, LOAN Service, by phone, 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 install- 
ments. Toll Free 1-877-776-1660. 


A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
to the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
certified. Pardons/waivers. Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; www.par- 
dongranted.ca. 


CLEAN ORIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 
1-888-623-5050 for a quote. 
Open weekends. 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: Ca- 
nadian pardon. U.S. travel waiv- 
er, (24 hour record check). Di- 
vorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen- 
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta col- 
lection to $25,000, Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540. 


GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bilis? Unemployed? Need mon- 
ey? We lend! If you own your 
home - you qualify; www.pioneer- 
wesi.com. BBB member. 
1-886-822-0288. 

















245. Misc. Services 


O$ ARE YOU sinking in debt? 
1st, 2nd and 3rd morigages - 
bruised credit - bank turndowns 

debt consolidation - refinancing - 
power of sale - past bankrupt - 
home renovations. We can lend a 
hand; www.canadalend.com. Tolt 


free 1-866- i can _ lend 
(1-866-422-6536) call now! 
UNCONTESTED DIVORCES 


and Legal Separation Agree- 
ments: Why pay more? Check 
out our low prices at www.ca 
nadianlegal.org. Voted #1 Parale- 
gal - CCA Awards. 20+ years ex- 
perience. Free consultation 
1-800-320-2477. 


9005. Personals 


ARE YOU LOSING a loved one 
to substance abuse? Our pro- 
gram has the highest success 
rate. Help is only one phone call 
away! 1-877-782-7409; www.nar- 
conon.ca 


DATING SERVICE Long 
term/short-term relationships, 
free calls! 1-866-512-8367. Ex- 
change voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-866-573-0914. Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 - 1-866-522-7131, Meet on 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-866-512-9083 (18+), 


9200. Female Escorts 





Gothic Angel 


Independant 
Flat rate. No agency fee 


Available anytime. 

http://gothicfetishangel.com 
780-218-1511 
80735490-001 





INGRID 


MATURE, SEXY, CUTE. 


780-990-1252 
780-686-3949 














PASSIONS SPA 


Crissy - Gorgeous blue eyed 
blonde. Busty, tanned and toned. 
Mae-Ling - Sweet and Sexy ; 
exotic Asian doll. Slender figure. 
Alyassa - Young, slender, busty 
brunette. 

Kaitlyn - Stunningly tall curva- 
ceous busty blonde 

isabelle - Booty-liscious petite 
green-eyed sexy brunette. 

Faith - Extremely busty blonde 
with slender figure. 

Talia - Busty Spanish beauty with 
Jong dark hair 

Nya - Busty DD Exotic Puerto 
Rican, 

Chelsea - Fit, athletic, busty red- 
head. 

Harmony - Seductive, slim, busty 
blonde in her early 20s. 


Brown Sugars 
6817-104St, 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 
#1 For Black Girls! 


$180 All inclusive 
20yrs experience 
NEW GIRLS 
www.brownsugars.ca 


9450. Adult Massage 


*Brittney* 
Luscious slim brunette 
Dark brown, silky hair 

Very friendly, Non rushed 
Hours: 10-10pm 
Outcalls only 
(780) 217-4429 
7313555-001 


NORTHSIDE STUDIO 
9947 - 63Ave, Argyll Plaza 
www .passionsspa.com 


780-414-6521 


11910-127Ave main floor 
NOW OFFERING 

Great Christmas Deals 

42987342 





780-452-7440 
42919886-002 


SAPPHIRE MASSAGE 


Amber: Slim B 
Chantelle: Petite 
Happy Hour: Daily 10: 
Come Welk onic 


Friendly girls with good 
attitudes. Varying ages, 
different types. 





9900. Adult Help Wanted 
NEW ESCORT AGENCY 


10715 - 124 St 
downstairs 
780-454-1930 


www.sapphireladies.com 


54578070-001 Hiring Ladies - (780) 932-4739 


COME SAY Hi! 





http-//www.flatratefun.com 


you.next week! 








ASTROLOGY -DECEMBER 11 TO DECEMBER 17-BY THEKID 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 








SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22-Dec 21) 


| World, you've been forewamed: Hell hath no fury 

| like Sagittarius scorned! Rather than bein’ a bucket 
| of water that douses your fire, gettin’ spurned’s the 
spark that'll send you flyin’ higher than fireworks 

| onthe first of July. That’s why. this week, don't be 
a hater — be a frustration sublimator! 


CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan.19) 


breathin'! 


AQUARIUS (lan. 20-Feh.18) 


emotions are unstuck! 


PISCES (Feb 19-March 20) 





if you can't beat ‘em, join ‘em, ‘cause what counts 
is you're still kickin’ come the tail-end of the day. 
Forget your reasons, ethics, morals and all that 
other jive ‘cause they don't mean squat if you 
ain't still alive. That ain't to say go the way of the 
| spiritually-bankrupt heathen, just that you can’t 
arrange for positive change if you don't continue 


If you spend too much time in the search for solu- 
tions, you get caught in the smog o' mental noise 
pollution. That's why, this week, what you oughtta 
dois let the solutions be the ones to seek you. 
Your brain may be unchained, but you'll increase 
your luck if you spend more time makin’ sure your 


No matter how much this week you feel like you've 
been beat, you should know, fate awaits within 

a few feet. You've just gotta keep truckin’, y'see, 
instead of tryin’ to duck-out 'n' flee. The more that 
you exercise self-control, the more in your favour 


GEMINI (May Zune 20) 

It don't matter if you're an artist, writer or orator, 
the point is, you're a great communicator. However, 
now's come the time to practise what you preach 
or end up like a whale suckin’ air on the beach. 
Mete out justice equally for all, or you might as 
well jump off your pedestal now before you fall! 


CANCER (June21-July22) 

There's a reason why they call it “an honest day's 
work,” y'know. It's ‘cause it's a lot easier to sleep 
tight at night when you're not worried "bout 
whether what you do's wrong or right. This week, 
the more you work, the more your conscience’ll 
clear and the more you'll be able to see your 
dreams drawin’ near! 


LEO (July 23-Aug 22) 

No matter how strong or solid your stance, there'll 
always be someone waitin’ for their chance to tip 
you up. That's why, just ‘cause you rule the jungle, 
it don’t mean you don’t have to mind the hyenas > 
and their pups. This week, it'll be fine to pat your 
own back, as long as you realize it could soon be 
under attack! 





VIRGO (Aug 23Sept. 22) 

You've got one more trick hidden away up your 
sleeve and that's to turn around what your detrac- 
tors believe, Now, since they're takin’ potshots at 
you from afar, they can't hit the target if they can't 
see where you are. This week, by changin’ your 










. 
fate’s dice'll roll! whales cgi ors We 
ARIES (March 2}April19) 
aeeermmetaastce  S ontemhrne 
execute it, you won't no Nope, : 
if you don't want yourself and success to be sound, but you'll find it hard to get off the ground 


permanently parted, you've gotta learn to finish 
what you've already started. This week, you'll kick 
some serious behind, if you make your peace with 











if you remain gravity-bound. It don't make sense 
that you're able to fly, but how do you know if you 
never try? This week, your salution ties not in the 


the dally grind! predictable, but in the surprise! 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 

DRBTSEES fies hes tlc horney ct Havint some spine & fine, Dut tha supiiger 

plate-flingin’ fights, love's gonna spur you to far make your backbone, the 









greater heights. That's why you can't be afraid to 
‘open your heart, even if it means it might get torn 
apart. This week, let your player play and, most of 
_ all, let the chips fall where they may! 


the back 
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SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1He played the grandfather in “Little Miss 
Sunshine” 

10__ avis (unusual species) 

14 One who doesn't mind feeling the pinch 
15 Planet inhabitants? 

16 Mark Morrison R&B hit of 1997 

18 Cube in a container of pork and beans 
19__amis 

20“Unmomento,__ favor” 

2 Had more than a feeling 

2 Herb used in Mexican cuisine 

28 Home of d’Artagnan in “The Three 
Musketeers” 

32 Qatari ruler 

33 Breakfast mishap 

36 Mazda Raceway Laguna__ (Monterey 
facetrack in operation since 1957) 

3] Genetic messenger material 

38 “The Pillars of the Earth” novelist Ken 
40"__ blu dipinto di blu” (“Volare” 
alternate title) 

4]"__ not have sexual relations with that 
woman" 

43 Bucket at the theater 

45 Don't__ me, bro!” (2007 catchphrase) 
46 Sean Preston's mother 

47 February birthstone 

49 Use as a quote 

53 Yahoo's Jerry Yang, until late 2008 
54 Dorm supervisors, for short 
57 Public regard 
58 Movies like “Star Wars,” e.g. 
64 Fix some paragraphs 
65 TV title sung after “Ain't we lucky we 
got‘em” 
66 Food bank containers 
67 Youthful status 
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DOWN 

1 That deaf, dumb and blind kid sure plays 
__ pinball!” (“Tommy” lyric) 

2 It may be ordered with extra foam 
3Sch. that’s home to the Sun Devils 

4 “Cheers” exclamation 

5 Spotty problem 

6 Greek letters that look like P's 

7 Zapp Brannigan’s assistant, on 
“Futurama” 

8"Was__ das?” 

9 Degree in math? 

10 “Sheena Is a Punk Rocker” band, with 
“the” 

T)Rented pad 

12 DVR remote button 

13 Pose a question 

16 John-John's uncle 

17 Smog watchers: abbr. 

72 Chicago-based cable superstation 

23 Fuel mining site 

24 Bee or beetle, e.g. 

25 Bulwer-__ Fiction Contest (yearly con- 
test involving deliberately awful opening 
sentences to novels) 

26 Sch. with a Houston campus 

77 Dental hygiene brand 

29 Grp. that oversees liquor and Lugers 
30 Visit 

3] Fireworks attraction, perhaps 

3 Water filter brand name 
34 Free up a river's flow, maybe 
35Gowild 
39 Three, in Torino 
42 Picks up on 
44 ‘The city that never sleeps,” for short 
48 Tilling tool 
50 Like some verbs: abbr. 
5] See 62-down 
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SOON THEY WILL FOOLISH 
HAVE NO PLACE EARTHLINGS / 
TO S!T. é > 





WITHOUT A BOOK 
OR MAGAZINE 

TO GRAB WHILE 
URINATING, BOB 

WILL RESORT To 

READING THE 
INGREDIENTS ON 
ACTOOTHPASTE TUBE. 





OH, HERE'S THE 
LINE FOR PUNCH.‘ 
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NANO-COSMETICS 


Yes! IVE INVENTED TINY, 
SELF-SUSTAINING 
NANO-ROBOTS THAT 
ARE PROGRAMMED TO 
ERADICATE BUTT FAT! 


~ ELVDIGNAS SSIYd TWSUAAINN FHL Ad “SIG 
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52 Pre-album samplers: abbr. 
54 Foxx who played Sanford 
55 Blue chip, perhaps 

56 Make Kool-Aid 

58 Triple __ (liqueur variety) 
59 BlackBerry, e.g. 

60 Insurance worker: abbr. 

6] Anonymous summame 

62 With 51-down, burlesque dancer and 
Marilyn Manson ex Dita 

63 John’s “Pulp Fiction” costar 








POLITICAL HUMOUR 


WE NEED A 
COALITION 
GOVERNMENT 
THAT WILL GET 


ittle-specked pulpit of pi 


What am | supposed to 
do with that much milk? 
The vast majority of it will 
very probably spoil before 
\\ | am able to consume it 


E You can always do what | 
f do when | have rotten milk. 
\ 


| requested two cartons 
of low-fat milk, human. 
You delivered fourteen 


Take it easy. | only charged you for seven, 





from the secret files of 


ats aa ere i alaroy al 


And that’s to foist it off on 
unsuspecting rubes. Ha! Ha! 
That batch of yours was in 
\\ the back seat of my Skylark 
for god-knows-how-long. 


Not a chance. It might be sliceable, though 
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" especially known for its 
imported candies & 
hard-to-find treats 


This Christmas, Go Locoll 3 
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WEST EDM. MALI 





| Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory's 
| CLASSIC CHOCOLATE FUDGE | 
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Thousands of candles light the paths of the Kurimoto 
Japanese Garden at the Devonian Botanic Garden as part of Sunday's 
Luminaria celebration in honour of the U of A’s 100th anniversary. 
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Cigarettes, Cold 
Beer, And A 
Cheerful Attitude 


BACKYARD CONVERSATIONS ARE A TRIBUTE 
TO EDMONTON'S FRANKNESS 





Standing in my backyard on a cold 
day in October, I was feeling very 
proud of myself for having just stood 
up to my boss after weeks of whip- 
cracking. I was on my cell, calling 
Some of my acquaintances here in 
Edmonton to see if we could gather 
at a pub for some drinks and a re- 
counting of the tale. While I was on 
the phone, a weathered-looking lady 
of perhaps 40 years asked me from 
afar, “Do you have a smoke I can buy 
from you?” She was smiling. 

It's this kind of friendly, kind dis- 
Position that sets Alberta apart from 
the rest of Canada. In other cities, a 
man in his backyard is left alone to 
do whatever he wants to do without 
Needing to talk to every well-meaning 


passerby. In Edmonton, a man alone 
in his backyard is not an island. 

“No, I don't,” I said, pausing for ef- 
fect. She looked disheartened. “But I 
can give you one,” | said lightly. 

“Do you have a light too?” 

“Sure, here you go,” I said, whip- 
ping out my lighter. “So you aren't a 
professional smoker, then.” 

“So what are you up to?” she 
asked, noting that I was standing in 
my backyard with cigarettes, cold 
beer, and a cheerful attitude. 

“I’m in the mood to celebrate. I'm 
calling some friends to try to get a 
party together, see if we can go out 
somewhere.” y 

“So.” Now it was her turn to pause 
for effect, “Blow job?” she asked. 
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I raised an eyebrow. “No. Thank 
you very much, though.” My mind 
was reeling; do I look like someone 
who has to pay for it? 

She looked very embarrassed and 
unsure of herself. “I was joking any- 
way,” she said. “Kinda.” 

“No problem,” | smiled, letting her 
salvage what little dignity she could. 

As you can see, people in Edmon- 
ton are incredibly friendly and quite 
open about their needs in a given 
situation. Most people, like this nice 
lady I met in my backyard, aren't 
even interested in money. 

I have been to most of the larger 
metropolitan cities in Canada, yet I 
am always surprised at the frankness 
of Albertans when it comes to mak- 
ing their yearnings known. Later that 
same day, I was still in my backyard 
when along came a rough-looking 
guy wearing a torn sweatshirt and 
ripped jeans. He had a nice smile on 
his face as he walked by with two of 
his friends. They were staggering a 
little and walked by me as I took a 
long drink from my can of beer. The 
smiling guy noticed and turned to 
come back to me. 

“Hey buddy, what's going on?” he 
asked, shifting about as he stopped 
12 inches from my face. 


“Oh, not much, man. You know, a 
quiet night at home,” I said, smiling 
back. 

He looked at the beer in my hand 
and in the case behind me. “i don't 
even know what that’s like, a quiet 
night,” he said matter-of-factly. “I 
haven't had a quiet night in about 10 
years.” 

“Yeah, well, I get a lot of those. I'm 
fairly new to Edmonton, so I don't 
know many people yet.” 

“I wish I had more quiet nights,” 
Smiley said as he stared down the 
beer in my hand, his vision waver- 
ing. “You're not going to beat me 
up, are you?” he asked out of the 
blue. 

“Not today,” I said, not missing a 
beat, “I'm ina pretty good mood. You 
want a beer, man?” 

“Sure,” Smiley slurredas I handed 
him one from the pack. ; 

He seemed about to launch into 
a speech so I cut him short: “Well, 
I gotta go in and check on dinner, 
buddy. See you later.” 

“Are you coming back out?” Smi- 
ley asked, ever friendly. 

“Yeah sure,” | lied. “Maybe later.” 

Smiley waved and stumbled off, 
hoping to join his two friends, who 
were now long gone: 
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Cheryl wears the SummerT-Shirt 
with White Mineral Wash Denim 
Slim Slacks and the versatile new 
Circle Scarf, available now ina 
wide array of colors. 


Calgary ? 

1429 17th Ave. S.W. 

(Corner 14th St. S.W.) 
T2T Océ 


Calgary, AB 
Tel. (403) 410-7450 
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